Carroll County Comet, Wednesday, January 2, 2008

SIA)elphi ISTEP results indicate growth, challenges

By Kevin Schnepp
Staff writer

Indiana’s public school ad-
ministrators and teachers attain
valuable information through
Indiana Statewide Testing for
Educational Progress (ISTEP)
exams. Educators at state and
local levels use information
from the annual test to deter-
mine how students in grades
three through 10 perform as in-
dividuals and how each grade
level’s teaching and resources
affect learning.

Delphi Community School
Corporation recently com-
pleted the fall 2007 round of
ISTEP testing.

Overall average passing per-
centages by school increased.
Elementary students’ combined
passing average was 64.8 per-
cent, 3.3 percent better than
last year. Middle school stu-
dents managed a 75.7 percent
pass rate, up 2.9 percent. High
school students’ average pass
rate was 4.7 percent lower than
statewide averages but repre-
sented a .9 percent increase to
68.6 percent for the school.

General improvement was
evident in  math and
English/language arts but re-
sults were mixed in math com-
pared to last year’s averages.
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE
ARTS
Elementary school

Third graders held steady
compared to last year with a 79
percent average. The score was
three points higher than the
state mark.

Fourth grade was the sole
class in the district to fall short
of the state average this year,
with a median score seven per-
cent below the statewide mark
and three percent lower than
last year’s fourth grade class.
The decrease represented an 11
percent drop compared to how
the same students fared on the
exam as third graders.

Delphi Community Elemen-
tary School Principal Bill Shi-
dler told the Comet the lower
average was due in part to ele-
mentary school re-alignment.
He said students experienced
“change pains” when classes
from two elementary schools
were combined this year.
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“Since the two elementary
schools were realigned to begin
this school year, the data is a
starting point for our new
school,” Shidler said. “We feel
very good about our numbers
but look forward to developing
strategies to assist those stu-
dents who didn’t pass.”

Fifth grade averaged a 78
percent score, two percent bet-
ter than the state average but
one percent off last year’s fifth
grade mark.

Middle school

Sixth grade’s 78 percent av-
erage was five percent better
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than both the state average and
last year’s sixth grade score.

Seventh graders performed
similarly with their 73 percent
average, two points better than
the state median and a four
point improvement over last
year.

Eighth graders bested the
state average with their 72 per-
cent mean score, but that was
six percent off the grade’s av-
erage one year prior.

High school

Ninth grade held steady with
last year’s freshmen with a 69
percent average, two points
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above the statewide mark.
Sophomores also averaged
69 percent, one point better
than the state’s and last year’s
class averages.
MATH
Elementary school
Third grade’s average math
score was 68 percent, down
two percent compared to last
year and three percent lower
than the current state average.
Fourth and fifth graders met
state averages with 76 and 78
percent respectively. Both re-
flected improved averages
compared to last year.
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Trying to raise the bar

ISTEP test results can be compiled and interpreted in many ways, each providing a differ-
ent glimpse into students’ and schools’ educational progress. The two graphs shown above
are based on fall 2007 ISTEP test results for third through 10th graders at Delphi Commu-
nity schools. As evidenced in the math graph (left), local score averages and state compar-
isons by grade level were strong through sixth grade but faltered in higher grades. The
English/language arts graph (right) revealed most grades raised the bar compared to state
averages. Educators can use such information to determine trends or bring positive and neg-
ative issues to light. Figures represented in the graphs were retrieved from the Indiana De-
partment of Education Web site. Learn more about how DCSC students fared online at
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By Al Jackson

Hope you had a nice
Christmas. We sure did,
and now my thoughts are
turning to 2008 and the
many exciting opportuni-
ties that are in front of us.

I was listening to a radio
station the other day and
heard a very thought pro-
voking commercial. It is a
wife asking her husband
where he thought they
should live. He said “Oh, I
don’t know. Let’s ask our
government.” She then
asked him what they
should name the baby boy
that they were expecting. He
gave the same answer. The an-
nouncer then said, “you’d
never think of letting the gov-
ernment make those decisions
for you, but if you do not have
a will, you are agreeing that the
government will decide how
your belongings
will be divided up upon your
death.”

Think about that for a mo-
ment. [ am pretty sure that Car-
roll County statistics are not
very different from the rest of
the country. If that is true, then

more than half of you who are
reading this do not have a will.
That means that when you die
your estate will be distributed
according to a government for-
mula. I certainly do not want
that and I'll bet that you don’t
either.

Why don’t you resolve to do
something about that early in
the next year? Visit your attor-
ney and have a will prepared.
If you’d like some help in that
area, we, at the Carroll County
Community Foundation, have
a free resource that explains

Middle school

An 88 percent average score
turned in by sixth graders was
seven percent above the state’s
mark, eight percent better than
last year’s sixth graders, and an
improvement for that grade
from one year prior.

Seventh grade students
showed improvement with an
eight point increase to 71 per-
cent, but the class average was
still nine percent lower than the
state mean.

Eighth graders held steady at
72 percent while the state aver-
age increased three percent to
75.

High school

Freshman math scores im-
proved five percent locally to
68 percent but fell shy of the
state average by two percent.

Sophomores scored three
percent worse than last year’s
10th grade class, but one per-
cent better than the average
Hoosier sophomore.
SCIENCE

Science results were avail-
able for fifth and seventh
grades. Fifth graders held
steady with a 69 percent aver-
age pass rate, three points
higher than the state average.
Seventh graders fared two per-
cent better than last year with a
61 percent average, one point
above the state median.

some issues you should
consider as you have a will
prepared. You can feel
much better knowing that
you have taken care of this
important piece of family
business.

We know that you
will want to make plans to
take care of family mem-
bers who might need sup-
port when you are no
longer here. We also know
that a great many of you
will want to leave some re-
sources behind to support
your church or favorite
charity. Your attorney can
help you to decide the best
way to do
that.

Based on circumstances that
are unique to each case, many
of you will have wills that need
to be tailored to your circum-
stances, but one thing you all
have in common. You all need
a will. Get it done soon.

For our free guide to plan-
ning your will, call 1-800-964-
0508 or e mail us at
info@cfcarroll.org.

Al Jackson is president of the
Carroll County Community
Foundation.
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