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Army buddies help

By Jennifer Archibald
Staff writer

They looked out for each
other in Vietnam, and almost
40 years later, members of the
687th Land Clearing Com-
pany are still looking out for
members of the unit and their
widows.

Shelia Meek couldn’t be-
lieve what she was hearing
when Army buddies of her

late husband, Greg, offered to
come and roof and side a
house she recently purchased.

“Doug (Eversole) called
and asked if I was coming to
the 687th’s reunion this year,”
she said. “It was to be in Ne-
vada, and I told him I better
not because I just bought a
fixer-upper house and there
was a lot of work to do.”
Then came the offer of help.

She said she thought “Do

Friends for life -

people still do that?” and then
she cried.

The offers were just begin-
ning. When family members,
friends, neighbors, and the
Deer Creek community found
out about the project, they
wanted to help. Shelia lives
outside Deer Creek, and the
house she purchased is right
in Deer Creek.

Army buddies and spouses
came from West Virginia,

Part of the Deer Creek work crew takes a break and poses for a photo. The men were all Army
buddies in the 687th Land Clearing Company in Vietnam. Shelia Meek and Elaine Schnieders
are standing in for their husbands, Greg, and Jerry, who also served in the unit. Both men died
in the last five years. Pictured I-r are Jane Boley, Shelia Meek, Jimmy Topps, Bob Loeffel,
Nancy Loeffel, Charlie Boley, Doug Eversole, Deb Topps, Elaine Schnieders. Another Army
buddy helping, but not pictured, was Jack Gilkerson. Photo provided
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Deer Creek house project
A Deer Creek house and garage were roofed and sided last Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
thanks to a crew of Army buddies, and Shelia Meek’s family, friends, and neighbors. She re-
cently purchased the house, and the exterior renovations became a community project. Among
those helping with the house project have been her sons, Shawn and Jeremy. Photo provided
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Any bank wants to work with you when times are good.

We'll stand by you through thick and thin.
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credit conditions and altering the way they do business, we're rock

solid. Just like we always have been. We've experienced more than
a century of change; even the Great Depression didn't rattle us.
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that fit vour financial needs now. Just as we'll be here in the future

helping vou achieve vour long-term goals

We're your community bank. Our doors are always open to provide

vou with the Strength of BIG and the Service of small.

www. Ibtonline.com
7656-423-7100
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with house project

Missouri, Michigan, and
Ohio. They worked last
Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day, with the locals pitching
in, too. Ladies from the com-
munity brought in so much
food that one refrigerator
wouldn’t hold all of it.

Shelia said the work went
smoothly with the help of an
accommodating local lumber
company, Wilcox Lumber of
Flora, that went out of its way
to be of service.

With all the helping hands,
Shelia said both the house
and garage were roofed and
sided in the three-day period.
Now she can concentrate on
the interior of the house.

Although she couldn’t
make it to the official re-
union, there was a small re-
union in Deer Creek. The
Army buddies all served to-
gether in Vietnam in 1969
and ’70.

Among those coming to
Deer Creek were Elaine
Schnieders of Cincinnati, and
her son Darrell. Elaine’s hus-
band, Jerry, died in 2003, and
Shelia’s husband, Greg, died
in 2005. The men had served
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really matter call
Homecare By Design.
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* Nurse Owned and Operated
« Superior licensed nursing

« Well supervised caregivers

« Affordable for most budgets

together and been good
friends, but the wives had
never met until last week.
Doug said the 687th has
been trying to locate mem-
bers of its unit, and have
found 195 who served from
1969-1971. Unfortunately,
Jerry Schnieders was not lo-

cated until after his death.

Elaine and her son wanted
to be part of the efforts to help
Shelia.

“This was our second house
project,” Doug said. “The
other one was in Kane, I11. We
try to help out in other ways,
too.”
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on Market Street

= Eggs.Cut Flowers
Falr Oaks Cheese:Perennials

Sweet Corn«Fresh Local Produce
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City of Delphi, Delphi Main Street,
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Carroll County Agriculture Assn,

Vendor applications avallable at City Bullding
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Traci Goudy, RN, Owner K

Cascada Business Park
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email: info@homecarebydesign.net
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We are members of the Board of the Carroll County
Community Foundation, an organization that is twelve
years old and is really making an impact on this
community. Did you know that because of the work of the
Foundation and the generosity of Lilly Endowment more
than $1,700,000 in scholarships have been awarded?

The Carroll County at the Crossroads program of the
Foundation has helped bring us the Carroll County Chamber
of Commerce and the Leadership Carroll County.

How Can You help? By joining the Friends of Carroll
County, a group of community minded people who
are supporting the work of the Carroll County
Community Foundation. Your check for $250 makes
you a member of the Friends of Carroll County and
supports the operating budget of this organization.

Mark your Calendars for the Friends of Carroll
County recognition dinner aboard the Madam
Carroll August 28, 2008.

Name

Address

City and State and Zip

Check Membership level

Patron $1,000-$2,500

Check is enclosed
| need more information

Friend $250-$499

Check will be sent by

Supporter $500-$999

2008

This should be listed as a memorial gift in memory, honor of:

Please indicate how you would like your name printed in the list of Friends of

Carroll County:

Board of Directors Carroll County Community Foundation:

Alan Jackson,
Janet Ayres, Vice Chairperson
Dottye Robeson, Secretary
Terry Callender

Dr. Alvan Eller

Greg Michael

Chairman

Derek Fisher
Dick Roach
Joseph T. Ives, Jr.
Monty Edging
Angie May

Trent Stephan

Please send to:

Carroll County Community Foundation

PO Box 24
Flora IN 46929




