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We’ve got property tax re-
form - the biggest, most impor-
tant reform in Indiana local
government finance since 1973,
at least. And we’ve got a whole
lot of questions about how these
reforms are going to work.
Here’s what we’re going to do.

The state will take over the
whole school general fund, the
county welfare funds and a few
others. The property tax levies
and rates for these funds will
disappear. The state will pay
for the added spending with an
increase in the sales tax from 6
percent to 7 percent (as of
April 1) and by redirecting ex-
isting property tax relief spend-
ing. That means most of the
credits on our tax bills will dis-
appear, too, so our tax bills will
be simpler.

Property tax relief will be
channeled to homeowners
through a supplemental home-
stead standard deduction, for
most homeowners equal to 35
percent of a home’s assess-
ment, after subtracting the ex-
isting $45,000 deduction.

Some of these measures
phase in over the next two
years. This year, we’ll see a
temporary but substantial in-
crease in homestead credits, fi-
nanced by the April 1 sales tax
increase.

for renters will rise from a
$2,500 maximum to a $3,000
maximum, and the Indiana
earned income credit will in-
crease from 6 percent to 9 per-
cent of the federal credit. This
will partially offset the sales
tax increase for renters, who do
not receive direct relief from
the property tax reductions.
Owners of lower-valued homes
will receive additional relief
through an increase in the max-
imum share of assessed value
that can be taken with the stan-
dard deduction. It was $45,000
up to 50 percent of assessed
value, now it will be $45,000
up to 60 percent of assessed
value. Lower-income home-
owners age 65 and over will be
allowed to freeze their property
tax payments.

Circuit breaker credits will
limit homeowner taxes to 1
percent of assessed value be-
fore deductions. Rental hous-
ing and farmland taxes will be
limited to 2 percent, and other
taxes will be limited to 3 per-
cent. The limits will fully
phase in by 2010. The limits
are in the statute, but the legis-
lature has started the process to
put them into the state consti-
tution. Owners of rental hous-
ing will see the biggest benefits
from these credits.

The credits are tax breaks for
property owners and revenue
losses for local governments.
Total credits (and losses) are es-

Griffins offer import
and domestic
specialized car care

Tony and Belinda (Shoff)
Griffin of Flora have opened
Griffin’s
Service Cen-
ter of Flora in
the  former
Abdon build-
ing at 105 W.
Main St.

The Griffins’

business pro-
vides import
. and domestic
T. Griffin specialized
auto care. The center opened
Tuesday with a special grand
opening celebration.

Griffin
started in the
import  car
business  at
age 18. He
went to work
for a Porsche
dealership
where he re-
ceived his ap-
prenticeship
as a Porsche B. Grlfﬁn
mechanic.

During that time he hooked
up with the Porsche racing team.
He won his first championship
in 1977 at the Washington D.C.
Regional Championships for the
SCCA (Sports Car Club of
America). He competed in other

i

forms of road racing until 1992.
Griffin cross-trained on vari-
ous other imports and then
opened his own service business
in Pennsylvania. He owned and
operated that business for 10
years before moving to his
wife’s home state of Indiana. He
worked at several high-end im-
port sales and service facilities
in Indianapolis before working
with domestics at various
Lafayette dealerships.

Last March he and his wife
decided they wanted to open
their own business.

“I work on the vehicles, my
wife does computer graphic de-
sign, and we both share the
bookkeeping,” he said.

The service center will be
open Monday through Friday
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
They can be reached at 574-967-
0117 or visit their web site at
www.griffinbilt.com.

In the couple’s free time, they
camp. “We’ve been to nearly all
of the campgrounds in Indiana,”
he said.

They also have six children
and one grandchild.

The Griffins encourage the
public to stop in and see their
new 2,500 square foot shop, lo-
cated in the north end of the
building.

about 5 percent of local budgets.
Governments in Lake and St.
Joseph counties will exempt
debt-service taxes from the cir-
cuit breaker limits, but still more
than half of the total credits will
be in these two counties.

In addition, we’ll eliminate
most township assessors and
township trustee assessing du-
ties. County assessors will han-
dle most property assessment.
And bigger school and other
capital projects will be subject
to referenda.

Those are the reforms. Here
are some questions.

With the economy slowing
down, will there be enough
sales tax revenue to support the
added state spending? There’s
been concern that replacing the
stable property tax with the
less stable sales tax could cre-
ate revenue shortfalls. We may
find out sooner rather than
later.

If the state pays the whole of
the school general fund, can we
still have differences in spend-
ing per pupil across school cor-
porations? And, if the state
pays the whole of the school
general fund, will it need more
control over local spending de-
cisions?

How will businesses respond
to the increase in the sales tax
on business-to-business sales,
which are 20-40 percent of
total sales taxes? Will they try
to pass these taxes on to cus-
tomers in higher prices?

Since the tax cut for rental
housing makes owning rental
property more profitable, will
it cause a boom in apartment

Business Briefs

petition for tenants drive rents
lower than they would have
been? Will renters benefit, at
least a little, from their land-
lords’ property tax cuts?

Will counties respond to the
revenue shortfalls from the cir-
cuit breaker credits with in-
creases in local income taxes,
which can partially offset these
losses? If so, how big of a net
tax cut will the reform really
deliver to homeowners?

These are big questions, but
big reforms create big ques-
tions. And this is a very big re-
form.

