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IRS begins tax season with steps to help Volunteers sought for
financially distressed taxpayers

The Internal Revenue
Service kicked off the 2009
tax filing season Tuesday by
announcing a number of new
steps to help financially dis-
tressed taxpayers maximize
their refunds and speed pay-
ments while providing addi-

tional help to people
struggling to meet their tax
obligations.

IRS Commissioner Doug
Shulman encouraged taxpay-
ers to take advantage of sev-
eral new tax credits and
deductions this filing season
and announced a major en-
hancement to the Free File
program that will allow
nearly all taxpayers to e-file
for free and accelerate their
refunds.

“With so many people fac-
ing financial difficulties, we
want taxpayers to get all the
tax credits they’re entitled to
as quickly as they can,” Shul-
man said. “In addition, we
are creating new protections
to help people trying to meet
their tax obligations. The IRS
will do everything it can to
help during these tough
times.”

Help for people who owe
taxes

With many people facing
additional financial difficul-

ties, the IRS is taking several
additional steps to help peo-
ple who owe back taxes.

“We need to ensure that we
balance our responsibility to
enforce the law with the eco-
nomic realities facing many
American citizens today,”
Shulman said. “We want to
go the extra mile to help tax-
payers, especially those
who’ve done the right thing
in the past and are facing un-
usual hardships.”

On a wide range of situa-
tions, IRS employees have
flexibility to work with strug-
gling taxpayers to assist them
with their situation. Depend-
ing on the circumstances,
taxpayers in hardship situa-
tions may be able to adjust
payments for back taxes,
avoid defaulting on payment
agreements or possibly defer
collection action.

The IRS reminds taxpayers
who are behind on tax pay-
ments and need assistance to
contact the phone numbers
listed on their IRS correspon-
dence. There could be addi-
tional help available for these
taxpayers facing unusual
hardship situations.

Among the areas where the
IRS can provide assistance
are:

Austin 25th anniversary

s —

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Austin,
P.O. Box 183, Rossville, will
celebrate their 25th wedding
anniversary at an open house
Jan. 17 at the Bennett Room
in Rossville.

The event will be from 2 to
5 p.m. and is being hosted by
Mrs. Austin’s siblings, Karen

R

Fullmer and Dave Clark.

Austin and the former Deb-
bie Clark were married Jan.
7, 1984, in Springfield, Ohio.

He works for Kramer Lum-
ber, and she is a childcare
provider and homemaker.

They request that gifts be
omitted.

Harshbarger, Crossfield wed

Kayla Sue Harshbarger and
Kyle Wayne Crossfield ex-
changed wedding vows at
4:30 p.m. Nov. 22 at Com-
munity Wesleyan Church in
Newark, Ohio.

The bride is the daughter of
John and Lynn Harshbarger
of Flora. Parents of the groom
are Les and Chris Crossfield
of Newark.

The groom’s father offici-
ated at the ceremony. Pianist
was Carl Calicutt of Newark.
Vocalists were Lisa Beaver of
Flora, aunt of the bride, and
Andy Harshbarger of
Newark, uncle of the bride.

Maid of honor was Valerie
Sieber of Cutler, cousin of the
bride. Bridesmaids were
Kimberly Harshbarger of
Frankfort, sister of the bride;
Emily Bowman of Burling-
ton, Kimber Houser of Flora
and Desiray Simmons of Cut-
ler.

Flower girl was Halie Wolf
of Rossville, niece of the
bride, and ring bearer was
Alex Boudreau of Newark,
nephew of the groom.

Justin Darnes of Newark
served as best man. Grooms-
men were Tim Boudreau of
Newark, brother-in-law of the
groom; Ryan Seal of Michi-
gan and Wes McCullough of
Newark.

Ushers were Joshua Harsh-
barger of Newark, cousin of
the bride, and Scott Allen of
Flora.

Katie Shafer of Flora was
guest registrar, and Mary
Harlan of Bunker Hill was
gift attendant.

A reception at the church
followed the ceremony.

The bride is a 2006 gradu-
ate of Carroll High School
and works at Park National
Bank in mortgage loan pro-
cessing.

The groom is a 2006 gradu-
ate of Newark High School
and is a Donotos warehouse
associate.

