
By Pastor Chuck Compton

Thanksgiving season is
coming and we will probably
have someone say to us “Be
Thankful!” I pray that we do
not consider this to be an
order, but an invitation to a
wonderful experience for our
lives. We have become so ac-
customed to thinking of
Thanksgiving in terms of
gratitude for material bless-
ings and nature’s bounty that
we find it hard to think in
terms of being grateful for
God’s good gifts that are hid-
den in experiences we fear, re-
sist and try to avoid. This year

with the financial cri-
sis and an uncertain
political future in our
country, it would be
very easy to “dig in
our heels” in fear and
resist any change that
might be coming.

Would you consider
for a moment a possi-
ble change in our approach to
this season of thanksgiving?

• Let us thank God for the
opposition we have had to
meet, the resistance that has
forced us to put forth our best
effort, the disputes that have
compelled us to reexamine
our arguments and eliminate

the flaws.
• Let us thank God

for the struggles that
have caused us to
grow, the defeats that
have kept us humble,
the losses that have
made us cautious, and
the dangers that have
kept us alert.

• Let us thank God for the
risks we have had to take, that
have brought out hidden
strengths.

• Let us thank God for some
of the enemies we have made,
for to have no enemies means
that we have not taken issue
with wrong, defied any evil,

or rallied to the defense of the
oppressed.

• Let us thank God for our
critics who tell us the truth
about ourselves.

• Above all, let us thank
God that good has often come
out of evil; that struggles we
would have preferred to avoid
have turned into blessings;
that confident in His love and
goodness, we have found
strength and courage to face
whatever comes - to “run the
race that is set before us.”

Happy Thanksgiving!
Chuck Compton is pastor at

the Flora Presbyterian
Church.
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Be thankful

UESTION: How
would you go about
telling a child he or she

is adopted, and when should
that disclosure occur?

DR. DOBSON: First, begin
talking to your toddlers about
their adoption before they can
understand the meaning of the
words. That way there will
never be a moment when dis-
closure is necessary. To learn
of adoption from a neighbor or
other family member can be an
awful shock to an individual.
Don’t risk the devastation of a
later discovery by failing to
take the sting out of the issue
in babyhood.

Second, celebrate two birth-
days with equal gusto each
year: the anniversary of her
birth, and the anniversary of
the day she became your
daughter. That is a handy
mechanism by which the fact
of adoption can be introduced.
It also provides a way to equal-
ize the status of siblings. Bio-
logical children have a
psychological advantage,
which they sometimes lord
over their adopted brother or
sister. That one-upmanship is
neutralized somewhat when
the adopted child gets a second
birthday.

Third, present the adoptive
event as a tremendous blessing

(as implied above) that
brought great excite-
ment to the household.
Tell about how badly
you and your wife
wanted a baby to hold
even though it looked
like you wouldn’t get
to raise another boy or
girl. Then describe how the
news came that “you had ar-
rived,” and how the whole
family celebrated and cheered.
Let your child know your de-
light when you first saw him
lying in a crib, and how cute he
looked in his blue blanket, etc.
Tell him that his adoption was
one of the happiest days of
your life, and how you raced to
the telephone to call all your
friends and family members to
share the fantastic news.
(Again, I’m assuming that
these details are true.) 

This is the point: The child’s
interpretation of the adoptive
event is almost totally depend-
ent on the manner in which it
is conveyed during the early
years. Most certainly, one does
not want to approach the sub-
ject sadly, admitting reluc-
tantly that a dark and
troublesome secret must now
be confessed.

Fourth, when the foundation
has been laid and the issue is
defused, then forget it. Don’t

constantly remind the
child of his unique-
ness to the point of
foolishness. Mention
the matter when it is
appropriate, but don’t
reveal anxiety or ten-
sion by constantly
throwing adoption in

the child’s face. Youngsters are
amazingly perceptive at “read-
ing” these thinly disguised at-
titudes.

