
By Adam Condor

A few weeks ago I had the
privilege of attending the
final regular season Ball
State University football
game. Ball State went unde-
feated during the regular
season, a great accomplish-
ment among today’s college
football teams. After the
game I watched as thou-
sands of individuals ran
onto the field to congratu-
late the football team and
the coaching staff and to
celebrate a season in which
their team was perfect. Al-
though I have never been a
Ball State fan, I found my-
self caught up in the excite-
ment and felt pride for this
team that I had just ob-
served. This got me thinking
about perfection. 

The Bible has much to say
about perfection; 
• Deuteronomy 32:4; God’s
works are perfect, 
• Psalm 18:30; God’s ways
are perfect, 
• Job 36:4; God’s knowl-
edge is perfect, 
• Psalms 19:7; God’s law is
perfect, 
• Psalms 50:2; God’s beauty
is perfect, 

• Isaiah 25:1;
God’s faith-
fulness is
perfect, 
• James 1:17;
God’s gifts
are perfect, 

What an
a w e s o m e ,
perfect God
we have the opportunity to
worship and serve. But what
is encouraging is that in
Matthew 5:48 Jesus calls us
to be perfect as well. So
how can we achieve perfec-
tion? Jesus gave two steps
toward achieving perfection
in Matthew 19:16-30, the
story of the rich young ruler
who asked about eternal
life. Jesus lays out for him
the laws that he must follow
and the ruler claims that he
is following all of them.
Then Jesus says to him, in
verse 21, “If you want to be
perfect, go, sell your pos-
sessions and give to the
poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven. Then
come, follow me.”

It comes down to two dis-
tinct things. If you want to
be perfect as God is perfect,
if you want to achieve all
that God has intended for

you to be, you must love
God and love people. Jesus
states it like this in Luke
10:27; “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with
all your strength and with
all your mind; and, Love
your neighbor as yourself.”
Love God and love people! 

Paul writes in Philippians
3:12-14; “Not that I have al-
ready obtained all this, or
have already been made per-
fect, but I press on to take
hold of that for which Christ
Jesus took hold of me.
Brothers, I do not consider
myself yet to have taken
hold of it. But one thing I
do: Forgetting what is be-
hind and straining toward
what is ahead, I press on to-
ward the goal to win the
prize for which God has
called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.”

So I urge you to “press on
toward the goal” that God
has called you to.

Adam Condor is youth
pastor at the Flora and
Bringhurst United
Methodist churches.
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Find your way to the prize

UESTION: Why is it
that children are
often the most ob-

noxious and irritating on
vacations and at other
times when parents specifi-
cally try to please them?
On those special days,
you’d think the kids would
say to themselves, “Wow!
Mom and Dad are doing
something really nice for
us, taking us on this great
vacation. We’re going to
give them a break and be
really good kids today.”
Isn’t that reasonable?

DR. DOBSON: Sure it’s
reasonable, but children
just don’t think that way. In
fact, many boys and girls
misbehave even more at
these times. Why is this?
One reason, I think, is be-
cause children often feel
compelled to reexamine the
boundaries whenever they
think they may have
moved. In other words,
whenever the normal rou-
tine changes, the tougher
kids often push the limits
to see if the old rules still
apply.

QUESTION: Our 15-
year-old daughter is get-
ting some rough treatment
at the hands of her peers
these days. She wasn’t in-
vited to a party given by a
girl who had been her best
friend, and she cried her-
self to sleep that night. It’s

just tearing me up to
see her hurt like this.
Will this experience
leave lifelong scars
on her mind?

DR. DOBSON:
It’s all a matter of
degree. Most
teenagers experience
a measure of rejection like
your daughter is experienc-
ing. They typically roll
with the punches and even-
tually get beyond the dis-
comfort. Others, however,
are wounded for life by the
rejection of those adoles-
cent experiences. I suggest
you give your daughter
plenty of emotional sup-
port, keep her talking and
do what you can to help her
cope. I think she’ll get her
legs under her when the
pressure of these years has
passed.

Let me address the larger
issue here. When we see
our children struggling
with the teen experience or
other frustrations, it’s natu-
ral to wish we could sweep
aside the problems and ob-
stacles. Sometimes we
have to be reminded that
the human personality
grows through adversity.
“No pain, no gain,” as they
say. Those who have con-
quered their problems are
more secure than those
who have never faced
them. 

