
UESTION: Last week
you said Dr. Wood-
ward’s philosophy of

child-rearing was rather typical
of the advice given to parents a
generation ago. Apart from the
specific example you cited, how
do your views differ? What is
the basic distinction between
your perspective and those of
more permissive advice-givers?

DR. DOBSON: I never met
the man, but I would think from
his writings that Woodward and
I perceive human nature very
differently. He apparently be-
lieved in the “innate goodness”
of children, which means they
will turn out fine if adults will
simply leave them alone. Most
of Woodward’s contemporaries
believed just that. It is my con-
viction, by contrast, that boys
and girls learn (and become)
what they are taught. Thus, it is
our task as parents to “civilize”
them — to introduce them to
manners and morals and proper
behavior. 

If it is desirable for children
to be kind, appreciative and
pleasant, those qualities should
be instilled in them — not sim-
ply hoped for. If we want to see
honesty, truthfulness and un-
selfishness in our offspring, then
these characteristics should be
the conscious objectives of our
early instructional process. If it
is important to produce respect-
ful, responsible young citizens
then we should teach them first
to respect us as their parents. 

In short, heredity does not
equip a child with proper atti-
tudes; we must build the foun-
dations of character ourselves.
If that assumption is doubted,
take a good look at adults whose
parents did not do their home-
work — those who were raised
on the streets with very little
parental instruction. A large per-
centage of them have prison
records today.

QUESTION: My six-year-
old son has always been an en-
ergetic child with some of the
symptoms of hyperactivity. He

has a short at-
tention span
and flits from
one activity to
another. I took
him to his pe-
diatrician, who
said he did not
have attention
deficit disorder.

However, he’s beginning to have
learning problems in school be-
cause he can’t stay in his seat
and concentrate on his lessons.
What should I do?

DR. DOBSON: It sounds
like your son is immature in
comparison with his age-mates
and could profit from being re-
tained in the first grade next
year. If his birthday is late in the
school’s eligibility-entrance
date, I would ask the school
psychologist to evaluate his
readiness to learn. Retaining an
immature boy during his early
school career (kindergarten or
first grade) can give him a so-
cial and academic advantage
throughout the remaining years
of elementary school. 

However, it is very important
to help him “save face” with his
peers. If possible, he should
change schools for at least a
year to avoid embarrassing
questions and ridicule from his
former classmates. You have
very little to lose by holding
back an immature boy, since
males tend to be about six
months behind females in de-
velopment at that time. The age
of a child is the worst criterion
on which to base a decision re-
garding when to begin a school
career. That determination
should be made according to
specific neurological, psychoso-
cial and pediatric variables.

Let me add one other sugges-
tion that you might consider.
Your son appears to be a good
candidate for home schooling.
Keep him in the safety of your
care until he matures a bit, and
then if you choose, place him in
school one year behind where
he would have been otherwise.
He will not suffer academically
and will be more secure for the
experience.

Home schooling is espe-
cially helpful for the imma-
ture child — usually a boy —
who is just not ready for the
social competition and rejec-
tion often experienced within
large groups. It is also benefi-
cial to children who do not
have this problem, if the par-
ent is committed to it. That’s
why home schooling is the
fastest growing educational
movement in the United
States today.

Comet staff report

The Indiana Youth Institute
(IYI) is accepting applications
for its 2009 Indiana Youth In-
vestment Awards which rec-
ognizes 10 non-profit
organizations for their out-
standing efforts on behalf of
Indiana youth. Applicants
may be youth-serving organi-
zations, schools or specific
programs that directly serve
children and youth. 

Winners will receive a
$5,000 cash award to be used
for professional development
and to improve work with

youth. Award winners will
also receive free admission
for two to the Dec. 1 and 2 In-
diana Youth Institute’s 2009
Kids Count in Indiana Con-
ference.  

The awards spotlight indi-
viduals and organizations
whose innovative approaches
to youth development are
making a positive difference
in the lives of kids. 

