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UESTION: You’ve
often said that boys
and men are usually

not natural communicators.
Boy, does that describe the
“men” in my life! What can I
do to keep everyone talking to
one another?

DR. DOBSON: Every fam-
ily needs at least one highly
communicative person in the
home, and it looks like you are
the one. Many boys are in-
clined to bottle up whatever
frustration they are carrying
inside. Unless you take the ini-
tiative to pull them out, some
of them may withdraw within
themselves and stay there
emotionally. I urge you to do
whatever is required to get
into your son’s world. Keep
talking and exploring and
teaching. Communication is
the goal. Everything depends
on it.

In 1990 Saddam Hussein
and his Iraqi army invaded the
tiny, oil-rich country of
Kuwait and subjected its peo-
ple to terrible brutality. Their
troops were poised to attack
Saudi Arabia and thereby con-
trol half the world’s oil supply.
U.S. President George H.W.
Bush demanded repeatedly
that Hussein withdraw his
forces, but he stubbornly re-
fused. Thus, on January 17 of
the following year, Operation
Desert Storm was launched.
Several hundred thousand al-
lied troops attacked the Iraqi
army from land, sea and air.
What do you think was the
first objective of the battle?

You might expect it to have
been Saddam’s tanks, or his
planes or his frontline soldiers.
Instead, the allies destroyed
the Iraqis’ communication net-
work. Stealth bombers
smashed it with smart bombs
and other weapons. In so
doing, our forces interfered
with the ability of the Iraqi
generals to talk to each other.
They had no way to coordi-
nate their effort or direct the
movements of their army. The

war ended a
few weeks
later.

What hap-
pened in
Desert Storm
has direct rel-
evance for
f a m i l i e s .
When the

communicative link between
members breaks down, they
become disorganized and dis-
tant from each other. If hus-
bands and wives stop talking
to each other or if parents and
children grow silent, they slip
into misunderstanding and re-
sentment. Steel-reinforced
barriers are erected, and anger
prevails. For many families,
this is the beginning of the
end.

Let me urge you mothers to
talk regularly to your sons
(and, of course, to every other
member of the family). It is a
skill that can be taught. Work
hard at keeping the lines of
communication open and
clear. Explore what your chil-
dren and your spouse are
thinking and feeling. Target
your boys, especially, because
they may be concealing a
cauldron of emotion. When
you sense a closed spirit de-
veloping, don’t let another day
go by without bringing hidden
feelings out in the open. It’s
the first principle of healthy
family life.

QUESTION: Does the feel-
ing of entrapment in marriage
only happen late in life, or
does it sometimes occur ear-
lier?

DR. DOBSON: Trapped
reactions can occur among
teenagers during courtship or

any time within a marriage —
from the first day of the hon-
eymoon to fifty years there-
after. They happen any time
one partner devalues the worth
of the other and feels stuck in
the relationship. They form
the cornerstone of midlife
crises among men, and are
typical of women who feel
their husbands are wimpy and
lacking in confidence. I be-
lieve the majority of divorces
can be traced to the twin reac-
tions of disrespect and marital
claustrophobia.

QUESTION: Are there
times when good, loving par-
ents don’t like their own kids
very much?

DR. DOBSON: Yes, just as
there are times in a good mar-
riage when husbands and
wives don’t like each other for
a while. What you should do
in both situations is hang
tough. Look for ways to make
the relationship better, but
never give up your commit-
ment to one another. That is
especially true during the teen
years, when the person we see
will be very different in a few
years. Wait patiently for him
or her to grow up. You’ll be
glad you did.

By Micah Hudson

I chose this topic because
this is the number one thing
that I wish that parents
would ask me about, but do
not. I believe every parent
wants to be the best that they
can be especially about pass-
ing on beliefs and faith. So,
I present these words to help
you and to encourage you!

