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I keep hearing about
children and teens
being involved in

shootings, stabbings and the
like. What has caused many
members of the younger
generation to be so violent?

DR. DOBSON: Hundreds
of millions of dollars have
been invested in research to
answer that question. The
findings are startling. In ad-
dition to the violence chil-
dren have seen on television
and in the movies, and apart
from the drug wars they
have witnessed, the ten-
dency toward violence is a
function of the neglect and
abuse so many have experi-
enced. That is especially
true of those raised in the
inner city. 

What has been learned is
that millions of children,
many of them born to drug-
and alcohol-dependent par-
ents, have been subjected to
unimaginable deprivation.
They were left in cribs for
days with dirty diapers
burning their buttocks and
legs. Some were hit repeat-
edly, or they were scalded or
starved. Others simply had
no one to love and hold
them when they were fright-
ened. Many were sexually
exploited from their earliest
days — some even in in-
fancy. If they survived, they
grew up on the streets with
no adult guidance and care.
At night, they slept in bath-
tubs to avoid bullets sprayed
by drive-by shootings. If
this description sounds ex-
aggerated, talk to social
workers or police officers
who work every day in the
slums of large cities. 

What does it do to a child
to experience intense pain,
fear and deprivation at a

very early
age? The an-
swers are be-
ginning to
come in.
What has
been learned
is that kids
who go

through these traumas in the
first year or two of life pro-
duce high levels of stress
hormones — notably corti-
sol and adrenaline. Those
substances put the body in
an “alarm reaction state” in
order to cope with the crisis
at hand. But in a small child,
the brain is a vacuum
cleaner for stress-related
hormones. The human neu-
rological apparatus is bom-
barded with chemicals that
shouldn’t be there in a child
that age. The result is im-
pairment of the boy or girl’s
thinking apparatus and emo-
tional development. Specifi-
cally, the “firing
mechanism” of certain por-
tions of the brain is rendered
inoperable.

What I’m saying is that
many of today’s abused kids
can kill and destroy without
pangs of conscience because
they are literally brain dam-
aged. They don’t feel what
you and I feel. They can’t
empathize with helpless vic-
tims the way they should,
because the emotion of
compassion flows from cog-
nitive functions that no
longer operate. Some of

them are, at that point, po-
tential killers waiting for the
time and place to shoot or
stab or bludgeon.

I am not excusing their vi-
olent behavior, of course,
and society can’t afford to
tolerate it. But this explains
some of the mayhem occur-
ring day after day in inner
cities. 

The bottom line is this:
We are paying a terrible
price for the disintegration
of the family and for the
victimization of children.
Any society that doesn’t
protect the most vulnerable
in their midst can expect to
suffer at the hands of those
abused individuals when
they get old enough to strike
back.

So lock your doors and
avoid eye contact when you
drive through certain sec-
tions of your city. There are
kids there who would just as
soon kill you as look at you.

QUESTION: My thirteen-
year-old daughter is still
built like a boy, but she is
insisting that I buy her a bra.
Believe me, she has no need
for it and the only reason
she wants one is because
most of her friends do.
Should I give in?

DR. DOBSON: Your
straight-and-narrow daugh-
ter needs a bra to be like her
friends, to compete, to avoid
ridicule and to feel like a
woman. Those are excellent
reasons. I think you should
buy her a bra today.

By Adam Conder
Jesus loves you! Do you be-

lieve it? Perhaps you believe
this because of what the Gospel
of John chapter three verse six-
teen says:

“For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have
eternal life.”

Most of us have heard this
verse, memorized this verse but
it is necessary to stop and think
about what it really says. God
loved us so He gave!

When I had the opportunity
to share through this column in
August of last year I wrote
about God’s perfection, His
perfect love. And I wrote, “If
you want to be perfect as God
is perfect, if you want to
achieve all that God has in-
tended for you to be you must
love God and love people.”

“Teacher, which is the great-
est commandment in the Law?
Jesus replied: Love the Lord
your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: Love
your neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 22:36-39.

How are you loving your
neighbor as yourself? God
loved us so He gave. We love
others by giving.

