Lady Oracles earning respect

By John Dunn
Contributing sportswriter

The Delphi Lady Oracle girls’

to 11-4 with a dominating 19-0

softball team improved its record  victory over Rossville Monday

Winding up

Delphi pitcher Amanda Schultz throws a strike during the Lady Oracles home conference
victory over West Lafayette 8-6. Schultz improved her season record to 4-0 with the win as
1st baseman Brittany Tyner looks on in the background. Bill Stauffer photo

It wasn’t real —

this time
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By Jennifer Archibald

The Every 15 Minutes pro-
gram is held every three years
at the two local high schools.
The names and faces of the stu-
dent participants are different,
but the message is the same:
Every 15 minutes someone is
killed by a drunk driver.

The message is delivered
through a realistic and emo-
tional outdoor scenario. Stu-
dents watch as a wreck scene is
revealed. Sirens can be heard
as emergency and law enforce-

ment personnel arrive upon a
bloody scene. Students in the
vehicles are taken out on
stretchers and some, in body
bags. The witnessing students
recognize the victims as their
friends and classmates.

The consequences of driving
drunk are apparent at the scene:
a drunk driver arrested, others
injured and Kkilled, family

scene wasn’t real, but the emo-
tions and feelings were.

It took a school and whole
community, working since last
January, to make the experi-

ence meaningful for all in-
volved.

This year’s participants in the
wreck scene were Chase
Meade, Justin Brown, Emma
Cottrell, Riley Eller, and Kelsie
Thornburg. Additional students
were taken out of class every
15 minutes, and became the
Walking Dead.

All the effort that goes into
this event is expended for one
reason — that those who were
involved and those who were
witnesses will never become a
drunk driver and will never be-
come a drunk driving statistic.

night in Delphi.

The Oracles also cracked the
state’s Class 2A top 15 rankings
for the first time this season earn-
ing a spot as the #14-ranked
team in their class after two wins
over West Lafayette and a pair of
losses to Twin Lakes last week.

After a tough weekend at con-
ference-rival Twin Lakes, Delphi
bounced back in a resounding
way, pounding out season-highs
in both runs & hits (20) — also
both team-highs for a Randy
German-coached Oracle team.

The Lady Oracles erupted for
11 runs and 11 hits in the 3rd in-
ning — also both season-highs
in an inning — before setting the
season run and hit record in only
four at-bats as the home team in
a 5-inning, 10-run rule game.

Eight Delphi batters had at
least two hits, led by Brittney At-
wood who went 4-for-4 with 3
RBTI’s, and Whitney Arion, who
was 3-of-4 with two doubles and
4 RBIs.

Kayla Yates, Carli Rouhier,
Brittany Tyner, Erika Hawn, and
both Emily and Leslie Kayser
each added two hits, with Yates,
Tyner and E. Kayser adding 2
RBIs apiece.

Atwood (7-3) was equally ef-
ficient on the mound, allowing
only one hit and one walk while
striking out six to earn her third
shutout of the season and her
team-high seventh victory.

Vs. West Lafayette

The Lady Oracles swept a pair
from the Red Devils last week,
setting up a showdown for the
Hoosier Conference lead against
Twin Lakes on Saturday.

Delphi defeated West
Lafayette 10-4 on the road be-
fore returning home for the back
half of the home-and-home se-
ries to complete the sweep, 8-6.

Amanda Schultz went 3-for-4
with a double and 3 RBIs to lead
the 13-hit Oracle offensive attack
in the first match up, followed by
Rouhier, who also went 3-of-4
with a double and two runs
scored.

L. Kayser added two hits and
2 RBIs, with Chanler Norman
contributing a 2-for-2 perform-
ance with an RBI.

Atwood again earned the vic-
tory on the mound, striking out
five and allowing only one
earned run.

In the second contest, the Lady
Oracles had to manufacture their
offense a bit more as they were

held to a season-low-tying five
hits, despite putting eight runs on
the scoreboard.

Yates was the lone Oracle with
two hits, adding an RBI, while
Rouhier, Tyner and Hawn each
added a hit.

Rouhier and Kristina Barnard
led Delphi with 2 RBIs apiece,
with Schultz and Atwood adding
an RBI apiece.

On the hill, Schultz earned her
fourth victory of the season,
striking out five and allowing
only two earned runs in 5 %5 in-
nings before giving way to At-
wood, who yielded only a hit to
earn her third save of the season.
At Twin Lakes

The stage had been set, Delphi
headed to Monticello on Satur-
day morning with the top spot in
the Hoosier Conference stand-
ings on the line.

Both the Lady Oracles and the
Lady Indians had split their ear-
lier conference games with last
year’s champion Benton Central,
so each team entered the contest
with only one conference loss
and in a tie for the league lead.

Things were going well for
Delphi in the first game as it led
for the entire game, jumping in
front 2-0 during its first at-bat
and extending the lead to as
much as 6-1 in the 3rd inning
and 11-5 after five complete in-
nings.

But Twin Lakes would never
quite go away, scoring just
enough here-and-there to keep
the game within striking dis-
tance.