I learned the value
of hard times from
my own experience.
During my seventh
and eighth grades, I
lived through the
most painful years
of my life. I found
myself in a social

crossfire that gave rise to
intense feelings of inferior-
ity and doubt. And yet
those two years have con-
tributed more qualities that
are positive to my adult
personality than any other
span of my life. What I
learned through that expe-
rience is still useful to me
today.

Though it may be hard to
accept now, your child
needs the minor setbacks
and disappointments that
come her way. How can she
learn to cope with prob-
lems and frustrations if her
early experiences are to-
tally without trial? Nature
tells us this is true. A tree
that’s planted in a rain for-
est is never forced to ex-
tend its roots downward in
search of water. Conse-
quently, it remains poorly

anchored and can be top-
pled by even a moderate
wind. By contrast, a
mesquite tree that’s planted
in a dry desert is threatened
by its hostile environment.
It can only survive by
sending its roots down
thirty feet or more into the
earth, seeking cool water.
But through this adaptation
to an arid land, the well-
rooted tree becomes strong
and steady against all as-
sailants.

Our children are like the
two trees in some ways.
Those who have learned to
conquer their problems are
better anchored than those
who have never faced
them. 

Our task as parents, then,
is not to eliminate every
challenge for our children,
but to serve as a confident
ally on their behalf, en-
couraging them when they
are distressed, intervening
when the threats are over-
whelming, and above all,
giving them the tools they
need to overcome the ob-
stacles.

Children can be at their worst on family vacations

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson

Dr. Dobson

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson
and published by Tyndale House Publishers.
Dr. Dobson is the founder and chairman of the
board of Focus on the Family, a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to the preservation of the
home and Judeo-Christian values. Copyright
1997 James Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved.
International copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

The grass withers, the
flower fades; but the word of
our God will stand forever.
Isaiah 40:8 Pd. Adv.
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ABBOTT FUNERAL HOME
421 E. Main St., Delphi
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Pre-arrangement plans available

“Where Caring and Service Come First”
Carl & Leah Abbott, owners

Delphi, IN 46923

P.T.I. Machining Inc.
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 Flora • Lafayette
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 Flora, IN 46929
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Delphi’s Full Service Grocery Store
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

123 E. Franklin St.
Phone: 765-564-3795

Quality Meat – Produce – Deli

 Hog Slat Midwest, Inc.
 200 N . M erid ian Road
 P.O. Box 26, Cam de n

 574-967-4145
 5345 North 7th Street
 Delphi, IN 46923
 765-564-6347•800-303-9439   Authorized Service Center

 Domestic • Foreign • Truck
 Full Service Auto Repair Center

THE FLOWER SHOPPE I
FLORA

THE FLOWER SHOPPE II
 DELPHI

574-967-3022 • 765-564-2597
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DIRECTORY OF
AREA CHURCHES