Following a wedding trip to
Hocking Hills, Ohio, Mr. and
Mrs. Crossfield are residing
at 970 Lawnview Avenue,
Newark, Ohio.

v Postponement of Collec-
tion Actions: IRS employees
will have greater authority to
suspend collection actions in
certain hardship cases where
taxpayers are unable to pay.
This includes instances when
the taxpayer has recently lost
a job, is relying solely on So-
cial Security or welfare in-
come or is facing devastating
illness or significant medical
bills. If an individual has re-
cently encountered this type
of financial problem, IRS as-
sistors may be able to sus-
pend collection without
documentation to minimize
burden on the taxpayer.

v Added Flexibility for
Missed Payments: The IRS is
allowing more flexibility for
previously compliant indi-
viduals in existing Install-
ment Agreements who have
difficulty making payments
because of a job loss or other
financial hardship. The IRS
may allow a skipped pay-
ment or a reduced monthly
payment amount without au-
tomatically suspending the
Installment Agreement. Tax-
payers in a difficult financial
situation should contact the
IRS.

v Additional Review for
Offers in Compromise on
Home Values: An Offer in
Compromise (OIC), an
agreement between a tax-
payer and the IRS that settles
the taxpayer’s tax debt for
less than the full amount
owed, may be a viable option
for taxpayers experiencing
economic difficulties. How-
ever, the equity taxpayers
have in real property can be
a barrier to an OIC being ac-
cepted. With the uncertainty
in the housing market, the
IRS recognizes that the real-
estate valuations used to as-
sess ability to pay may not be
accurate. So in instances
where the accuracy of local
real-estate valuations is in
question or other unusual
hardships exist, the IRS is
creating a new second review
of the information to deter-
mine if accepting an offer is
appropriate.

Prevention of Offer in
Compromise Defaults: Tax-
payers who are unable to
meet the periodic payment
terms of an accepted OIC
will be able to contact the
IRS office handling the offer
for available options to help
them avoid default.

v Expedited Levy Re-
leases: The IRS will speed
the delivery of levy releases
by easing requirements on
taxpayers who request expe-
dited levy releases for hard-
ship reasons.  Taxpayers
seeking expedited releases
for levies to an employer or
bank should contact the IRS
number shown on the notice
of levy to discuss available
options. When calling, tax-
payers requesting a levy re-
lease due to hardship should
be prepared to provide the
IRS with the fax number of
the bank or employer pro-
cessing the levy.

Taxpayers with financial
problems who discover they
can’t pay when they file their
2008 tax returns also have
options available. IRS.gov
has a list of “What If?” sce-
narios that deal with payment
and other financial problems.
These scenarios, in question-
and-answer format, provide
information on specific ac-
tions taxpayers can take. Tax-
payers unable to pay in full
can likewise contact the IRS
to discuss additional options
to pay.

Maximizing refunds and
speeding refund delivery

This filing season, there
are several steps taxpayers
can take to maximize their
refunds and speed the deliv-
ery of money from the IRS.

Taxpayers should look into
the numerous tax breaks
available and take every
credit, deduction and exclu-
sion for which they qualify.
People who had less income
in 2008 could find they qual-
ify for credits for which they
previously did not qualify.
And there are several new
benefits this year:

First-Time Homebuyer
Credit: Those who bought a
principal residence recently
or are considering buying
one should take note. This
unique credit of up to $7,500
works much like a 15-year
interest-free loan. IRS.gov
has more details and answers
to common questions.

v The Recovery Rebate
Credit: This credit is figured
like last year’s Economic

Stimulus Payment except
that Recovery Rebate Credit
amounts are based on tax
year 2008 instead of 2007.
Most people already received
their full benefit in the form
of the Economic Stimulus
Payment. However, a tax-
payer may qualify for the Re-
covery Rebate Credit, if, for
example, he or she did not
get an Economic Stimulus
Payment, had a child in 2008
or had a change in income
level. If you receive this
credit, it will be included in
your refund and will not be
issued as a separate payment.
See the Form 1040 Instruc-
tions, Fact Sheet 2009-3 or
the information center on
IRS .gov for details.

v Standard Deduction for
Real Estate Taxes: Taxpayers
can claim an additional stan-
dard deduction, based on the
state or local real estate taxes
paid in 2008. The maximum
deduction is $500, or $1,000

foi/ioint filers.
Mortgage Workouts and
Foreclosures: For  most

homeowners, these are now
tax-free. Eligible homeown-
ers can exclude debt forgiven
on their principal residence if
the balance of the loan was
less than $2 million. The
limit is $1 million for a mar-
ried person filing a separate
return. See Form 982 and its
instructions for details.

IRS.gov, the official IRS
Web site, has more informa-
tion on these and other popu-
lar credits, such as the child
tax credit, the Earned Income
Tax Credit and alternative
fuel vehicle credit.

E-File, E-Pay, direct de-
posit

This year, electronic filing
options will speed the pay-
ment of refunds to millions
of taxpayers. Taxpayers who
e-file and choose direct de-
posit for their refunds, for ex-
ample, will get their refunds
in as few as 10 days. That
compares to approximately
six weeks for people who file
a paper return and get a tradi-
tional paper check.

Taxpayers can begin filing
electronically on Jan. 16.

The IRS in 2009 is again
offering free tax preparation
and filing through the Free
File program. Anyone with
an adjusted gross income up
to $56,000 can use the stan-
dard Free File options this
year — that is approximately
98 million Americans. The
program also has usability
improvements, including a
standardized set of electronic
forms that are most fre-
quently used by Free File-el-
igible taxpayers.

