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Council and commissioners put
planning hats on in joint meeting

By Debbie Lowe
Staff writer

When Carroll County
Commissioners and Council
members met for approxi-
mately two-and-a-half hours
Monday afternoon, a signif-
icant amount of information
was disseminated, but few
spending decisions were
made. The Cumulative Cap-
ital Improvement budgets
for the next three years, a
proposed highway equip-
ment replacement plan and
a $107,343.70 encumbrance
for the Burnett’s Creek Arch
renovation project from the
cumulative bridge fund
were agenda items for
county leaders to discuss
and consider jointly.

Council President Ann
Brown began the meeting
by providing a detailed ex-
planation from economic
experts about the potential
impact of property tax caps
to county revenue for the
next three years. She said it
is widely accepted that if
state tax caps are levied,
county revenue will likely
decrease.

Brown explained that
capping the amount of prop-
erty tax is good for the prop-
erty owner but could
negatively impact county
revenue. She said to coun-
teract the impact of tax caps,
the county may have to re-
duce services or levy higher
tax rates.

Revisions to three-year
cum cap budgets

A highway equipment re-
placement plan, which in-

Professional
Brief

LIFELINE CRITICAL
CARE TRANSPORT will
soon expand service to
Lafayette and Muncie.

Beginning in July, Life-
Line, which operates 24-
hours a day, will offer base
locations in Indianapolis,
Lafayette, Muncie, Colum-
bus, Kokomo and Terre
Haute.

The new base locations
will ensure accessibility to
critical care transport for
the entire central Indiana
community and enable
Clarian Arnett and Ball
Memorial hospitals to serve
as regional centers for crit-
ical care and patient needs
in east and west central In-
diana.

LifeLine transport serv-
ice is affiliated with
Methodist Hospital, the
largest Level I Trauma
Center in the state, and
Riley Hospital for Chil-
dren, the region’s only
Level I Pediatric Trauma
Center.

APRIL TRAPP of Flora
is now working at En’core
Hair Design in Flora.

She is a graduate of Paul
Mitchell the School, Nor-
mal, Ill., and was previ-
ously employed at Colourz
Salon in Frankfort.

Trapp specializes in hair-
cuts, colors, perms, foils
and waxes. She works
Wednesday through Satur-
day. Call (574) 967-0005 or
come in the salon to make
an appointment.

Carroll County private in-
vestigator DALE SE-
WARD, owner of Bob’s
Investigations, has been
published for the first time.

Seward blogs about his
business on his social sites
and was asked by an online
magazine to submit an arti-
cle dealing with marketing.
The magazine is located at
www.pursuitmag.com and
is for private investigators
worldwide.

cluded $150,000 for 2010
and for 2011, was proposed.
Brown said the council is
prepared to contribute
$75,000 from the Riverboat
Gambling Fund, both years.
She suggested commission-
ers appropriate the same
amount from either Eco-
nomic Development Income
Tax (EDIT) or from funds
put aside for a county road
extension to SR75 near
Camden.

No final decision about
funding the equipment re-
placement plan, presented
by county highway engineer
Paul Couts, was made dur-
ing the meeting. Other
budgetary considerations for
the next three years, such as
Carroll Manor roofing and
guttering, sheriffs’ depart-
ment vehicle replacements,
additional ambulances, car-
peting for the circuit court
and other spending concerns
were also not confirmed.
Commissioners said they
will discuss the plan in its
entirety during a regularly
scheduled commissioners
meeting.

Burnett’s Creek Arch

Many residents and inter-
ested parties were present
for a lengthy discussion
about the Burnett’s Creek
Arch project, which has
been ongoing for several
years. Those in favor of
completing the project as
originally developed, which
includes a park on the south
side of the arch and access
on the north side, and those
opposed to doing anything
more than making adequate

repairs to ensure the stabil-
ity of the bridge foundation,
were heard.

Michael Wenning of
Structure Point Engineers
said the current engineering
contract is for $240,000 and
the work is approximately
40 to 50 percent finished.
He said there is no county
obligation to continue the
contract.

Couts advised that due to
how the project was man-
aged prior to his administra-
tion, the county is
responsible for 100 percent
of the preliminary engineer-
ing costs.

Ownership of the road
and bridge was questioned
by those in the audience
who own the property north
and south of the stone arch.
Wenning explained there is
currently no platted right-of-
way for the road or bridge.
He said the plan is to take
enough ground, by eminent
domain if necessary, from
landowners on both sides of
the bridge to construct ac-
cess or vantage points for
visitors.

Wenning also advised
that some sort of a park
will have to be constructed
to be eligible to draw
down funds from two
Transportation Enhance-
ment Grants, worth
$1,009,000, already
awarded for the project.