And then, with two out in the
bottom of the 7th and final in-
ning — within an out of leaving
Twin Lakes with at a minimum a
three-way tie atop the conference
standings — the Indians took
their first lead of the game on a
game-winning 2-RBI single up
the middle to snatch a heart-
breaking victory away from the
Oracles, 12-11.

The Lady Oracles’ high-pow-
ered offense was on display with
a 14-hit attack, but the just as po-
tent Indians used seven runs and
eight of their 17 hits overall in
their final two at-bats to take
hold of the conference lead.

Arion went 3-for-4 to lead the
Oracles, while Rouhier was 3-of-
5 with two triples, a double and
an RBI.

Barnard seems ready to return
to last season’s offensive form
collecting two hits, including a
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double and 3 RBIs, while
Schultz added two hits and an
RBI.

Coming off of the hard-fought
and disappointing defeat, Delphi
was simply dominated in the
second game, which started with
a lead-off home run for the Indi-
ans. Twin Lakes pounded out 22
hits, while holding the Lady Or-
acles to just seven in the 17-2, 5-
inning contest.

Barnard was the lone Oracle
with more than one hit, going a
perfect 3-for-3 with a triple,
while Schultz produced the lone
RBI with her single in the 1st in-
ning.

Arion, Yates and Rouhier had
the remaining Delphi hits.

So, the Lady Oracles now find
themselves in 3rd place in the
conference standings with three
losses, just behind BC’s two and
TL’s one, with the final confer-
ence games against Sheridan and
Tipton coming up this week.

However, each of Delphi’s
four losses on the season has
come at the hands of Class 3A
teams that were ranked among
the state’s top 20 at the time the
Oracles played them.

If the high-level of play con-
tinues, it should make for an ex-
citing Class 2A tournament run.

The Lady Oracles hosted
Sheridan Tuesday night (too late
for print), then start a series of
four-in-a-row on the road with
games at Sheridan on Thursday
at 5 p.m., a double-header at Tip-
ton on Saturday starting at 10
a.m., and at Frankfort at 5 p.m.
on Monday before returning
home to host North White on
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.

Carroll H.S. Band earns gold

Carroll High School Band
members broke a proverbial
“curse” April 19 when they
earned the gold rating at the In-
diana State School Music As-
sociation’s  concert  band
contest.

The band has not enjoyed
this honor since 1995, when
Robert Thornburg was the di-
rector. The band has partici-

pated in the contest in recent
years and earned a string of sil-
ver and bronze ratings, but this
year the band ended that tradi-
tion and brought home top
honors.

Don Pettit, current band di-
rector, motivated the students
by promising to dye his hair
pink if they received gold. On
Monday after the contest, he

kept his promise and came to
school with hot pink hair — the
color of flamingo lawn orna-
ments.

“I was willing to do just
about anything to get these stu-
dents motivated to earn that
gold rating,” Pettit said.

The Carroll band also started
a marching program last fall,
and it will continue next year.

S oftball field named for Ennis
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Namesake field

By Jennifer Archibald
Staff writer

Gail Ennis had quite a sur-
prise after the Flora Little
League and Girls Softball pa-
rade on Saturday.

As president of the Girls
Softball League, he had called
a meeting of the parents to en-
list their help in the concession
stand.

As he was standing at the
softball bleachers, with his
back to the field, his son-in-law,
Brian Downham, asked him
what was out in the field.

At first Ennis didn’t see any-
thing, but when he was encour-
aged to look at the scoreboard,
he saw it. The new sign identi-
fies the field as the Gail Ennis
Softball Field.

Gale Ann Downham was on
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The girls softball field at the Flora Community Park now has a name. Dedicated Satur-
day, it is now known as the Gail Ennis Softball Field. Comet photo by Jennifer Archibald

hand to tell the crowd that the
Flora Park Board and Girls
Softball League named the
field for her father because of
all his years and hard work in
softball.

Ennis said he first got in-
volved with Little League, 41
years ago. He coached for three
years and was player agent for
16 years.

He started with girls softball
in 1977, coaching the “B”
team. The following year, he
began coaching the “A” team
(high school age).

“My coaches that helped me
were Diane Goubeaux and
Mike Hyman,” Ennis said.
“Later Dick Oilar and Cindy
Lesh helped coach for years.

Ennis coached Flora and Lo-
gansport girls for 26 years, and
has been associated with the

Flora girls league for 31 years.
He has several trophies that the
girls have won over the years.

Ennis also has been on the
Flora Park Board since 1982
and is the current president. He
was instrumental in getting the
girls diamond built at the park.
He also was involved in getting
softball started at Carroll High
School, and coached there for
about 10 years.

“I played softball myself for
a semi-pro team in Kokomo for
16 years, besides coaching the
girls,” Ennis said. “T love soft-
ball.”

He thanked the Park Board,
Girls Softball League, his fam-
ily, and anyone else who had a
hand in naming the field for
him.

“It choked me up to get hon-
ored this way,” he said.