There are several parental
philosophies when it comes
to getting teens to attend
church and/or youth group
from week to week or even
once in a while. One philos-
ophy is to “push” them and
make them attend whenever
you attend as a parent. Teens
are already “made” to attend
school and usually do not
like to be told what else they
have to do.  Another philoso-
phy is to “hope” that they
will want to go on their own
and magically appear at
church without any of your
own advice, encouragement
or input.  

I know of a few teens who
randomly choose to do what
is right or good for them but
most will choose not to when
given the choice. A predom-
inant philosophy is to “guilt”
them to attend.  In this phi-
losophy teens realize that
“attending church is not fun
if they have to feel guilty to
go” and then the teen begins
to drag their feet until they
finally win and do not have
to attend any longer.

However, I would like to
present another, better phi-
losophy to consider and to
try. It is not too late! If you
as a parent believe that going
to church is important, then
it is important for you to
demonstrate this through
your own attendance, atti-
tude, etc. 

It is impor-
tant for you to
have a
monthly con-
v e r s a t i o n
with your
teen about
“why church
is important
to you.”

Monthly reminders are good
because most teens will for-
get. 

Yet you still think, “how
do I get them to want to at-
tend church or youth group
then?” Well, I would suggest
this.

First, decide together how
many times per month that
your teen needs to be at
church and/or youth group
activities. A little compro-
mise is good on the parents’
side. 

Second, give your teen the
option of which church serv-
ices and/or youth group ac-
tivities that they will attend
each month based on your
agreement. If your teen de-
cides at the last minute not to
attend a certain church/activ-
ity, then that is a choice that
you are giving them to begin
to make on their own.  But,
if they are at the end of their
“misses” at the middle of the
month, then you remind
them of your agreement and
expect them to attend with-
out any “guilt” from you and
without any “attitude” from
them. I am sure this never
happens to you. 

Third, agree on conse-
quences for when your teen
might not meet their side of
the agreement like loss of
phone, internet or TV privi-
leges. Most teens think these
three activities are rights but
they are only privileges that
you pay to allow them to use.
If your teen does not follow

their side of the agreement,
then you can say, “Well I
gave you the choice of when
to attend because your atten-
dance at church and/or youth
group is important to me, so
you have lost one of your
privileges for a few days or a
week.” Whatever you decide
on ahead of time with your
teen.

When I share this philoso-
phy to consider, I am gener-
ally thinking of high school
age but this could be used
with middle school age as
well.  

Most of all parents, it is up
to you to encourage your
teen through your own atten-
dance and attitude when
going to church and/or extra
activities.  Keep having con-
versations about church and
your own faith and why it is
important to you. If you do
not have these conversations
then your teen will assume
that these things must not be
that important to you, so why
should it be important to
them.  

I realize that many parents
will read this advice and dis-
miss it as not possible or too
much work to actually fol-
low through. I did not write
this for these parents.  I
wrote it for the few of you
parents out there who really
want a new direction or a
new strategy that will allow
you to encourage your teen’s
church and/or youth group
involvement in the days
ahead. 

I pray that this philosophy
will not only “work” for
your family but have a last-
ing spiritual impact in the
days ahead!  

Micah Hudson is the youth
director at the Delphi United
Methodist Church.
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Lessons from the Heart

DIRECTORY OF AREA CHURCHES

AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOMI-
NATIONAL: Larry Williams, pastor. SW:
10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED METHODIST:
Rex Charles, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF CHRIST:
206 N. Prairie Street, Brookston. Ron
Guzman, minister. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED METHODIST:
4915 Ferret St., Buck Creek. Dwight
Monical, pastor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15
a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST BRETHREN:
205 W. 8th St., Rev. Dr. Peter Roussakis,
pastor. SW: 10:00 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF CHRIST:
Dave Osborne, Pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
Bible Study (Thur): 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED METHODIST:
Bonnie Shoaf, pastor. SS: 11:00 a.m.,
SW 9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAPTIST:
Second & Main, Burnettsville. SW:
10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN: Sixth
& Washington, Burnettsville. John
Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: First & Main, Burnettsville.
SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal Inter-
pretive Center, Delphi. Eric Haley, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST: Dan
Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45 a.m.,
SW: 10 a.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers Kevin
Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m. SS:
Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Kasey Schnepp, pastor, SW: 9 a.m., SS:
10:20 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN:
3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan C.
Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m. SS:
10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30 p.m., Bible
study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: Jeff Brown
and Ann Bingaman, lay pastors. SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.

DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTERIAN:
Highway 29 in Deer Creek.  Dave Her-
ron, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.  SS;  Adult
8:45a.m. & Children 10:00 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 315
E. Main St, Delphi. Rev. Andrew Paris,
minister. SW: 9:30 a.m.,  SS: 10:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST: 405
Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sunday Bible
study: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 & 5 p.m.,
Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GOD:
321 W. Main Street, Delphi. Rev. Virgil
Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. &
6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor. Thurs.
night Bible Study: 7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45
p.m., SW: 2 p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST: Union
& Monroe Streets, Delphi. SW: 8:45 &
11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m., Todd Ladd, pas-
tor; Micah Hudson, youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Dan Fisher, pastor. SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED METHODIST:
SR 24 & Logan Street, Idaville. Mark
Gaylor, pastor. SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR 29,
Burlington. Steve Cole, minister. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11 a.m.,
Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N, west of
Hwy. 29. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH:
Hwys. 29 & 26, Middlefork. Jim Ander-
son, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH: U.S.
421 North, Tippecanoe Township.
Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW: 10 a.m. &
6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pastor.
SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family Night:
6:30pm, Adult & Youth Services Sun.
Evenings 6pm.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CAM-
DEN: Paul Marcellino, pastor. Tue. 9:30
a.m. Women’s study,  SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:45 a.m., Monthly Youth Group
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana & Franklin
Streets, Delphi. William Glenn, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W. Co-
lumbia Street, Flora. Interim pastors.
SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.

FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan Heren-
deen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m
FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street, Flora.
Sam Davenport, interim pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103 S.
Willow St., Flora. James Franklin, pas-
tor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.,
Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
211 S. Center St., Flora. Charles
Compton, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Rex Charles,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTHERN
BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill Godbey,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe White-
head, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW: 11 a.m. 
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD: 11073
E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Murphy, pastor.
SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., SS: 9:30 a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: 54 Main
St., Rossville. SS: 9 a.m., Fellowship:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.. Children’s
church available
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible Study: 6:30
p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE
of Camden. Guy Studebaker, pastor.
SW 10:15 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor, Rev.
Ashli Cartwright-Peak. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1 mile
E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pastor. SS:
10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.

PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39, Frank-
fort. Donna Enerson, pastor. SS: 9:45
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Everyone wel-
come.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
DELPHI: Main & Indiana Streets, Del-
phi. Rev. Bill McLean. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: SS: 9 a.m., SW:
10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob Cree,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN: SW:
9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00 a.m.;
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW 10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Floyd Smith, pastor. SS:
9a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville, IN.
John Evertt, pastor SS: 9 a.m., Fel-
lowship: 9:45 a.m. SW: 10:15 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville.
Rick Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST: St.
Rd. 29, Carrollton Township. Alan
Wyant, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter Van-
derkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. & 10:30
a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi.  SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75.  SW: 8:30 a.m..
SS: Same as Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: 869 N.
90 E., Burrows, Greg Britt, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. (574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Carl Davis, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

SS = Sunday School           SW = Sunday Worship
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Men must be brought out of their shells, encouraged to talk

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson

Dr. Dobson

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson
and published by Tyndale House Publishers.
Dr. Dobson is the founder and chairman of the
board of Focus on the Family, a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to the preservation of the
home and Judeo-Christian values. Copyright
1997 James Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved.
International copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask
whatever you will, and it
shall be done for you. John
15:7 Pd. Adv.
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