Commissioner Bill
Brown said he is in favor
of bridge preservation and
would like to be able to
offer a viewing place for
visitors but he does not be-

lieve in taking property
from private land owners
“that the county does not
absolutely need.”

Council member Ron
Slavens said he is in favor
of repairing the bridge as
needed. However, he
pointed out there is no
weight limit on the bridge,
which he interpreted as
there are no concerns
about the stability of the
structure.

Wenning was directed to
do no more on the project
until the scope of work
needed for transportation
grant eligibility is deter-
mined. The council will re-
consider the request for the
requested encumbrance at
the April 15 meeting. Wen-
ning is scheduled to make
a follow-up report at that
time.

Additional appropriation

Council members ap-
proved a $5,743 additional
appropriation for the
county clerk for a new
computer system from the
clerk’s perpetuation fund.
It was noted by Ann
Brown that county clerk
Nancy Mattox will be ex-
pected to report, in detail,
“on the progress of balanc-
ing her books as required
by the Indiana State Board
of Accounts until the task
is completed, at every
meeting beginning with
the March 18 meeting.” It
was also stated that fol-
low-up reports will be re-
quired by the council after
the office check book is in
balance with the bank.

Moffitt provides input
on Checkoff programs

Camden pork producer
Sam Moffitt served as a dele-
gate at the Pork Act Delegate
Assembly held March 4-6 in
Kansas City, Mo.

Moffitt, selected by Secre-
tary of Agriculture Tom Vil-
sack, was one of 163
delegates who represented
producers from 44 states and
importers who sell pork prod-
ucts in the United States. The
delegates were charged with
helping to provide direction
to the pork promotion, re-
search and consumer infor-
mation programs that are
funded by the Pork Checkoff
through the National Pork
Board. Producers contribute
40¢ of every $100 of sales to
the Checkoff, and importers
use a sales formula to con-
tribute a similar amount.

“From managing issues to
promoting our product at
home and internationally,
Pork Checkoff programs are
continually working toward
the end results of yielding
positive results for pork pro-

ducers,” said Moffitt.

The National Pork Board
approved a 2010 budget for
national spending of $44.1
million. About $19 million is
focused on domestic pork ex-
penditures.

“Several of the National
Pork Board’s goals for 2010
reflect a commitment to in-
creasing demand for pork
products,” said Moffitt. “For
example, aggressive retail
program are being planned
with leading retailers in a
year that likely will have con-
sumers paying higher prices
for pork.”

The Checkoff also is at
work in ongoing programs
that include efforts to provide
science-based answers and
educational opportunities in-
cluding:

* We Care, a responsible
pork initiative, which is a co-
ordinated effort of the Na-
tional Pork Board and
National Pork Producers
Council to earn the trust of
the pork industry’s customers

as well as regulators and con-
sumers.

e Pork Quality Assurance
Plus® (PQA®), which is a
three-part process that in-
cludes attending an educa-
tional and training session
and then having an on-farm
site evaluation to achieve
PQA Plus site status. The pro-
gram also includes a third
component of random, statis-
tically valid, third-party eval-
uation of program
implementation. Results of
those evaluations will show if
the industry is improving its
overall animal-care practices.

e The Pork Checkoff has
developed and is implement-
ing a plan to understand the
fundamentals of its carbon
footprint and the impact that
has on the environment.

For information on Check-
off-funded programs, pork
producers can call the Pork
Checkoff Service Center at
(800) 456-PORK or check
the Internet at
www.pork.org.

Census important for federal
funding to communities

Comet staff report

You’ve probably received your
2010 Census form now, or soon
will.

Filling it out is required by law.
With only 10 questions, the Cen-
sus Bureau estimates that it will
take only about 10 minutes to
complete. All answers are kept
confidential.

Anyone who has questions
about the form or doesn’t receive
a form can receive assistance in
Carroll County.

Question Assistance Centers
will be in operation March 19-
April 19 at the following places:
Delphi Public Library, Burling-
ton Library, Camden Library, and
Flora Public Library. A worker
will be there 15 hours a week, but
the Census forms will be there in
five languages (English, Spanish,

National Weather Service
offers storm spotter class

Comet staff report

Carroll County Emergency
Management Director Dave
McDowell announced Tues-
day there will be a free Na-
tional ~ Weather  Service
(NWS) Storm Spotter class on
March 31 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Wabash & Erie Canal Inter-
pretive Center in Delphi.
Dave Tucek from NWS will
conduct the class. The public
is welcome to attend.