I believe it is possible, by
following these common sense
suggestions, to raise an
adopted child without psycho-
logical trauma or personal in-
sult.

QUESTION: My fourteen-
year-old boy is flighty, mis-
chievous, irresponsible and
lazy. If I don’t watch him very
carefully, he’ll find ways to get
into trouble — not really bad
stuff, just stupid kid behavior.
But I’m afraid I could lose him
right at this time. What can I
do to keep him on track?

DR. DOBSON: It is most

important to keep your ram-
bunctious youngster moving.
If you let him get bored, he’ll
find destructive ways to use
unstructured and unsupervised
time. My advice is to get him
involved in the very best
church youth program you can
find. If your local congregation
only has four bored kids in its
junior high department and
seven sleepy high schoolers, I
would consider changing
churches.

I know doing that could be
disruptive to the rest of your
family, but it might help save
your volatile kid. This can be
done not only through church
activities but also by involve-
ment with athletics, music,
horses or other animals, and
part-time jobs. The hope is that
one of those options will grab
his fancy at some point, and
his boundless energy will be
channeled into something con-
structive. Until then, you must
keep that energetic kid’s
scrawny legs churning!

Child’s adoption is a blessing to be celebrated

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson

Dr. Dobson

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson
and published by Tyndale House Publishers.
Dr. Dobson is the founder and chairman of the
board of Focus on the Family, a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to the preservation of the
home and Judeo-Christian values. Copyright
1997 James Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved.
International copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you; not as
the world  gives do I give to
you. John 14:27 Pd. Adv.
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BUSH VETERINARY 
SERVICES, P.C.

2145 E. Slate Road 18
Flora, IN 46929

Phone: (574) 967-4341
Fax; (574) 967-4458

Allen’s
uto

& Truck Service
415 W. Columbia, Flora

574-967-4193

ABBOTT FUNERAL HOME
421 E. Main St., Delphi

Ph. 765-564-4452
Pre-arrangement plans available

“Where Caring and Service Come First”
Carl & Leah Abbott, owners

 Bordner Truck Repair
 and Alignment

 6559 S. State Rd. 75 Cutler 765-268-2120 Delphi, IN 46923

P.T.I. Machining Inc.

THIS PAGE IS SUPPORTED BY THESE COMMUNITY MINDED BUSINESSES

 Flora Pizza King
 Dine In/Carry Out
 29 S. Center St.
 574-967-3212

THE FLOWER SHOPPE I
FLORA

THE FLOWER SHOPPE II
 DELPHI

574-967-3022 • 765-564-2597

 State Representative
 Rich McClain
 1-800-382-9841

WALLMANN’S
Quality Foods

Delphi’s Full Service Grocery Store
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

123 E. Franklin St.
Phone: 765-564-3795

Quality Meat – Produce – Deli

 5345 North 7th Street
 Delphi, IN 46923
 765-564-6347•800-303-9439   Authorized Service Center

 Domestic • Foreign • Truck
 Full Service Auto Repair Center

 Don’s 
 Pole Buildings

 Main St., Cutler
 765-268-2708

 To sponsor this page 
 please call:

 Carol@1•800•293•4709
 or Fax your request to:

 1•866•769•4884

 416 Commercial Drive
 Flora, IN 46929

 Phone (574) 967-3320
 FAX# (574) 967-3990

 1-800-622-1118

 CARROLL COUNTY
  MEDICAL CENTER

 “Why wait to receive your health care?”
                Dr. Mark A. Meyer

                Megan Rowe, CANP
                Sandy Bushman, FNP

                           104 S. Howard St. • Flora • 574-967-4637

 Over 19 Years Experience
  DOWDEN’S DOWDEN’S
 H ome   I mprovements

 Burlington, IN • 566-2527
 1-888-310-3498

 Licensed & Fully Insured

Seele
Monument Shop

St. Rd. 25, Rockfield 574-686-2532

RME 
INSURANCE

Flora • Camden 

Brewster
Insurance Agency Inc.