“In reviewing the applica-
tions and visiting the finalists
we find dedicated profession-
als who are making the most
of their resources to ensure

Hoosier kids can make the
most of their talents,” IYI
President and CEO Bill
Stanczykiewicz said. “Hold-
ing up these programs for oth-
ers across the state to see
validates their work and
serves as an incentive for
them to continue working on
behalf of our children.”

Applications need to be re-
ceived by IYI at the close of
business on June 1.

The new criteria and appli-
cations can be obtained at
iyi.org/yia or by calling (800)
343-7060.

By Dr. Peter E. Roussakis

From my observation there
is some truth, though certainly
not universal, that people have
less desire to stick it out when
challenged. Stick-to-it-ive-ness
is not as widespread a virtue as
in the days of my childhood. 

One area I have noticed in-
volves children, youth and
music lessons. There are many,
I am sure, who would like to
play piano or saxophone but
when it comes to practicing for
excellence, well, they might
rather watch a video or hang-
out with their friends. 

Or take the worker who feels

an injustice
has been done
to him and he
responds, “I
am not gong to
take that.
Bologna on
him! I am out
of here!” And
then of course

the angry person is out of
work.

It seems too easy for some to
avoid trying to deal with mat-
ters constructively. Persever-
ance, endurance, these are
virtues which lead to accom-
plishment, achievement and a
far-greater sense of meaning

than anything which offers ef-
fortless, immediate gratifica-
tion.

One of the Christian mes-
sages is that we encourage oth-
ers to consider Jesus the
‘leader’ of our faith who went
all the way to crucifixion for
the sake of the salvation of all
who would trust in Him and
follow in His way. The writer
of the New Testament book
Hebrews urged, “Let us fix our
eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfector of our faith, who for
the joy set before Him, endured
the cross, scorning its shame
and sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.” He-
brews 12:2. 

Hanging in there in life is a
good thing. Hanging in there
with the spirit of Jesus enabling
one to do so is available. He
makes life now worth living;
He gives the strength to cope in
times of trial and He promises
an eternal destiny with Him.
Not a bad deal, don’t you
think?

Dr. Peter E. Roussakis is the
pastor at the First Brethren
Church in Burlington.
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Lessons from the Heart

DIRECTORY OF AREA CHURCHES

AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOMI-
NATIONAL: Larry Williams, pastor. SW:
10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED METHODIST:
Rex Charles, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF CHRIST:
206 N. Prairie Street, Brookston. Ron
Guzman, minister. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED METHODIST:
4915 Ferret St., Buck Creek. Dwight
Monical, pastor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15
a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST BRETHREN:
205 W. 8th St., Rev. Dr. Peter Roussakis,
pastor. SW: 10:00 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF CHRIST:
Dave Osborne, Pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
Bible Study (Thur): 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED METHODIST:
Bonnie Shoaf, pastor. SS: 11:00 a.m.,
SW 9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAPTIST:
Second & Main, Burnettsville. SW:
10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN: Sixth
& Washington, Burnettsville. John
Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: First & Main, Burnettsville.
SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal Inter-
pretive Center, Delphi. Eric Haley, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST: Dan
Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45 a.m.,
SW: 10 a.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers Kevin
Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m. SS:
Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Kasey Schnepp, pastor, SW: 9 a.m., SS:
10:20 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN:
3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan C.
Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m. SS:
10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30 p.m., Bible
study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: Jeff Brown
and Ann Bingaman, lay pastors. SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.

DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTERIAN:
Highway 29 in Deer Creek.  Dave Her-
ron, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.  SS;  Adult
8:45a.m. & Children 10:00 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 315
E. Main St, Delphi. Rev. Andrew Paris,
minister. SW: 9:30 a.m.,  SS: 10:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST: 405
Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sunday Bible
study: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 & 5 p.m.,
Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GOD:
321 W. Main Street, Delphi. Rev. Virgil
Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. &
6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor. Thurs.
night Bible Study: 7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45
p.m., SW: 2 p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST: Union
& Monroe Streets, Delphi. SW: 8:45 &
11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m., Todd Ladd, pas-
tor; Micah Hudson, youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Dan Fisher, pastor. SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED METHODIST:
SR 24 & Logan Street, Idaville. Mark
Gaylor, pastor. SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR 29,
Burlington. Steve Cole, minister. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11 a.m.,
Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N, west of
Hwy. 29. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH:
Hwys. 29 & 26, Middlefork. Jim Ander-
son, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH: U.S.
421 North, Tippecanoe Township.
Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW: 10 a.m. &
6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pastor.
SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family Night:
6:30pm, Adult & Youth Services Sun.
Evenings 6pm.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CAM-
DEN: Paul Marcellino, pastor. Tue. 9:30
a.m. Women’s study,  SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:45 a.m., Monthly Youth Group
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana & Franklin
Streets, Delphi. William Glenn, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W. Co-
lumbia Street, Flora. Interim pastors.
SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.

FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan Heren-
deen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m
FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street, Flora.
Sam Davenport, interim pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103 S.
Willow St., Flora. James Franklin, pas-
tor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.,
Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
211 S. Center St., Flora. Charles
Compton, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Rex Charles,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTHERN
BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill Godbey,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe White-
head, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW: 11 a.m. 
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD: 11073
E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Murphy, pastor.
SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., SS: 9:30 a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: 54 Main
St., Rossville. SS: 9 a.m., Fellowship:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.. Children’s
church available
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible Study: 6:30
p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE
of Camden. Guy Studebaker, pastor.
SW 10:15 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor, Rev.
Ashli Cartwright-Peak. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1 mile
E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pastor. SS:
10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.

PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39, Frank-
fort. Donna Enerson, pastor. SS: 9:45
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Everyone wel-
come.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
DELPHI: Main & Indiana Streets, Del-
phi. Rev. Bill McLean. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: SS: 9 a.m., SW:
10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob Cree,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN: SW:
9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00 a.m.;
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW 10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Floyd Smith, pastor. SS:
9a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville, IN.
John Evertt, pastor SS: 9 a.m., Fel-
lowship: 9:45 a.m. SW: 10:15 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville.
Rick Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST: St.
Rd. 29, Carrollton Township. Alan
Wyant, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter Van-
derkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. & 10:30
a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi.  SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75.  SW: 8:30 a.m..
SS: Same as Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: 869 N.
90 E., Burrows, Greg Britt, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. (574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Carl Davis, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

SS = Sunday School           SW = Sunday Worship
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 Flora, IN 46929
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 1-800-622-1118

WE SUPPORT YOUR
CHOICE OF WORSHIP
WE SUPPORT YOUR

CHOICE OF WORSHIP

Children’s good values must be taught through discipline

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson

Dr. Dobson

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson
and published by Tyndale House Publishers.
Dr. Dobson is the founder and chairman of the
board of Focus on the Family, a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to the preservation of the
home and Judeo-Christian values. Copyright
1997 James Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved.
International copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

Therefore I tell you, what-
ever you ask in prayer, be-
lieve that you receive it, and
you will. Mark 11:24 Pd. Adv.

Q

Indiana Youth Institute seeks
non-profit award applications

Announcements
Flora First Christian Church

invites everyone to HOLY

HUMOR SUNDAY on April
19.  The joyful service begins
at 9:30 a.m.  Holy Humor
Sunday, traditionally held the
Sunday after Easter, is a way
to rejoice and celebrate the
Risen Christ beyond Easter.
This will be the fourth year
for Flora First Christian’s spe-
cial post-Easter service. Holy
Humor Sunday is an old cus-
tom from the time of the early
Christians. It is being revived
today, with smiles, laughter,
and joy filling the sanctuary.
The church is located on
South Center Street.

 S OLOMON ’ S  G RILLE

 R ESTAURANT
 101 Front St.

 Delphi
 765-564-4410

 To sponsor this page 
 please call:

 Carol@1•800•293•4709
 or Fax your request to:

 1•866•769•4884