Emergency Sirens

Even though there was
no siren testing this month,
McDowell assures the
public that sirens are
working. There will be
siren testing the first Sat-
urday of each month be-
ginning in April.

Also, individuals are en-
couraged to purchase a
NOAA radio to receive up-
to-minute weather and
storm reports and alerts.

Korean, Chinese and Russian) all
the time. Hours will likely vary
according to the facility.

Be Counted Centers (Census
forms only) will be at the Delphi
City Building, Burlington Town
Hall, Flora Town Hall, and Yeo-
man Telephone.

People have until mid-April to
complete and return the form;
otherwise, a Census taker (enu-
merator) will knock on their door
to get the form answered.

Federal funding to local mu-
nicipalities is determined using
Census figures, which is why the
Census is so important. The Cen-

sus will help each community get
its fair share of government funds
for highways, schools, bridges,
senior centers, health facilities,
and many other programs. It also
affects the number of seats a state
occupies in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Census information is also used
for other purposes such as to ad-
vocate for causes, rescue disaster
victims, prevent diseases, re-
search markets, locate pools of
skilled workers and more.

The Census is a requirement of
the US Constitution, and is con-
ducted every 10 years.

State tax credits still
available for 2010

Homestead Consulting Serv-
ices helped over 440 clients in
2009 with foreclosure issues. As
a HUD approved counseling
agency, services are free to the
client. One of the ways Home-
stead funds this program is by
fundraising. The State of Indiana
helps with this by providing state
tax credits to funders through
their Neighborhood Assistance
Program (NAP).

State tax credits are available
to donors who make contribu-
tions to Homestead Consulting
Services in the amount of $100 or
more. The contributions are used
to offer foreclosure prevention
services to eligible counties,
which include Tippecanoe, Ben-
ton, Boone, Carroll, Clinton,
Fountain. Monteomery. Warren

and White counties. In return for
the contribution, the donor will
receive a 50% state tax credit to
offset their Indiana income taxes.
In addition, the entire amount of
the contribution is an eligible fed-
eral tax deduction.

State tax credits will be
granted in the order contributions
are received until all credits are
used. Contributions should be
mailed to: Homestead Consulting
Services at P.O. Box 256,
Lafayette, IN 47902

Homestead Consulting Serv-
ices is a non-profit 501(c) 3 or-
ganization that works in nine area
counties and has been helping
families with homeownership for
over 25 years. More information
is available on at www.home-
steadconsulting .net.

HAVING TROUBLE WITH NOT RECEIVING
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subs@carrollcountycomet.com
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cosmetic &ﬁnmiy dentistry

Gordon D. Wagoner DDS, MAGD ~ Brian D. Wagoner DDS, FAGD

Broken Fillings ~ Toothaches ~ Extractions

Dentures ~ Partials
See us for all your dental needs

(574) 967-4434

Toll free (877) 967-4434
17 South Division Street, Flora

www.WagonerDental.com

SAVE OVER 50%

79

reg. 5.99

8-Qt. Miracle-Gro Potting Mix Feeds
instantly for quick root development
and growth. L 462 606 F6 While
supplies last.

ot et p——

Ay r e S True Value

Hardware
Phone 574-967-3822

22 W. Columbia St. Flora

Q% 3'W. Main St. * Flora, IN Ph: 574-967-3985

Store Hours: Monday-Friday 9a.m.-5p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

‘ 7th Anniversa

‘ March 15th—202,‘

20" Off All Spring Items ,

Door Prizes & Refreshments §
Draw a card & try your luck! ¥

Feel like you are paying
too much for health
coverage?
Maybe you are!

We have saved some families
as much as $7,500
in premiums with a
similar plan.

Depend on your hometown professionals

CALL US TODAY

[NSURANCE
"Well Come Ruwonng!”
16 E. Columbta St., Flora
547,967-3110 or 800,242,0466

grwolfe@norrisinsurance.com

Glendon Wolfe,
Agent

Do you have money you
need to rollover?
Such as CDs or a 401K?

3% Guaranteed Interest

Auto-Owners guarantees a minimum 3%
interest. Don’t watch the roller coaster
ride of other companies. Remain safe and
secure with Auto-Owners stability and
consistency. Currently paying 4%.

Safe. Sound. Secure®.
Auto Owners Life Insurance Company is
rated A+ by A.M. Best and has been
named a Fortune 500 company for the
sixth straight year and continues to have
extremely strong surplus and financial
strength.

Depend on your hometown professionals

CALL US TODAY

[NSURANCE
“Weell Comee Revmwning!”
16 E. Columbia St., Flora
547.967-3110 or 800-242.0466

grwolfeenorrisinsurance.com

Glendon Wolfe,
Agent




