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By Pastor Dan Butcher

My brother and I were sitting
on the opposite ends of the couch.
I can’t remember what we had
been fighting about, I just remem-

ber that we had been fighting and
it must have been bad because we
were sitting there waiting for my
dad to come home. Man, I hated
to wait for dad to get home. When
you were in trouble, time didn’t

pass very
quickly. In fact,
it seemed to
last forever,
“wait for your
dad to get
home.”

When my
father would
get home, I
knew that there
would be real trouble. I might get
a spanking. I would get a lecture,
for sure - all because of my
brother. Funny, I bet my brother
was thinking about the same

thing. The longer we sat there, the
more I would blame him. Mind
you, most often I couldn’t re-
member why by the time dad got
home. I just knew I was mad.

This is God’s command that
you love one another. Wow, not
even a choice! It’s a command.
“Love one another. (1 John 3:11)

Don’t you hate it when you
can’t even argue?

“But, “I don’t want to love.” “I
don’t feel like loving.”

This is my commandment that
you love one another.

Sheeezzz. Dad would enter. He

would be hungry and tired. Din-
ner would always be on and the
house smelled like family. Dad
would look at my brother and me
in the now darkening living room.
He would ask, “Are you over it?”

I would reply, “I’m hungry.”
My brother would say, “Mom

overreacted.”
Dad would say, “Tell each other

you’re sorry and let’s go eat. I’m
starving and I’ve got some pretty
good stories to tell you at dinner.”

I loved my brother. Dad would
not have understood it if we didn’t
love one another. It wasn’t a

choice, he was my brother.
Brothers and sisters, you can

choose to spend time in anger or
hate with another Christian, no
matter how you go to trying to ex-
plain how right you are. When
God does call us home, and He
asks us if we are over it, I assure
you, we will be. For when we are
with the Father, we will forget our
vain and trivial arguments. Like it
or not, it’s a command to love one
another.

Dan Butcher is pastor at Cross-
roads Community Christian
Church, Bringhhurst.

Lessons from the Heart
Love one another

Butcher

UESTION: My oldest
son is approaching the
age where we had pre-

viously agreed to allow him
to date. The more I think
about it, though, the more
the whole idea concerns me.
It seems that even in the
best of dating situations, the
negatives exceed the posi-
tives. I can’t help but feel
that I’m setting my son up
for failure. Several of my
friends have adopted the
concept of “courtship”
rather than dating. Could
you please explain this idea
to me, and suggest which of
the two arrangements you
favor?

DR. DOBSON: Simply put,
the “courtship” concept is a
reaction to the dating model
which is thought by many to
be unhealthy. Dating couples
go through a series of short
term and often unsatisfying

relationships over a
period of f ive or ten
years or longer. They
are being taught to f lit
from one relationship
to another like a hon-
eybee buzzing from
flower to f lower. Why
would they not be in-
clined later to bail out on a
marriage partner when bored
or frustrated? Dating also
encourages sexual familiarity
and experimentation. It isn’t
diff icult to understand why
an increasing number of par-
ents feel this traditional
model undermines commit-
ment, exclusivity and perma-
nence in marriage.

The courtship model, by
contrast, seeks to postpone
emotional and physical en-
tanglements until they occur
with the probable husband
or wife. The family is very
supportive in helping to

choose that special
individual for a seri-
ous courtship when
the time is right.
Until then, relation-
ships between the
sexes are limited to
group situations in
carefully controlled

settings. Physical intimacy
for the sake of titillation and
experimentation are consid-
ered to be most inappropri-
ate. It is the ultimate in
“saving oneself” for the man
or woman with whom a life-
time will be spent. 

Many parents, and un-
doubtedly the majority of
teenagers, would consider
the courtship model to be ex-
treme and terribly restric-
tive. Not every teenager
would tolerate it. I believe it
is a good idea in those set-
tings where both generations
are committed to it and are
willing to work together to
make it successful. Courtship
is not recommended in cases
of adolescent rebellion or
where there is great resist-
ance to the idea. Whether or
not to take this approach,
therefore, is a matter for in-
dividual families to deter-
mine.

QUESTION: What are the
prospects for the very pretty
or handsome child? Does he
or she usually have smooth
sailing all the way?

DR. DOBSON: Well, that
child has some remarkable
advantages, as I have de-
scribed. She is much more
likely to accept herself and
enjoy the benefits of self-con-
f idence. However, she also
faces some unique problems

which the homely child never
experiences. Beauty in our
society is power, and power
can be dangerous in imma-
ture hands. A fourteen-year-
old young woman, for
example, who is prematurely
curved and rounded in all the
right places may be pursued
vigorously by males who
would exploit her beauty. As
she becomes more conscious
of her f lirtatious power, she
is sometimes urged towards
promiscuity. Furthermore,
women who have been cov-
eted physically since early
childhood often became bit-
ter and disillusioned as they
age. I’m thinking particularly
of Hollywood’s most glam-
orous sex queens, such as
Marilyn Monroe and Brigitte
Bardot, who had diff iculty
dealing with the depersonal-
ization of body worship as
the years passed.

