
Hoosier North
loses Colt
World Series
thriller

Lynn Thomsen’s art – a legacy of love

By John Dunn
Contributing sportswriter

Just like it had in almost
every game of the entire Colt
World Series, Hoosier North
let the drama play out during
its final at-bat in the last in-
ning of its 2-1 semi-final loss
to eventual champion
McAllen, Texas last Tuesday
night at Loeb Stadium.

If not for two very close
umpire calls that by most ac-
counts could have gone either
way, it would have been
Hoosier North playing Puerto
Rico in the Gold Medal
championship game the fol-
lowing night.

The controversial calls
began during Hoosier North’s
seventh inning rally with run-
ners on both first and second
base and no outs. Jon Tierney
attempted a sacrifice bunt to
move both runners into scor-
ing position and put the

would-be game-tying run at
third base.

But instead of getting the
sure out at first base,
McAllen first baseman Jorge
Salinas, Jr. fielded the bunt
and whirled and made a per-
fect throw to third base that
pinch-runner Grant Ream ap-
peared to beat. But Ream was
called out to leave runners at
first and second base with
one out.

After a strikeout for the sec-
ond out, leadoff batter Tanner
Rosenbarger lined a sharp sin-
gle into left field. It looked to
be enough to score Steven
Rice from second base with
the game-tying run, but Rice
was called out at home plate
after another perfect throw that
definitely beat him. He ap-
peared to slide around the tag
with the catcher tagging him
with his glove hand while the
ball was separated in his
throwing hand.

In the end, both calls on the
two bang-bang plays stood,
and Hoosier North was left to
wonder what might have
been after taking yet another
thriller into its final at-bat.

McAllen went on to defeat
Puerto Rico 12-2 in the
championship game.

This year’s Colt World Se-
ries marked a significant turn-
around for Hoosier North,
which entered the tournament
with a 3-14 record since 2002
and had lost 11-in-a-row be-
fore finally beating Greens-
boro, N.C., 3-2 in
come-from-behind fashion on
Saturday.

Delphi’s Neil Snoeberger
started at second base as he
had all series for Hoosier
North. While neither Delphi’s
Tanner Cripe nor Austin
Hawn saw duty in the finale,
both did see significant play-
ing time throughout the sum-
mer.

By Jennifer Archibald
Staff writer

Lynn Thomsen painted
with a pas-
sion.

She was
pass ionate
about her
C a r r o l l
C o u n t y
roots, the
rural land-
scape, and
nature, and
it showed in her paintings.

“She loved to paint Car-
roll County,” said her hus-
band, Clifford Hull.

Both teachers in Indi-
anapolis, they returned
frequently to Carroll
County on weekends or in
the summer. 

Lynn painted most of
her landscapes from the
bed of her pickup truck. 

“She drove around till
she found an ideal spot,”
her husband said.

“I usually didn’t
go with her be-
cause I didn’t want
to distract her,”
Clifford said. 

Ever mindful of
her dedication to
her art, he would
catch up with her
from time to time with
fresh squeezed lemonade
and a kiss for encourage-
ment.

Lynn painted what many
people in Carroll County
take for granted -  fields
of corn and beans, bales
of hay, rural roads, rivers
and bridges.

In her artist’s statement,
Lynn wrote, “I am happi-
est when people who have

lived here all their lives
see these paintings and
are amazed to discover
what has been in front of
their eyes all along.”

What makes her oil
paintings striking, said
longtime friend Sara
Daly-Brosman, are the
vivid colors, especially
the greens. “Lynn loved
green,” she said.

Fellow artist and friend
Terry Lacy added that
Lynn painted outdoors, in
natural light, and selected
a point of view that made
a good composition.

“She got it at a certain
time of day, or right after
a rain – at just the right
time,” he said.

“Lynn could have done
a composition of several
sites, but she painted what
she saw,” Terry explained.

Sara said Lynn also gave
her paintings specific ti-
tles, such as “From

Scott’s lane,” “First Cut-
ting, Penn’s Farm,” “Al-
falfa hay along State
Road 75,” and “Pleasant
Run Cemetery Road.”

Lynn’s husband and
mother, Jean Thomsen,
selected 20 of Lynn’s Car-
roll County paintings for
an exhibit hosted by the
Delphi Public Library. As
adult services librarian,
Sara organized the show,

and she and Terry hung
the paintings in the lower
level program room. The
show started Aug. 15 and
runs through Sept. 11.  A
remembrance reception is
planned for Aug. 29 at 7
p.m.