Bob’s Investigations
www.bobsinvestigations.co
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JEWELRY & TIME ™

Hoeurs: Mon., Tues. Thars. & fri 8:30 am io 5:00 pm: Wed. & Sat. 8:30 to Noor:; Clesed Sanday

Black Hills Gold, Diamonds, Colored Stone Jewelry

Internet Directory

Introductory offer - 2 lines of type plus Logo.
1 year (52 weeks) $4%° per week (paid in advance $208%)
6 months (26 weeks) $6° per week (paid in advance $156%%)
3 months (13 weeks) $7°° per week (paid in advance $91%)

Flora Presbyterian Church
www.www.florapc.org

ol

FIora First Christian Church
www.florafirstchristian.org

Business & Service Directory

To Include Your Business, Call Carroll County Comet: (574) 967-4135
DEADLINE - For This Directory is THURSDAY NOON! PRICE: *15.05 wk. (One Month Minimum)
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Washington
Street
U Store

KIRK
DUFF, an |4
employee of
Brenneco
Fire Protec-

tion, Inc.,
Flora, re-
cently com-
peted in

ABC Na-
tional Craft Duft
Champi-

onships in Puerto Rico, as a
fire sprinkler fitter.

A field of 135 craft profes-
sionals competed in 11 dif-
ferent craft areas during this
year’s contest. Competitors
first took an intense, two-
hour written exam and then
competed in daylong “hands-
on” craft projects.

“We are honored to provide
these craft professionals with
the opportunity to demon-
strate  their high-quality
workmanship, technical
knowledge and safe work
practices,” said 2008 ABC
National Chairman Bill
Fairchild. “These craft pro-
fessionals are the best-of-the-
best and show us that there is
a bright future ahead for ABC
and the U.S. construction in-
dustry.”

special

the community.

fun!

Date:
Time:
Place:

Door
Prizes:

Meal:
Cost:

April 18, 200
765-564-67\57 or sgtna@CarrolIcountychamber.com

Carroll County Chamber Spring Event
“Women’s Celebration Luncheon”

Our Carroll County Chamber of Commerce will present its
first “Women’s Celebration Luncheon” on April 23, 2008. This
event will offer a great opportunity to celebrate
women and what they do for their families, businesses and

April 23 is also Administrative Professionals day and this
luncheon could serve to show your female support staff how
much you value their contribution to your business. Sponsor
your staff and allow them just a little extra lunch hour to
enjoy a catered meal,
speakers, and some fellowship time. Local and independent
businesses are participating.

Women this event is for you. Bring a friend and have some

April 23, 2008
Noon-1:30 p.m.
Canal Interpretive Center, Delphi, IN

Avon, Mary Kay, Pampered Chef, Premier
Jewelry, Sassy’s, Longaberger and more
surprises!
Catered by Burlington Meats & Catering
$10.00 per person

Please RSVP at your Carroll County Chamber of Commerce by
. Space is limited!!!

door prizes, mini

carroll county

massages, guest

Duke

1371 North Washmgton
(Across from Globe Valve & P&R)
765-574-3064
or 765-564-6979

Cartridge World
of Lafayette

Bring us your empty inkjet and
laser printer cartridges!
Let us save you lots of $$$ (40-
60%) by refilling!

Go Green!
Located in front of Meijer
State Road 26 E Lafayette

765.448.4500
M-F: 9-6  Sat: 9-1P
Closed Sunday
Owners: Dallas & Darlene Eikenberry

MOBILE RADIO
OF KOKOMO, INC.,

Established 1962
MA/COM &
Kenwood
Communications
Security Cameras
Pagers
Cell Phones

Larry Sparks
803 North Main Street
Kokomo, Indiana 46901
765-452-3157
1-800-659-6125
Pager 765-864-2708
FAX: 765-457-2077
mrok803 @sbcglobal net
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Hardware
Windows
Cabinets
Seasonal

Hwy 421
Across From
Delphi

High School

9am To 6 pm
Thur, Fri, Sat
MARIANNE BOWYER - OWNER

765-564-4817
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Visit out website at:
www.mbdiscounts.net
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For A Free Estimate

Financing Available
Camden, Indiana

e
G

LIEBERT
CONSTRUCTION

New Homes -
Remodeling
WE SELL AND
INSTALL MASTIC
VINYL SIDING, THE

BEST SIDING ON
THE MARKET!

DAVE 564-3352
JIM 564-3464

Insured Quality Work
References Available
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BLOCHER
CONSTRUCTION
& ELECTRIC

since 1984
Martin Blocher
« Electrical
- Remodeling
« Windows
+Siding - Roofing
- Additions
574-967-3652
800-379-2401
Cell 765-404-9126

blocherconst@ ffnl.com

LARIMORE & SON
CONSTRUCTION

New Construction
& Remodeling
¢ Vinyl Siding
& Roofing
¢ Interior Remodeling
¢ Replacement
Windows
¢ Painting &
Repairs
765-564-2967

or 574-686-2004

SR 421 W. Delphi
FREE ESTIMATES

ASPHALT
EXCAVATING
SEALCOAT
CONCRETE

CRANE RENTAL

2 s
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Welding & Repair
*Mobile Welding
oSteel Sales
*Fabrication
*Repair &
Maintenance
Cell (765) 564-1767

Jim Brewer, owner

204 N. Sycamore St., Flora (SR 75N)
Mon - Fri8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

ARCOATRESDealer
7165-426;1561
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i New Furniture, New
Parts Made, Minor,
Upholstery, Custom
Woodwork, and
Bowls & Spindles

765-564- 4592 i
9229W 25N,, Delp 1

CHAMBEDR
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www.airsourcehvac.com barleyke:thsg‘@ya*ii

v A Mifource Company

WE'RE ON IT!

(Other Hours By Appointment, Including Weekends)

& Energy-