Research also indicates
some interesting conse-
quences in regard to martial
stability for the “beautiful
people.” In one important
study, the more attractive
college girls were found to be
less happily married twenty-
f ive years later. It is appar-
ently difficult to reserve the
“power” of sex for one mate,
ignoring the ego gratification
which awaits outside the
marriage bonds. And finally,
the more attractive a person
is in his or her youth, the
more painful is the aging
process.

My point is this: the meas-
urement of worth on a scale
of beauty is wrong, often
damaging to the haves and
have-nots.

Courtship, not dating can foster proper teenage behavior

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson
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AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOM-
INATIONAL: Larry Williams, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED
METHODIST: Larry DeVos, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: 206 N. Prairie Street,
Brookston. Ron Guzman, minister.
SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED
METHODIST: 4915 Ferret St., Buck
Creek. Dwight Monical, pastor. SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST BRETHREN:
205 W. 8th St., Rev. Dr. Peter Rous-
sakis, pastor. SW: 10:00 a.m., SS:
9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: Tim Pohlman, pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Children’s
Church: 10 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.,
Youth Groups: 6 p.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST: SS: 10:50 a.m., SW
9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAP-
TIST: Second & Main, Burnettsville.
SW: 10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN:
Sixth & Washington, Burnettsville.
John Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN: First & Main, Bur-
nettsville. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal In-
terpretive Center, Delphi. Eric Haley,
pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST:
Dan Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers
Kevin Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m.
SS: Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Kasey Schnepp, pastor, SW: 9 a.m.,
SS: 10:20 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE MINISTRIES:
1/2 mile north of SR 22 on CR
1150W. Patrick Kamm,  pastor. SS:
9 a.m. SW: 10:15 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN: 3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan
C. Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m.
SS: 10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30
p.m., Bible study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTE-
RIAN: Highway 29 in Deer Creek.
SW: 10:30 a.m. SS: 9:15 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 315
E. Main St, Delphi. Andrew Paris,
minister. SW: 9:30 a.m.,  SS: 10:45
a.m. Wed. Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST: 405
Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sunday
Bible study: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 &
5 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
GOD: 321 W. Main Street, Delphi.
Rev. Virgil Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor.
Thurs. night Bible Study:
7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45 p.m., SW: 2 p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST:
Union & Monroe Streets, Delphi.
SW: 8:45 & 11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.,
Todd Ladd, pastor; Micah Hudson,
youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Dan Fisher, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6
p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED METHODIST:
SR 24 & Logan Street, Idaville. Ernie
D. Elder, Jr., Pastor. SW: 10 a.m.,
SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR
29, Burlington. Steve Cole, minister.
SW: 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11
a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N, west
of Hwy. 29. Thomas J. McShannock
& Sandy Hutchens, pastor. SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH:
Hwys. 29 & 26, Middlefork. Jim An-
derson, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH: U.S.
421 North, Tippecanoe Township.
Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW: 10
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family Night:
6:30pm, Adult & Youth Services Sun.
Evenings 6pm.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CAMDEN: Paul Marcellino, interim-
pastor. Tue. 9:30 a.m. Women’s
study, Wed. 6:30 p.m. WW, SW: 9:30
a.m., SS: 10:45 a.m., Sun. Youth
Service 5:30 p.m. Sun. Bible study:
7:30 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana & Franklin
Streets, Delphi. William Glenn, pas-
tor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. &
6 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: Main & In-
diana Streets, Delphi. Rev. Bill
McLean. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W.
Columbia Street, Flora. Interim pas-
tors. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan
Herendeen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m

FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street,
Flora. Sam Davenport, interim pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103
S. Willow St., Flora. James Franklin,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m., Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 211 S. Center St., Flora.
Charles Compton, pastor. SW: 10:15
a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Larry DeVos,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTH-
ERN BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill
Godbey, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe
Whitehead, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW:
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD:
11073 E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Mur-
phy, pastor. SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.,
SS: 9:30 a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: Meets at
the Freedom Center in Delphi.Stan
Williams, pastor. SS: 11 a.m., SW:
9:30 a.m. contact (765) 589-3771
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible
Study: 6:30 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE
of Camden. Guy Studebaker, pastor.
SW 10:15 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
MT. ZION INDEPENDENT BAP-
TIST: 102 N. Connelly Street, Del-
phi. Alfred Smith, pastor. SS: 10:15
a.m., SW: 9 a.m., & 6 p.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
& 900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor,
Don Arterburn. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1
mile E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pas-
tor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6
p.m.
PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39, Frank-
fort. Donna Enerson, pastor. SS:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Everyone
welcome.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: Pastor. Howard Hen-
drickson SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob
Cree, pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10
a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN:
SW: 9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00 a.m.;
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW 10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Floyd Smith, pastor. SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5434 W State Rd 26,
Rossville, IN.  Bob McAulay, interim
pastor SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville.
Rick Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST:
St. Rd. 29, Carrollton Township.
James Lund, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter
Vanderkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi. Dale Larson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75. Dale Larson, pas-
tor. SW: 8:30 a.m.. SS: Same as
Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: 869 N.
90 E., Burrows, Greg Britt, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. (574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Dave Inskeep, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