Called “Carroll County
Retrospective,” Jean said
the exhibit is a retrospec-
tive of Carroll County,
seen through Lynn’s eyes.

Lynn died in January at
age 50. She was chairman
of the Visual Arts Depart-
ment and visual arts
teacher at Park Tudor, a
private school in Indi-
anapolis. Her husband
teaches Latin and ancient
Greek at the same school.

Lynn’s family includes
two siblings - a sister,
Teresa, and a brother,
Eric.

Teresa’s favorite story
about her sister was when
Lynn was in second grade

and her teacher sent her
home because she refused
to color inside the lines.

“She was drawing her
own lines and embellish-
ing the pages to her lik-
ing,” Teresa said.

Eric wrote a profile of
Lynn, which accompanies
her paintings at the show.

He tells about the influ-
ence of their parents, Jean
and Cliff, on Lynn’s art,

and about the influence of
a local artist and art
teacher, the late Barbara
Walker. He also mentions
that Lynn sold her first
painting as a teenager at
Delphi Community High

School. At the an-
nual Delphi Art
Show at the school,
local postmaster at
the time, Tom Van-
Sickle, asked if he
might purchase
one of her works.
She sold it to him
for $5.

Lynn continued her
studies at the Herron
School of Art, graduating
Magna Cum Laude.

While she taught art, she
also became a noted
Hoosier artist.

“She did not paint to
sell,” her husband said.
“She wanted to depict on
paper what she saw and
enjoyed.”

“Art and life were the
same thing to her,” wrote
her friend Barbara Shoup.

Her friends and family
members say she was
amazed by life and
amazed by nature, and she
painted what she saw – in
detail. She saw beauty in
everything, and she could
picture the possibilities in

life and in art.
“The biggest irony is

that her paintings are so
full of life, and she died
so young,” Clifford said.
“She had so much more to
give.”

He said when they were
in the city, her Carroll
County paintings made her
feel closer to home. Now,
he said those same paint-
ings are soothing to him.

“One consolation of
Lynn’s departure,” said
her brother, “is  that in
teaching art, Lynn planted
the seeds of passion for
the subject in several of
her students who today
are emerging as wonder-
ful artists in their own
right. These were her
children and in many
ways her immortality.”

Carroll Elementary had a Rodeo Carnival on Aug. 10 to reward primary students who successfully completed a
summer pack of math and reading activities. Parents signed up and agreed to work on reading and math skills
throughout the summer.  There were 33 families represented at the carnival and about 125 people present. Activ-
ities included games, free ice cream, free hot dog meals, and a Moon Walk. Pictured doing the ring toss are Kee-
gan Retzlaff (front) and Madison Kauffman waiting her turn. Contributors to the carnival were Flora Psi Iota Xi,
Flora Lions Club, Flora Rotary Club, Carroll Elementary PTO, and Frankfort Frito Lay, with much help from
volunteers. Comet photo by Jennifer Archibald

Carroll Carnival

Carroll County Retrospective

an exhibit of works by the late Lynn Thomsen; 20 oil landscapes; NFS

Now through Sept. 11 at Delphi Public Library

During regular library hours: Mon.-Thurs., 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Fri., 10 a.m. to
6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Hours change Sept. 1.)

Remembrance reception Aug. 29, 7 p.m., DPL
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Football season begins
Regular season games

get underway Friday night
for both Delphi’s and Car-
roll’s football teams.

The Cougars will travel

with new head coach
Steve Keown to Tri-
County. Kick-off is at 7
p.m.

The Oracles are host to

Central Catholic at 7 p.m.
Head coach is John
Gasser.

The following Friday
night, Aug. 29, is the

Bacon Bowl when Delphi
and Carroll square off for
county bragging rights.
Kick-off is at 7 p.m. at
DCHS’s Berto Field.

The beauty of Carroll County
Lynn Thomsen wanted others to see and appreciate the beauty she saw in Carroll County
rural landscapes.  She titled this painting “First Cutting, Penn’s Farm.”

Mobile studio
Lynn Thomsen never painted from photographs. A plein
air painter, she wanted to breathe in the beauty as she
painted. She traveled the Carroll County countryside,
stopping when she saw a spectacular view with perfect
lighting and composition. Painting from the bed of her
pickup, she first created a one-color underpainting. She
then added layers of color, producing the vibrance she saw
in the moment.