Since 1928
566-3587 St. Rd. 29N, 

Burlington

 (574)
 967-
 3556

 Eikenberry Service & Repair, Inc.  A PLACE YOU CAN COUNT ON

 C H E V R O LE T•B U IC K •P O N TIA C •G M C
 M on.-Thurs. 8 -7 , F ri. 8 -5 , S a t. 8 -4

 S E R V IC E  &  PA R TS  - M on.-F ri. 8 -6
 U S  421W , D e lph i Rob, Brenda & Adam

 Hog Slat Midwest, Inc.
 200 N . M erid ian Road
 P.O. Box 26, Cam de n

 574-967-4145

DIRECTORY OF
AREA CHURCHES

AMERICUS UNION NON-DE-
NOMINATIONAL: Larry Williams,
pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED
METHODIST: Rex Charles, pas-
tor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: 206 N. Prairie Street,
Brookston. Ron Guzman, minister.
SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED
METHODIST: 4915 Ferret St.,
Buck Creek. Dwight Monical, pas-
tor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST
BRETHREN: 205 W. 8th St., Rev.
Dr. Peter Roussakis, pastor. SW:
10:00 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: Dave Osborne, Interim
Pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m., Bible Study
(Thur): 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST: Bonnie Shoaf, pas-
tor. SS: 11:00 a.m., SW 9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAP-
TIST: Second & Main, Bur-
nettsville. SW: 10:00 a.m., SS:
11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN:
Sixth & Washington, Burnettsville.
John Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30
a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN: First & Main,
Burnettsville. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN:
SS: 11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal
Interpretive Center, Delphi. Eric
Haley, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST:
Dan Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 -
9:45 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers
Kevin Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30
a.m. SS: Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED
METHODIST: Kasey Schnepp,
pastor, SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN: 3570 E 200S, Bringhurst,
Dan C. Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30
a.m. SS: 10:30 a.m. Youth group
6:30 p.m., Bible study Wed. 6:30
p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: Jeff
Brown and Ann Bingaman, lay
pastors. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m.
DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTE-
RIAN: Highway 29 in Deer Creek.
Dave Herron, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
SS;  Adult 8:45a.m. & Children
10:00 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH:
315 E. Main St, Delphi. Rev. An-
drew Paris, minister. SW: 9:30
a.m.,  SS: 10:45 a.m. Wed. Bible
study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST:
405 Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sun-
day Bible study: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 & 5 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
GOD: 321 W. Main Street, Delphi.
Rev. Virgil Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor.
Thurs. night Bible Study:
7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45 p.m., SW: 2
p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST:
Union & Monroe Streets, Delphi.
SW: 8:45 & 11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.,
Todd Ladd, pastor; Micah Hudson,
youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Dan Fisher, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6
p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED
METHODIST: SR 24 & Logan
Street, Idaville. Mark Gaylor, pas-
tor. SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR
29, Burlington. Steve Cole, minis-
ter. SW: 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m.,
SS: 11 a.m., Wed. Bible study 7
p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N,
west of Hwy. 29. SS: 9 a.m., SW:
10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH: Hwys. 29 & 26, Middle-
fork. Jim Anderson, pastor. SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6
p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH:
U.S. 421 North, Tippecanoe Town-
ship. Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver,
pastor. SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family
Night: 6:30pm, Adult & Youth Serv-
ices Sun. Evenings 6pm.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CAMDEN: Paul Marcellino, inter-
impastor. Tue. 9:30 a.m. Women’s
study, Wed. 6:30 p.m. WW, SW:
9:30 a.m., SS: 10:45 a.m., Sun.
Youth Service 5:30 p.m. Sun. Bible
study: 7:30 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana &
Franklin Streets, Delphi. William
Glenn, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W.
Columbia Street, Flora. Interim
pastors. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan Heren-
deen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m
FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street,
Flora. Sam Davenport, interim pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103
S. Willow St., Flora. James Franklin,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m., Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 211 S. Center St., Flora.
Charles Compton, pastor. SW: 9:30
a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Rex Charles,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTH-
ERN BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill
Godbey, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe
Whitehead, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW:
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD:
11073 E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Mur-
phy, pastor. SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.,
SS: 9:30 a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: 54 Main
St., Rossville. Sunday Services:
8:50-9:20 Coffee and Fellowship,
9:30 worship. Children’s church
available
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible
Study: 6:30 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N,
SE of Camden. Guy Studebaker,
pastor. SW 10:15 a.m., SS: 9:00
a.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor, Rev.
Ashli Cartwright-Peak. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1
mile E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pas-
tor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39,
Frankfort. Donna Enerson, pastor.
SS: 9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
Everyone welcome.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
DELPHI: Main & Indiana Streets,
Delphi. Rev. Bill McLean. SW: 9:30
a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: Pastor. Howard Hen-
drickson SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob
Cree, pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10
a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN:
SW: 9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00
a.m.; Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW
10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Floyd Smith, pastor. SS:
9a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5434 W State Rd 26,
Rossville, IN.  John Evertt, pastor
SS: 9 a.m., Fellowship: 9:45 a.m.
SW: 10:15 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED
METHODIST: Main & Gaddis
Streets, Rossville. Rick Jones, pas-
tor. SS: 9:15 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST:
St. Rd. 29, Carrollton Township.
James Lund, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter
Vanderkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi.  SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75.  SW: 8:30 a.m..
SS: Same as Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: 869 N.
90 E., Burrows, Greg Britt, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. (574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Carl Davis, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

