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the special exception concept
for gaining county approval
for CAFOs. Hylton countered
by saying he believed the
same rules should apply to
everyone without exception.

After two hours, no action
was taken and no decisions
were made.

Highway department

A suggestion by council
member Nancy Cripe to
amend the county snow re-
moval policy was dismissed.
Cripe suggested snow be al-
lowed to accumulate to three
inches in depth before a full
snow crew was called out to
work overtime to clear county
roads.

“My personal recommenda-
tion is to leave it the way it
is,” highway superintendent
Ron Francis said.

“I’d like to see us continue
the same policy,” commis-
sioner Brown said.

No action was taken to
change the policy.

Brown asked Francis to
clarify his 2008 budget re-
quest for fuel that was identi-
cal to the 2007 request,
although fuel prices were ex-
pected to increase. Francis
had to request transfers at the
last council meeting from sev-
eral other line items to be able
to pay for fuel recently pur-
chased.

Francis explained there was
no extra money to put in the
line item for fuel. He said his
strategy was to try to under
spend funds from other line
items, with the intent of trans-
ferring from those line items
into fuel if they are not de-
pleted.

Brown then turned to coun-
cil member Steve Ashby, who
was in the audience, and
asked him how that strategy
was wrong for the county, as
he was recently quoted for
saying. Ashby stressed the
need for department heads to
use realistic numbers in
budget presentations.

Auditor Beth Myers said
the council asked department
heads to not spend all funds in
each line item to be able to
make up deficits in other line
items. She said it was difficult
for department heads to know
what to do when conflicting
opinions were received from
the council.

Ashby replied the county
could not be doing the budget
the same way it has been done
in the past.

“I’m done,” Brown said to
end the discussion.

No action was taken on two
bridge replacement proposals
presented by Francis for
bridges #129 and #1643.
When questioned, Francis
said he would encumber the
amounts needed for each proj-
ect from the 2007 budget.

Bids for road materials
were opened and accepted.

Francis distributed a docu-
ment with highway depart-
ment fees comparisons for
White, Tippecanoe, Cass and
Clinton counties. Francis rec-
ommended Carroll County
fees be adjusted to reflect
those of Tippecanoe County.
Animal Control

Sheriff Tony Burns reported
the animal control commis-
sion has been unable to organ-
ize sufficiently to begin to
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criminal counts of failure to
register as a sex offender, both
Class D felonies.

His court date is Dec. 27 at 6
p.m. in Carroll Superior Court.

Davidson bonded out of the
Carroll County Jail with a
$5,000 surety bond.

“A simple question at a com-
munity meeting turned out to
be pivotal in locating this of-

fender,” Burns said. “The addi-
tional ‘eyes’ and ‘ears’ of our
community were an asset for
us in apprehending this sub-
ject.”

“We want to send a stern
message to sex offenders,” he
concluded. “If they move or
change employment, they must
notify us. If they don’t, they
will be located and arrested.”

provide services in January.

“There will be no animal
control services in the county
until at least the next meeting
on March 12,” he said.

Mears said animal control
would “be better run by the
county.”

Burns again recommended
commissioners consider a tax
for pets. No action was taken.
Property tax rebate

Ordinance 2007-09 was
adopted to allow the auditor
and treasurer to apply rebates
to delinquent property tax
bills.

County health insurance

Hylton reported he discov-
ered the health savings plan
presented by Flora Clerk-
Treasurer Joretta Tinsman to
be more expensive than the
county’s current plan.

“They’re paying a lot more
than the county,” he said.

Hylton further reported that
the current benefits carrier has

suffered a “significant loss
ratio for 20077 with the
county due to employee

claims. It is expected the pre-
miums to increase signifi-
cantly.

Myers said the county was
recently rejected by five dif-
ferent carriers due to the loss
ratio.

Other business

An appeal for a Monroe
Township assistance applica-
tion denial was set for hearing
Dec. 21 at 10 a.m. in the com-
missioners’ meeting room.

Appointments of Doris
McLeland and Jane Smith to
the PTABOA Board were
tabled pending additional in-
formation.

The Beef Barn at the fair-
grounds will be repaired for
$300 by Whispering Pine
Construction.