How are you showing your
love for God and for others? 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen
people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compas-
sion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness and patience. Bear with
each other and forgive what-
ever grievances you may have
against one another. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you.” Colos-
sians 3:12-13.

God loved us so He forgave.
We love others by forgiving.

Jesus taught in the Gospel of
Luke chapter six: “If you love
those who love you, what credit
is that to you? Even sinners
love those who love them. And

if you do good
to those who
are good to
you, what
credit is that to
you? Even sin-
ners do that.
And if you lend
to those from
whom you ex-

pect repayment, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinners, expecting to be re-
paid in full. But love your ene-
mies, do good to them, and lend
to them without expecting to get
anything back. Then your re-
ward will be great, and you will

be sons of the Most High, be-
cause He is kind to the un-
grateful and wicked. Be
merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.”

We are commanded to love
those that do not first love us, to
love those that the world often
sees as unlovable and to forgive
those that have hurt us and will
continue to hurt us. Through
this the world will see Christ.
God loved us so He gave love.
We love others by giving love. 

Adam Conder is the student
ministry director at the Flora-
Bringhurst United Methodist
churches.
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For God so loved the world…

Lessons from the Heart
POVERTY, ABUSE

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson

Dr. Dobson

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson
and published by Tyndale House Publishers.
Dr. Dobson is the founder and chairman of the
board of Focus on the Family, a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to the preservation of the
home and Judeo-Christian values. Copyright
1997 James Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved.
International copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

For God sent the Son into
the world, not to condemn
the world, but that the world
might be saved through him.
John 3:17 Pd. Adv.
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DIRECTORY OF AREA CHURCHES

AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOMI-
NATIONAL: Larry Williams, pastor. SW:
10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED METHODIST:
Rex Charles, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF CHRIST:
206 N. Prairie Street, Brookston. Ron
Guzman, minister. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED METHODIST:
4915 Ferret St., Buck Creek. Dwight
Monical, pastor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15
a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST BRETHREN:
205 W. 8th St., Rev. Dr. Peter Rous-
sakis, pastor. SW: 10 a.m., SS: 9 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF CHRIST:
Dave Osborne, Pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
Bible Study (Thur): 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED METHODIST:
Bonnie Shoaf, pastor. SS: 11:00 a.m.,
SW 9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAPTIST:
Second & Main, Burnettsville. SW:
10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN: Sixth
& Washington, Burnettsville. John
Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: First & Main, Burnettsville.
SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal Inter-
pretive Center, Delphi. Eric Haley, pas-
tor. SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST: Dan
Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45 a.m.,
SW: 10 a.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers Kevin
Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m. SS:
Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Kasey Schnepp, pastor, SW: 9 a.m.,
SS: 10:20 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN: 3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan C.
Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m. SS:
10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30 p.m., Bible
study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: Jeff Brown
and Ann Bingaman, lay pastors. SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.

DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTERIAN:
Highway 29 in Deer Creek.  Dave Her-
ron, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.  SS;  Adult
8:45a.m. & Children 10:00 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 315
E. Main St, Delphi. Rev. Andrew Paris,
minister. SW: 9:30 a.m.,  SS: 10:45
a.m. Wed. Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST: 405
Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sunday Bible
study: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 & 5 p.m.,
Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GOD:
321 W. Main Street, Delphi. Rev. Virgil
Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor.
Thurs. night Bible Study: 7:30p.m.,SS:
12:45 p.m., SW: 2 p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST: Union
& Monroe Streets, Delphi. SW: 8:45 &
11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m., Todd Ladd, pas-
tor; Micah Hudson, youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Dan Fisher, pastor. SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED METHODIST:
SR 24 & Logan Street, Idaville. Mark
Gaylor, pastor. SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR 29,
Burlington. Steve Cole, minister. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11 a.m.,
Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N, west of
Hwy. 29. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH:
Hwys. 29 & 26, Middlefork. Jim Ander-
son, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH: U.S.
421 North, Tippecanoe Township.
Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pastor.
SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family Night:
6:30pm, Adult & Youth Services Sun.
Evenings 6pm.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CAM-
DEN: Paul Marcellino, pastor. Tue. 9:30
a.m. Women’s study,  SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:45 a.m., Monthly Youth Group
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana & Franklin
Streets, Delphi. William Glenn, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W. Co-
lumbia Street, Flora. Interim pastors.
SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.

FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan Heren-
deen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m
FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street, Flora.
Sam Davenport, interim pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103 S.
Willow St., Flora. James Franklin,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m., Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
211 S. Center St., Flora. Charles
Compton, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Rex Charles,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTHERN
BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill God-
bey, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m. & 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST: 1101
Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Mark Ramey, pas-
tor. SS: 10 a.m. SW: 11 a.m. 
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD: 11073
E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Murphy, pastor.
SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., SS: 9:30 a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: 54 Main
St., Rossville. SS: 9 a.m., Fellowship:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.. Children’s
church available
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible Study:
6:30 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE
of Camden. Guy Studebaker, pastor.
SW 10:15 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor,
Rev. Ashli Cartwright-Peak. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1 mile
E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pastor.
SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.

PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS:
10:30 a.m.; SW: 11 a.m.
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39, Frank-
fort. Donna Enerson, pastor. SS: 9:45
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
DELPHI: Main & Indiana Streets, Del-
phi. Rev. Bill McLean. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: SS: 9 a.m., SW:
10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob Cree,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN: SW:
9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOW-
SHIP:  16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey,
pastor. Sunday Corporate Prayer:
9:00 a.m.; Fellowship 9:30 a.m.;
SW 10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Floyd Smith, pastor. SS:
9a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville, IN.
John Evertt, pastor SS: 9 a.m., Fel-
lowship: 9:45 a.m. SW: 10:15 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville.
Rick Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST: St.
Rd. 29, Carrollton Township. Alan
Wyant, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:15 a.m. Wed. Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wed. 7 p.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter Van-
derkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. & 10:30
a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi.  SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75.  SW: 8:30 a.m..
SS: Same as Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: 869 N.
90 E., Burrows, Greg Britt, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. (574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Carl Davis, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

SS = Sunday School           SW = Sunday Worship
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Indiana Governor Mitch
Daniels has issued a proclama-
tion designating this week,
May 31 – June 7, as Special
Olympics Week in Indiana.
This proclamation recognizes
the founding of Special
Olympics Indiana, on June 6,
1969, and the 40th anniversary
celebration that is taking place
in honor of this momentous
occasion.

Special Olympics Week will
take place in conjunction with
the largest Special Olympics
event in Indiana each year, the
annual Special Olympics Indi-
ana Summer Games.  As Spe-
cial Olympics Indiana’s 40th
Annual Summer Games, the
2009 event is expected to draw
one of the largest Special
Olympics Indiana crowds to-
date to Terre Haute for three
days of state-level competition
in track and field, aquatics,
bocce, bowling, cycling,
horseshoes and volleyball. 

“Special Olympics was
founded during a time when
people with intellectual dis-
abilities were ignored,” said
Michael Furnish, President /

CEO of Special Olympics In-
diana.  “Whether they were
placed in institutions or kept at
home as the silent sibling, they
were not recognized as people
capable of accomplishment
who could share their skills
and talents with the commu-
nity.  This proclamation cele-
brates that Special Olympics is
40 years young and now has
nearly 10,000 tremendous ath-
letes who have shown the
world what they can achieve.”

The weekend of June 5–7,
more than 2,700 Special
Olympics athletes will be
competing, cheered on by
nearly 2,000 volunteers and
hundreds of spectators.  Partic-
ipants from 69 of Special
Olympics Indiana’s 78 county
delegations will attend this
year’s Games, up from 66 in
2008. 

In addition to the standard
competition and activities of-
fered each year, a number of
events have been added to the
schedule in honor of the 40th
mark to honor the past 40
years of Special Olympics tra-
dition in Indiana.

Proclamation honors 
Special Olympics 
Indiana’s 40th anniversary