DIRECTORY OF
AREA CHURCHES

SS=Sunday School SW=Sunday Worship

Allen’s
uto

& Truck Service
415 W. Columbia, Flora

574-967-4193

 5345 North 7th Street
 Delphi, IN 46923
 765-564-6347•800-303-9439   Authorized Service Center

 Domestic • Foreign • Truck
 Full Service Auto Repair Center

RME 
INSURANCE

Flora • Camden 

11152 W. St. Rd. 18 • Delphi, IN 46923
(765) 564-3400 • Fax: (765) 564-4852

e-mail: horizon@ytci.com

 CARROLL COUNTY
  MEDICAL CENTER

 “Why wait to receive your health care?”
                Dr. Mark A. Meyer

                Megan Rowe, CANP
                Sandy Bushman, FNP

                           104 S. Howard St. • Flora • 574-967-4637

 574-686-3483
 800-213-7154

 Most Insurance Accepted
 including

 Medicare & Medicaid!

 115  W est M a in  S tree t • P.O . B ox 53  • C am den, Ind iana  46917

THIS PAGE IS SUPPORTED BY THESE COMMUNITY MINDED BUSINESSES

 A PLACE YOU CAN COUNT ON

 C H E V R O LE T•B U IC K •P O N TIA C •G M C
 M on.-Thurs. 8 -7 , F ri. 8 -5 , S a t. 8 -4

 S E R V IC E  &  PA R TS  - M on.-F ri. 8 -6
 U S  421W , D e lph i

 To sponsor this page 
 please call:

 Carol@1•800•293•4709
 or Fax your request to:

 1•866•769•4884

THE FLOWER SHOPPE I
FLORA

THE FLOWER SHOPPE II
 DELPHI

574-967-3022 • 765-564-2597

 Don’s 
 Pole Buildings

 Main St., Cutler
 765-268-2708

 Over 19 Years Experience
  DOWDEN’S DOWDEN’S
 H ome   I mprovements

 Burlington, IN • 566-2527
 1-888-310-3498

 Licensed & Fully Insured

 Esserman Tire 
 and Auto

 702 E. Columbia St., Flora
 574-967-4171

Flora Pizza King
Dine In/Carry Out
12 E. Columbia
574-967-3212

BUSH VETERINARY 
SERVICES, P.C.

2145 E. Slate Road 18
Flora, IN 46929

Phone: (574) 967-4341
Fax; (574) 967-4458

 (574)
 967-
 3556

 Eikenberry Service & Repair, Inc.

Delphi, IN 46923

P.T.I. Machining Inc.

 State Representative
 Rich McClain
 1-800-382-9841

Nichols Family Farm
Steve, Chere, Charlie, 

Brandi & Woody

EIKENBERRY
Fine Furniture
32 S. Center St., Flora

574-967-3600

 416 Commercial Drive
 Flora, IN 46929

 Phone (574) 967-3320
 FAX# (574) 967-3990

 1-800-622-1118

 Hog Slat Midwest, Inc.
 200 N . M erid ian Road
 P.O. Box 26, Cam de n

 574-967-4145

WALLMANN’S
Quality Foods

Delphi’s Full Service Grocery Store
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

123 E. Franklin St.
Phone: 765-564-3795

Quality Meat – Produce – Deli

Seele
Monument Shop

St. Rd. 25, Rockfield 574-686-2532

Brewster
Insurance Agency Inc.

Since 1928
566-3587 St. Rd. 29N, 

Burlington Rob, Brenda & Adam

ABBOTT FUNERAL HOME
421 E. Main St., Delphi

Ph. 765-564-4452
Pre-arrangement plans available

“Where Caring and Service Come First”
Carl & Leah Abbott, owners

Dr. Dobson

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs, CO
80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org. These
questions and answers are excerpted from books
authored by Dr. James Dobson and published by
Tyndale House Publishers. Dr. Dobson is the
founder and chairman of the board of Focus on
the Family, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
the preservation of the home and Judeo-Christian
values. Copyright 1997 James Dobson, Inc. All
rights reserved. International copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eter-
nal life. John 3:16 Pd. Adv.

Hickory Grove sends
mission team to Haiti
Comet staff report 

Eight members of  a Hickory
Grove Church mission team
returned home on Feb. 5 from
an eight-day trip to Cazale,
Haiti.  Cazale is located in a
mountain village north of Port
‘O Prince.

While there they assisted
missionary Davis Zachary and
his family.  They worked in the
medical clinic that had been
emptied for remodeling by
constructing desks, painting,
cleaning, restoring patient files
and adding a connecting roof.

They also conducted a Bible
School and spent time holding
children.

The mission operates a med-
ical clinic that sees about 1,000
patients in three days and a res-
cue center for up to 60 children
that otherwise would die.

“The team’s lives have been
forever changed by this unique
experience,” said Pastor Ken
Smith. “If you would like to
learn more or have one of the
team members come to your
church or organization to share
with you, call me at the church
office at 574-965-2731.”


