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New group to promote Wildcat Valley

A history walk in Ball Hill
Cemetery in southeastern Car-
roll County on July 18 was the
start of several new civic en-
deavors for nearby communi-
ties. Mark Smith conducted the
walk with descriptions of the
genealogies of a half dozen
families with burials in the
cemetery. Several people also
gave their reminiscences of the
old Ball Hill Methodist Church
that stood at the site until 1965.

The walk was the first event
sponsored by a new organiza-
tion called Promoting Wildcat
Valley. The group’s stated pur-
pose is to promote and develop
the historic and natural re-
sources of the Wildcat Creek
region in southern Carroll
County.

The event at Ball Hill was
also the inauguration of the
oral history project of Democ-
rat Township. Phyllis Porter,

president of the Carroll County ===

Historical Society and a mem-

ber of Promoting Wildcat Val- ==

ley, spoke at Ball Hill of the
need to preserve the history of
Carroll County through the sto-
ries of its elder residents.
Recordings were made that
evening of Smith’s talk and of
the several speakers telling
about the old church.

In the course of the evening
another potential project im-
merged. The old church bell
can be brought back to the site
at the cemetery. Promoting
Wildcat Valley will form a
committee to make plans for an
appropriate and secure struc-
ture in which to display the
bell.

Phyllis Smith and Eileen
Smith started the telling of sto-
ries about the old Methodist
church. They were joined by
Roberta Clem Anderson and
Phyllis Gangwer Mummert,
who brought a long list of past
church members. Many in the
crowd had been baptized at the
church.

Ruth Lindley Harshbarger,
whose father gave land for the
third section of the cemetery,
brought several historic docu-
ments. She read one aloud and
passed around an old drawing
of the church.

Phyllis Porter emphasized
that the audio recordings made
that evening would be avail-
able in the Carroll County His-

Church gone; bell to return
The old Ball Hill Methodist Church stood in Democrat Township until 1965. Ruth Lind-
ley Harshbarger brought this drawing of the church to the recent history walk spon-
sored by Promoting Wildcat Valley. The old church bell remains intact. This drawing
will aid in the design of a new structure to house and display the bell at the site of the de-
molished church, next to Ball Hill Cemetery.

torical Museum. She stated,
“This is our heritage told and
recorded for future genera-
tions.” Mark Smith’s wife,
Kay, also made a video record-
ing.

Promoting Wildcat Valley is
the outgrowth of community
interest that started with a Pur-
due University study of the
Cutler and Adams Mill area
last spring. Purdue landscape
architecture students identified
three locations which could
highlight the historic and natu-
ral resources of the area. The
students created designs for po-
tential structures for (1) the
Oxbow Nature Park next to
Adams Mill, (2) a railroad his-
toric park in Cutler and (3) a
wayside rest stop off State
Road 75 west of Cutler.

The Oxbow Nature Park is
currently being developed by
the Wildcat Creek Foundation,
a nonprofit organization de-
voted to preserving the natural
character of Wildcat Creek.
The park will be located in the
floodplain between Adams
Mill and the Adams Mill Cov-
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ered Bridge.

The feasibility of construct-
ing the other two sites identi-
fied by the Purdue class has
been discussed by Promoting
Wildcat Valley. Interest was
high for these two sites, but as
the discussions progressed
many other possible develop-
ments immerged.

“There are so many wonder-
ful things in this area,” said Al
Auffart, who lives near Ball
Hill. “We need to preserve the
resources all along Wildcat
Creek.”

Jerry and Mary Blue have
been instrumental in organiz-
ing Promoting Wildcat Valley.
They are the owners of Cut-
ler’s Wildcat Creek Bed &
Breakfast where all of the
meetings have been held.

Jim and Persis Newman of
West Lafayette have also par-
ticipated in the new group’s
meetings. Last year the New-
mans purchased the land for
the future Oxbow Nature Park
to keep in holding until the
Wildcat Creek Foundation
could raise enough money for
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You can now view and order various types of reprints and
novelty photo items. We will be adding to the photo gallery
including those photos that did not
appear in the newspaper. We have a vast amount of
photos, so check it often as there will be new pictures
added weekly if not daily.
Also, you will now find that we have updated the “County
Websites” portion of our web site. You will now find that
there are a great number of links now available for:

Cultural & Charitable Organizations

all current photos,

Government Entities

Business & Community Organizations
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Check it out you will find
it a great source

for information and resources.

serving Carroll County since 1839
Consolidation of the
Delphi Journal-Citizen (st. 1839)
and Flora Hoosier Democrat (est. 1897).

its own purchase. Jim is a re-
tired Purdue agronomy profes-
SOf.

“Adams Mill is at the center
of an area that includes a half
million people, and in a few
decades more people will be
coming the short distance here
and appreciating the great nat-
ural and historic resources,” he
said.

Adams Mill is at the center of
a greater area that includes
Lafayette, Kokomo, Frankfort,
Logansport, and Monticello.

The Purdue students who
studied the local area last
spring spoke of the need for
low-keyed, “quiet” develop-
ments that promote the re-
sources for the benefit of local
residents. Their recommenda-
tion was that all future devel-
opments should fit with the
historic character of the com-
munity.

The next meeting of Promot-
ing Wildcat Valley will be at
the Wildcat Creek Bed &
Breakfast on Aug. 14 at 7 p.m.
Call Mary Blue at (765) 268—
2189 for more information.
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Gordon D. Wagoner DDS, MAGD ~ Brian D. Wagoner DDS, FAGD

. _____________________________________________________________________|
Now offering the innovative new Snap-On Smile appliance
Redo your smile with no shots and no drilling!
Cosmetics ~ Dentures ~ Ortho ~ Sleep Disorders

(574) 967-4434

Toll free (877) 967-4434
17 South Division Street ~ Flora

It’s Not About the Car ...

It’s about the precious cargo it carries.

As a local independent agent, we can design an insurance program that’s
just right for you and your family. Give the people you love
Safe.Sound.Secure.® protection from Auto-Owners Insurance Company.

Auto-Owners Insurance
RME Insurance

45 S. Center St. - Flora
574-967-4547 - 800-441-5143

Bring in any competitors auto & home policies to quote
d

an
**Get a FREE Gas Card**

Hi-Speed Broadband Internet Service:
Now Available in Your Area!

Fairnet

Local eompany actually serving local peoplel
Mo surprises, just good service!
I21 W, Mabn 51, Monticello TN
(574) 38-9904 or toll-free: (B08) $23-5271

www. Ffairnetbb.com

5 Wood species
29 Door Styles

40 Finishes/glazes

This adds up to Decora being
able to meet your cabinet needs.

Come in and let the designers at Zinn Kitchens
find the right style and finish for you.

Office hours: M-TH 8:00-4:30 F 8:00-4:00 S 10:00-12:00

Do

Defining your style

A division of MasterBrand Cabinets, In.c. One MasterBrand Cabinets Drive Jasper, IN 47546
www.decoracabinets.com ww.w.letstalkkitchens.com

Call Zinns first!
Our Sales & Design
Specialists,

Terry Voorhees,
Doug Crume
Lonnie Spesard,
Darrell Yoder and
Taylor Fife

can help you with
all of your
kitchen, bath &
cabinetry needs.

ZINN

KITCHENS, INC.

1211 S. Center,
Flora
574-967-4177

www.zinnkitchens.com