This year the IRS and its
partners are offering a new
option, Free File Fillable Tax
Forms, that opens up Free
File to virtually everyone,
even those whose incomes
exceed $56,000.

Free File Fillable Tax
Forms allows taxpayers to
fill out and file their tax
forms electronically, just as
they would on paper. This
option does not include an
“interview” process like the
other Free File offerings, but
it does allow taxpayers to
enter their tax data, perform
basic math calculations, sign
electronically, print their re-
turns for recordkeeping and
e-file their returns. It may be
just right for those who are
comfortable with the tax law
or those who use electronic
software to prepare their re-
turns but file using paper
forms.

Both the fillable-forms op-
tion and the previously avail-
able Free File offerings are
available only through the
IRS.gov Web site. More in-
formation will be available in
mid-January.

1040 central and
taxpayer-friendly features

When they visit the
IRS.gov Web site this filing
season, taxpayers may notice
the new “rotating spotlight”
feature on the homepage. The
spotlights, which change
every few seconds, give the
taxpaying public direct ac-
cess to more of the IRS Web
site’s vast amount of content.

Also on the homepage,
taxpayers can click on 1040
Central to find help preparing
and filing their tax returns.
Like last year, this popular
section of IRS.gov has a
wide range of offerings that
address taxpayer needs.

Finally, the IRS is produc-
ing a number of podcasts this
filing season that will be
available on IRS.gov.

new tax program

Comet staff report

The Carroll County EITC
is seeking volunteers to help
with the new Volunteers In-

come Tax Assistance
(VITA) tax program in Del-
phi.

Each year dedicated vol-
unteers train and volunteer
their time to give back to the
community.

“Join us this year to help
the low to middle income
population with free tax
preparation,” said Kathy
Bell VITA program man-
ager. “Receive free training
and get IRS certified to help
the community in these
tough financial times.”

For more information,
call 765-564-9028 or visit
www.carrollcountyeitc.org.

Community Thank You

Dear Christmas Angel,
It was a
dreary day before Christmas
when I was on my way to my
oncologist appointment in
Lafayette. Life had been a
little tough lately and I was a
little down in the dumps. I
went to get my mail and there
was an envelope addressed to
me with no return address in
the left corner. I routinely
opened the card and could not
believe what I saw....a
money order from you!!! I
immediately burst into tears
and continued to cry all the
way to Lafayette. It had been
just the week before when my
car had major repairs and my
heat pump had quit and I was

Bridge-A-Rama

Proceeds from Bridge-A-
Rama support Tri Kappa
scholarships

Bridge-A-Rama high
scores for December were
Jane Smith and Donnabelle
Sieber with 3,290 points,
Joann Vianco and Helen
Schilling with 3,140 points
and Ed and Melverine Gru-
ber with 3,080 points.

High scores in each group
were Sam Watkins and Betty
Huffman,  Betty Jean
Sprague and Sharon Quinn,
Joan Maxwell and Schilling,
Watkins and Laura Baker,
Pat Myer and Ginny Emer-
son, Rita Wingard and
Sieber, Myer and Emerson
and Jack Cohee and Robert
Crume.

Wi

prs. \Wagoner &
Wago

cosmelic & family dentistry
Gordon D. Wagoner DDS, MAGD ~ Brian D. Wagoner DDS, FAGD

overwhelmed how I was
going to buy Christmas for
my children plus paying the
repair bills.  Whether you
knew of my plight or not I
cannot begin to thank you
enough for your kindness. I
am now able to pay the car
repair bill. You must have
angel wings and I am so ap-
preciative. Hugs to you and
God Bless.
Pam Minier
Camden

Carpet
Cleaning
& Odor Control

Floor waxing & Janitorial services

Residential and Commercial
Custom Cleaning.

SHAVER'S

Call 574-686-2073

Cynthia

Harmon

Attorney at Law
103 S. Howard St.
Flora, IN 46929

574-967-4333
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Free Initial Consultation

* Divorce & Family Law
o Wills, Trusts & Estates
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Now offering the innovative new Snap-On Smile appliance
Redo your smile with no shots and no drilling!

Cosmetics ~ Dentures ~ Ortho ~ Sleep Disorders

(574) 967-4434

Toll free (877) 967-4434
17 South Division Street ~ Flora
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REARANGE

BECINS NOW!

30% to 70% OFF¥
Winter
Merchandise

When you have a sick
child, it’s hard to tell
who is more frightened
.. you or your child.
Everyone in our
hospital will work to
get your child well and
home as quickly as
possible.

St. Vincent
Frankfort
Hospital

“The Spirst of Caring”

1300 South Jackson Street ® Frankfort, IN ® (765)656-3000



