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Purrrfectly legal
The best little cat house in Carroll County

GRAND OPENING !

P r i m r o s e R e t i r e m e n t . c o m

You are invited to Primrose Retirement Community’s

 

Sincerely,
Jana Legan, Manager
Primrose Retirement Community
Kokomo, Indiana

329 West Rainbow Drive | Kokomo, IN

Wednesday, August 13
    3-7 p.m.

Independent & Assisted Living

Dear Friend,

You are cordially invited to the Grand Opening of
our beautiful new Primrose Retirement Community
in Kokomo! Please help us celebrate on
Wednesday, August 13.   Festivities will begin with

a ribbon-cutting at 3 p.m., with doors opening immediately following,
and the Open House continuing until 7 p.m.  We'll be offering hors 
d’œuvres, snacks, and beverages. There will be a variety of door
prizes including a flat screen television, gift certificates and much
more! You will be able to tour our beautiful facility and spacious

We’re located at 329 West Rainbow Drive.  Call me at (765) 455-1700
if you have any questions. I hope to see you at Primrose!

apartments, and meet our excellent staff.

By Jennifer Archibald
Staff writer

Jim and Jo Delaplane said
they had a lot of fun telling
people they were building a
cat house on their rural Flora
property.

“You should have seen their
faces,” Jo said.

The Delaplanes explain that
they are tearing down their
150-year-old barn, which will
leave no home for their barn
cats. So this summer, Jim and
a neighbor, Terry Bollen-
bacher, decided to build a cat
house.

Jim originally had thought
he would just build a small
wood structure, but as they
talked about it, the scope of
the project kept expanding.
Terry said he had roof and
siding scraps from the barn
on his property, so they de-
cided to use those.

The finished product is a
luxury residence for cats,
with red metal siding, a green
metal roof, and white trim.
It’s fully insulated, and has a
door that can be latched in
cold, blustery weather. There
is a small two-way door for
the cats to get in and out. For
added comfort, a remnant
from an old mattress cover is
on the floor. Jim even added
a cat toy – a ball on a string,
suspended from the ceiling.

The structure is so nice that
Terry’s wife, Tammy, said
they should put a sign on it
that says, “Hilton.”

Jim says he’s not sure what
the dimensions turned out to
be, but he is 6’2” and he can
crawl into the house. He had
to do that to install the cat toy,
and he said he’ll probably
clean the house out from time
to time.

The Delaplanes said they

don’t know exactly how
many cats they have because
they come and go. 

“We probably have seven
or eight adult cats, plus some
kittens,” she said.

“When the barn is down,
we thought they might all
leave,” Jo said. So they de-
cided to entice them to stay
with the cat house. The cats
earn their keep by keeping the
mice away.

The new house has at-
tracted some unwanted guests
– skunks. So far, Jim has had
to scare two away.

“The cats didn’t seem to
mind them though,” Jo said.

As word gets around, and
the weather gets colder, more
cats could come around.

“We might have to build on
an addition!” Jim said.

Jo used to feed the cats at
the barn in the evening, but
now she feeds them at the cat
house, to get them used to it.

“They’re not sleeping in it
yet,” Jo said. “With all the
work the men put into it, I
hope the cats sleep there this
winter.”

 It’s Not About
 the House ...
  It’s about the
  family that lives
  in the house.
 As a local independent agent, we 
 can design an insurance program 
 that’s just right for you and your 
 family.  Give the people you love 
 Safe.Sound.Secure.® protection 
 from Auto-Owners Insurance 
 Company.

 RME Insurance
 45 S. Center St. - Flora

  574-967-4547 • 800-441-5143
 Bring in any competitors auto & home policies to quote

 and
 **Get a FREE Gas Card**

 Golf Outing
 Wed., Sept. 10 th

 at Angel Hill, Rossville, IN
 Shotgun start at 1 p.m.

 Download entry form from 
 carrollcountychamber.com

 or call the Chamber office
 at 765-564-6757

 Deadline to register is
 September 2, 2008. 
 No cancellations or refunds 
 after September 2, 2008. 

 $50 per person
  $175 per foursome
 Includes - 18 holes, 

 Golf Cart, Awards & Lunch.
 Mulligans & Strings

 will be sold

Feline ‘Hilton’
Jim Delaplane, pictured, and Terry Bollenbacher built this luxurious cat house for the Delaplanes’ barn cats. The De-
laplanes’ barn is being torn down, which means a forced eviction for the cats. With the new structure, the cats won’t
have to be homeless. Although the house is top of the line (for outside cats), it was built entirely with scrap materials.
Comet photos by Jennifer Archibald


