REMC:s to share director...

New head wants to be transparent

By Debbie Lowe
Staff writer

The new man in charge at
Carroll County REMC for-
mally begins the job Nov. 1,
but has already begun meeting
with staff in the Delphi office.
Although the time is fast ap-
proaching for him to formally
lead the Carroll County group,
he does not yet know what he
will be paid for the work.

“That’s how
much I trust
these guys,”
two-year "
Chief Execu-
tive Officer of s
the White
County
REMC Randy
Price said, ref-
erencing the
Carroll Price
County board.

Carroll County REMC
Board of Directors President
Tom Flora also sat down with
the Comet for the interview.
He explained Carroll County
REMC will sign an annual
contract with White County
REMC for Price’s services in
Carroll County. Price’s salary
will be paid by White County
REMC and Carroll County
REMC will be invoiced by the
neighboring cooperative. Flora
said White County would offi-
cially be Price’s overseer.

Price said he would be loyal

to both boards because he had
gotten to know the Carroll
County board over the past
year. Price said both boards
were led to the decision to
combine the top positions due
to the exploratory work they
did for the consolidation effort.

Flora said he expected Car-
roll County to pay roughly
$10,000 per month to White
County REMC for Price’s
services in Carroll County. He
and Price agreed both cooper-
atives would save “tens of
thousands of dollars” for
salaries with the contract.

Price explained the local
REMC office could experi-
ence changes but staff and
services would remain the
same. He said closing the Del-
phi office is not in the cooper-
ative’s five-year plan.

The new leader emphasized
his management style follows
a teamwork model rather than
supervisor/employee one. He
said he would lead the Delphi
office in the same manner he
leads the White County office.
Price said employees in the
White County office perform
community service work in the
local area at their choosing. He
said selected readings to en-
hance their work environment
is offered. Price said he would
meet with the Delphi staff on a
regular basis and would lead
Delphi office employees in
similar activities.

The new CEO explained it
is the goal for both cooperatives
to continue to be prosperous.

“Both companies should
stay strong and healthy,” he said.

He said he could not predict
how much time he would de-
vote to each office, but said the
time would “balance out over
the course of a quarter.”

Price said that by combining
his services between the two
cooperatives risk would be
minimized. He said he would
give his very best effort to con-
nect with Carroll County
REMC members and said he
would conduct an online mem-
ber survey to enhance that
process. He said he wanted to
earn Carroll County members’
trust.

The new CEO said the
biggest worry among mem-
bers is the rising cost of utility
bills. Workshops to address the
issue are in the planning stage.
Local strategic planning will
happen after he formally is
hired for the position.

Price said the debt of each
cooperative is nearly equal. He
said White County REMC
“sells the product of Fairnet”
and said the cooperative to the
north was “just marketing a
product and trying to help our
neighbor be successful.”

Flora added that Carroll
County REMC does not help
Fairnet, an Internet company
owned by Carroll County

Proper leaf disposal benefits everyone

By Thomas Easterly
Indiana Department of
Environmental Management

Along with children return-
ing to school, autumn brings
with it the bounty of sum-
mer’s harvest, crisp evening
air and the changing color of
fall foliage. While nature’s
beauty provides a glorious vi-
sual display, what Hoosiers
do with fallen leaves can af-
fect the environment.

Historically, many
Hoosiers have been quick to
reach for their matches to rid
their yards of fallen leaves
and other yard wastes, such
as grass clippings, branches
and weeds. While burning
gets rid of the wastes, the
smoke from these fires affects
air quality, so setting fire to
yard debris is not advised.
Smoke from all fires releases
carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxides, fine particles and
ozone-forming chemicals and
can cause a number of nega-
tive impacts for Hoosiers and
our environment. Unlike dry,
seasoned fire wood, fallen
leaves have high moisture
content and tend to smolder,
releasing thick, unhealthy
smoke that can affect family
members, neighbors and our

environment.