SS=Sunday School SW=Sunday Worship

Lessons from the Heart

November is Lung Cancer Awareness Month
Comet staff report

Each November Indiana
joins other states in observing
Lung Cancer Awareness
Month, a national campaign
to raise awareness and edu-
cate Americans about the
causes and dangers of lung
cancer.

According to the National
Cancer Institute, it is esti-
mated that more than 215,000
people will be diagnosed and
161,840 people will die from
lung cancer in the U.S. this
year. The American Lung As-
sociation of Indiana estimates
more than 5,000 Hoosiers die

every year of lung cancer. The
disease is the deadliest, and
most preventable, form of
cancer. It kills more people
than breast, prostate, colon,
melanoma and kidney cancers
combined.

Indiana has the sixth-high-
est rate of adult smokers in the
country at 24.1 percent, ac-
cording to Indiana Tobacco
Prevention and Cessation
(ITPC). Cigarette smoking is
the number one preventable
cause of premature death in
Indiana.

“It’s critical  that  Hoosiers
take steps to quit smoking,
keep our youth from starting

to smoke, protect our citizens
from secondhand smoke and
change the social acceptabil-
ity of tobacco use,” said Karla
Sneegas, executive director,
ITPC. “Together we can im-
prove the health of Hoosiers
and reduce the disease and
economic burden that tobacco
use places on people of all
ages.”

Research shows that smok-
ers are most successful in
kicking the habit when they
have a means of support, such
as nicotine replacement prod-
ucts, counseling, prescription
medicine to lessen cravings,
and the encouragement of

friends and family members.
Here’s how you can get
started:

Take part in the Great
American Smokeout on Nov.
20, sponsored by the Ameri-
can Cancer Society (ACS).
This event challenges people
to stop smoking and raises
awareness for the many ways
to successfully quit. The
Great American Smokeout
also draws attention to nu-
merous other chronic dis-
eases that tobacco use can
cause, from emphysema to
death.

Hoosiers can take advan-
tage of the Indiana Tobacco

Quitline (1-800-QUIT-
NOW), a free phone-based
counseling service that helps
Indiana smokers quit by pro-
viding one-on-one coaching,

resources for healthcare
providers and support for
family and friends to help
their loved ones stop smok-
ing.