AMERICUS UNION NON-DE-
NOMINATIONAL: Larry Williams,
pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED
METHODIST: Rex Charles, pas-
tor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: 206 N. Prairie Street,
Brookston. Ron Guzman, minister.
SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED
METHODIST: 4915 Ferret St.,
Buck Creek. Dwight Monical, pas-
tor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST
BRETHREN: 205 W. 8th St., Rev.
Dr. Peter Roussakis, pastor. SW:
10:00 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: Dave Osborne, Interim
Pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m., Bible Study
(Thur): 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST: Bonnie Shoaf, pas-
tor. SS: 11:00 a.m., SW 9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAP-
TIST: Second & Main, Bur-
nettsville. SW: 10:00 a.m., SS:
11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN:
Sixth & Washington, Burnettsville.
John Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30
a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN: First & Main,
Burnettsville. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN:
SS: 11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal
Interpretive Center, Delphi. Eric
Haley, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST:
Dan Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 -
9:45 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers
Kevin Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30
a.m. SS: Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED
METHODIST: Kasey Schnepp,
pastor, SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN: 3570 E 200S, Bringhurst,
Dan C. Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30
a.m. SS: 10:30 a.m. Youth group
6:30 p.m., Bible study Wed. 6:30
p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: Jeff
Brown and Ann Bingaman, lay
pastors. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m.
DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTE-
RIAN: Highway 29 in Deer Creek.
Dave Herron, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
SS;  Adult 8:45a.m. & Children
10:00 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH:
315 E. Main St, Delphi. Rev. An-
drew Paris, minister. SW: 9:30
a.m.,  SS: 10:45 a.m. Wed. Bible
study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST:
405 Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sun-
day Bible study: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 & 5 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
GOD: 321 W. Main Street, Delphi.
Rev. Virgil Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor.
Thurs. night Bible Study:
7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45 p.m., SW: 2
p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST:
Union & Monroe Streets, Delphi.
SW: 8:45 & 11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.,
Todd Ladd, pastor; Micah Hudson,
youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Dan Fisher, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6
p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED
METHODIST: SR 24 & Logan
Street, Idaville. Mark Gaylor, pas-
tor. SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR
29, Burlington. Steve Cole, minis-
ter. SW: 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m.,
SS: 11 a.m., Wed. Bible study 7
p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N,
west of Hwy. 29. SS: 9 a.m., SW:
10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH: Hwys. 29 & 26, Middle-
fork. Jim Anderson, pastor. SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6
p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH:
U.S. 421 North, Tippecanoe Town-
ship. Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver,
pastor. SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family
Night: 6:30pm, Adult & Youth Serv-
ices Sun. Evenings 6pm.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CAMDEN: Paul Marcellino, pastor.
Tue. 9:30 a.m. Women’s study,
SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:45 a.m.,
Monthly Youth Group
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana &
Franklin Streets, Delphi. William
Glenn, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W.
Columbia Street, Flora. Interim
pastors. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan Heren-
deen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m
FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street,
Flora. Sam Davenport, interim pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103
S. Willow St., Flora. James Franklin,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m., Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 211 S. Center St., Flora.
Charles Compton, pastor. SW: 9:30
a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Rex Charles,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTH-
ERN BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill
Godbey, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe
Whitehead, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW:
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD:
11073 E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Mur-
phy, pastor. SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.,
SS: 9:30 a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: 54 Main
St., Rossville. Sunday Services:
8:50-9:20 Coffee and Fellowship,
9:30 worship. Children’s church
available
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible
Study: 6:30 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N,
SE of Camden. Guy Studebaker,
pastor. SW 10:15 a.m., SS: 9:00
a.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor, Rev.
Ashli Cartwright-Peak. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1
mile E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pas-
tor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39,
Frankfort. Donna Enerson, pastor.
SS: 9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
Everyone welcome.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
DELPHI: Main & Indiana Streets,
Delphi. Rev. Bill McLean. SW: 9:30
a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: Pastor. Howard Hen-
drickson SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob
Cree, pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10
a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN:
SW: 9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00
a.m.; Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW
10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Floyd Smith, pastor. SS:
9a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5434 W State Rd 26,
Rossville, IN.  John Evertt, pastor
SS: 9 a.m., Fellowship: 9:45 a.m.
SW: 10:15 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED
METHODIST: Main & Gaddis
Streets, Rossville. Rick Jones, pas-
tor. SS: 9:15 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST:
St. Rd. 29, Carrollton Township.
James Lund, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter
Vanderkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi.  SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75.  SW: 8:30 a.m..
SS: Same as Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: 869 N.
90 E., Burrows, Greg Britt, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. (574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Carl Davis, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

SS=Sunday School SW=Sunday Worship

Lessons from the Heart

Local lodge
receives plaque
I.O.O.F. Lodge #28 located
on Washington St. in Delphi
was awarded a plaque in
October from the Delphi
Historical Preservation So-
ciety for restoration efforts
to the building. Pictured is
Noble Grand Jack Dillman.
Photo provided

Deadline to sign up for
Medicare Part D nears
Comet staff report

The Indiana Association of
Area Agencies on Aging re-
minds older adults and per-
sons with disabilities that
there are less than 30 days left
to sign up for the Medicare
Part D prescription drug pro-
gram and find out if they are
eligible for extra help to assist
in paying premiums for the
program.

The last day to sign up for
or change a plan is Dec. 31.

Individuals who require as-
sistance in signing up for a
plan can also call their local
Area Agency on Aging at 1-
800-986-3505 to schedule a
confidential appointment with
a counselor to help them in-
vestigate the best plan for
their individual needs.

Announcements

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE at the Rockfield
Presbyterian Church will
begin at 7 p.m. All are wel-
come.
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