Why should we be con-
cerned about finding alterna-
tives to open burning leaves
and other yard waste? Any-
one can be affected from the
unhealthy smoke from burn-
ing piles of leaves. Elderly,
young children and individu-
als with respiratory or heart
ailments are particularly vul-
nerable to ill health effects
from fine particle emissions.
The United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) revised the
threshold for both particulate
matter and ozone, holding all
communities accountable for
ensuring concentrations
lower than ever before. As a
result, all of us should work
together to prevent unhealthy
emissions from unnecessary
open burning of leaves and
other yard waste.

The good news is there are
simple things every one of us
can do to improve air quality,
starting with the disposal of
yard debris. The best way to
get rid of leaves, branches
and other yard wastes is by
composting, chipping and
mulching. These options can
be done in your own yard or
through a program set up with
your city, township or county.

That thing called

Midwest work ethic,

Composting returns nutrients
to the soil instead of releasing
harmful chemicals into the
air. Chipped wood can be
used around trees and in
flower beds to retain soil
moisture and control weeds.
Mulching leaves on the lawn
with a lawn mower returns
nutrients to the grass, fertiliz-
ing your yard. Raking leaves
into a pile and composting
them over the winter creates
a fertile soil amendment that
can be used for flower beds,
gardens and potted plants in
the spring. Food scraps can
be added to an active compost
pile year-round to reduce the
amount of kitchen waste
being sent to landfills.

Since burning leaves, twigs
and other yard waste is bad
for the environment, I
strongly recommend consid-
ering alternative ways of rid-
ding your yard of waste.
Smoke is unhealthy to
breathe, it’s a hazard, and
there are safer, cleaner and
more environmentally-
friendly ways of disposal. To
learn more about ways to dis-
pose of yard debris, visit
IDEM’s Web site at
http://www.IN.gov/idem/452
5.htm.

we fuel it.

We're there for the farmer planting late into the night, that early-call construction
job, the team in the ambulance, the school bus driver, and the trucker. And with
brands like Super Dieselex-4*, that set the standard in quality and performance,

plus biodiesel and ethanol blends,

we work to help you get more power, more

productivity, and more mileage out of everything you do. Contact Vince Seward,
your Excel Co-op representative, at 574-967-4166, 800-232-6674 or
vseward@excelcoop.com. To know mare, visit ExcelCoop.com.

EXCEL CO-OP
0

E2008 Countrymark Cooparative. Supers Diesalax-4
i@ regebened rademark of Countrymark Cooperative,

Proud to supply CountryMark fuel, :

CountryMark.
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REMC, with cash flow as was
done previously.

Flora said although mem-
bers who attended the annual
board meeting in August voted
to reject a consolidation of the
two cooperatives, the Carroll
County REMC Board of Di-
rectors believe a merger is the
right move for the organization.

“Board members are mem-
bers, too,” he said.

Flora said education was
needed for more members to
understand how the measure
would benefit the local com-
munity. Flora said he does not
receive calls from members
with concerns about how the
board is proceeding. He can be
reached at his home by tele-
phone at (765) 564-3166. Price
said he could be reached by
calling the local REMC office
at (765) 564-2057 and a mes-
sage would be forwarded to
him. He said he would post a
schedule of his Delphi office
times for drop-in visitors.

Flora explained any mem-
ber can attend a monthly board
meeting, usually held on the
last Monday of the month, by
filling out a form obtained at
the local office. He said direc-
tors are voted into office every
four years.

Both cooperatives have their
own unique differences that
should spread out our risks so
much better in this economy,
said Price.

“I will give my very best ef-
fort to serve Carroll County,”
he concluded. “I want to ex-
ceed your expectations and
earn your trust. We can help
each other grow.”
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» 14 colors to match your roof & gutters

* the industry’s only lceRelease™
and BirdGuard™ Systems

+ patented rain diverters

= pptional Advanced Heated
lceRelease™ System
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SRU‘NGS & free $50 gas card*

Do Enpares 10/24/ 8007

(866) 532-3739 €=
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Nearly 20% of your
home’s energy
is used heating water.

:!.
(But that doesn't mean 20% of your energy budget
has to go to the electric company.)

Mot many people realze how much heating water can cost
them. But dishwashers, washing machines, showers and
sinks use a lof of hot water. And the best way o keep those
costs under control Is with a clean, efficlent propana water
haater. To leam maore, visit www.usepropane.com

'WATER HEATER REBATES - contact your local propand dealer o visit www.indianapropans.com

Internet Directory

Introductory offer - 2 lines of type plus Logo.
1 year (52 weeks) $4% per week (paid in advance $208%%)
6 months (26 weeks) $6%° per week (paid in advance $156%)
3 months (13 weeks) $7°° per week (paid in advance $91%)

" Bob’s Investigations
/ www.bobsinvestigations.co |l {|{f,

Flora Presbyterian Church
www.www.florapc.org

Flora First Christian Church
www.florafirstchristian.org

Business & Service Directory

To Include Your Business, Call Carroll County Comet: (574) 967-4135
DEADLINE - For This Directory is THURSDAY NOON! PRICE: *15.05 wk. (One Month Minimum)

* SERVICES OFFERED ¢ § » SERVICES OFFERED ¢ § » SERVICES OFFERED *

Washmgton
Street

1371 North Washington
(Across from Globe Valve & P&R)
765-574-3064
or 765-564-6979

* SERVICES OFFERED e

LI LOUN

Hardware
Windows
Cabinets
Seasonal

Hwy 421
Across From
Delphi

High School

9am To 6 pm
Thur, Fri, Sat
MARIANNE BOWYER - OWNER

765-564-4817

(I—

Visit out website at:
www.mbdiscounts.net

Welding & Repair
*Mobile Welding
*Steel Sales
*Fabrication
*Repair &
Maintenance
Cell (765) 564-1767

Jim Brewer, Owner
204 N. Sycamore St., Flora (SR 75N)
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WINDOWS
o mc —
Don' e

Stung By |
~H1gh Prlces ,
(574 666259

For A Free Estimate

Financing Available
Camden, Indiana

MOBILERADIO
OF KOKOMO, INC.

Established 1962
MA/COM &
Kenwood
Communications
Security Cameras
Pagers
Cell Phones

Larry Sparks
803 North Main Street

Kokomo, Indiana 46901
765-452-3157
1-800-659-6125
Pager 765-864-2708
FAX: 765-457-2077
mrok803@sbcglobal .net

* CONSTRUCTION »

LIEBERT
CONSTRUCTION

WE SELL AND
INSTALL MASTIC
VINYL SIDING, THE
BEST SIDING ON
THE MARKET!

DAVE 564-3352
JIM 564-3464

Insured Quality Work
References Available

* SERVICES OFFERED ¢

BLOCHER
CONSTRUCTION
& ELECTRIC

since 1984
Martin Blocher
« Electrical
+ Remodeling
« Windows
+Siding - Roofing
« Additions
574-967-3652
800-379-2401
Cell 765-404-9126

blocherconst@ ffnl.com

* CONSTRUCTION »

LARIMORE & SON
CONSTRUCTION

New Construction
& Remodeling

¢ Vinyl Siding
& Roofing
¢ Interior Remodeling
¢ Replacement
Windows
¢ Painting &
Repairs

765-564-2967

or 574-686-2004
SR 421 W. Delphi
FREE ESTIMATES
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POOL Opening &
Closing, maintenance
& repair, cleaning &
chemical . - service,
liner replacement &
repair, above ground
pool installation, & at
home water testing.
Affiliated with
Maxwell Sales.

General Construction
& Landscaping

(765)490-6153 or
(765)490-3835