Delphi VFW will have a
sign on courthouse grounds
Dec. 15-22.

The FFA Barn will be used
Dec. 19 for Christmas With
the Animals.

Deputy coroner Jay Dee
Cree was recognized for 12
years of service.

The next meeting will be
Jan. 7 at 9 a.m.

White and Carroll
REMCs to merge

By Debbie Lowe
Staff writer

Carroll County REMC
members received a letter
from the board of directors
last week explaining plans to
merge with White County
REMC. Rumors of the merger
were prevalent the week be-
fore, however REMC offi-
cials refused to go on record
to confirm or deny them. The
Delphi REMC office staff
was apprized of the situation,
as was Carroll County Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-

Operation Round-Up

tion Director Daryl Smith, but
members had not been offi-
cially notified. Board presi-
dent Tom Flora said it was
necessary for the membership
to receive official notification
of the proposed action before
the news was released.
According to the letter to
membership, there has been
increasing concern about the
rising cost of fuel to generate
electricity, materials costs
and rising interest rates.
Flora, who penned the letter,
said both White County and
Carroll County REMC boards

awards grants

Comet staff report

Carroll County REMC’s
Operation Round-Up
awarded a total of $9,990 in
its latest round of grants.

Organizations receiving
grants are listed below, along
with grant amounts and a
brief description of what the
grants will be used for.

Carroll County Wabash &
Erie Canal Inc. - $1,500 for
computers to be used for
archiving artifacts and data.

Leadership Carroll County
- $750 for the purchase of
materials.

Delphi Tri-Township Vol-
unteer Fire Department -
$2,490 for the purchase of
two automated external de-
fibrillators.

Delphi Community High
School/Middle School Band
- $1,500 for the purchase of
a band equipment trailer.

Carroll County Advocates
for Literacy - $1,000 for the
Families Stepping to Success
program.

CDC Resources - $1,250
for the purchase of a new
computer for a group home.

Delphi Baseball Associa-
tion - $1,500 for the purchase
of protective screening at the
baseball field.
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voted at the November meet-
ing “to consolidate the elec-
tric cooperatives into one
unified entity.”

Flora explained informal
merger discussions led to a
contract with an independent
third-party financial expert
“to conduct a preliminary fi-
nancial forecast.” A three-day
strategic planning session
“facilitated by a well-re-
spected person in our electric
cooperative industry” became
a useful decision-making
tool.

Flora said “no employee or
director will lose their posi-
tion as a result of the pro-
posed consolidation.”

The plan calls for the Del-
phi office to remain open.
REMC hosts both EDC and
Carroll County Chamber of
Commerce offices. Neither is
expected to change locations.

Carroll County REMC Di-
rector Ron Kennedy an-
nounced his retirement for
2009.
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Obituaries
Paul J. Seymore Wilfred K. Beckner  John H. Hayes
Paul J. Seymore, 56, of Wilfred K. John Henry
Rushville, passed away at 6:20 Beckner, 93, Hayes, 64,
p-.m. Tuesday, Dec. 11,2007, at of Flora, 0 f
his residence. passed away Bringhurst,
He was born May 7, 1951, in at 3:55 a.m. died at 4:47
Big Stone Gap, Va., to Curtis Friday, Dec. a.m. Mon-
and Flora Bolden Seymore. On 14, 2007, at day, Dec. 17,
June 2, 2003, he n{arried Lu- Home Hos- 2007, at St.
cinda Dishon in Delphi. pital, :
Mr. Seymore was a U.S. Lafayette. l]\E/Il;zdaibCe ;kll
Army veteran who served in He was born Center
the Vietnam War. June 30, 1914, in Jackson ’

He had been employed at the
former Sayco in Flora as a
buffer.

Surviving are two sons, Paul
Derrick Seymore of Tennessee
and Michael Seymore of Ala-
bama; one daughter, Elizabeth
“Lucy” McKnight of Alabama;
one stepson, Erik White of
Rushville; two sisters, Helen
Keller and Evelyn Pearson,
both of Virginia; two brothers,
Rufus Seymore of Tennessee
and Hubert Seymore of Ohio;
and nine grandchildren.

Services were held Saturday
afternoon at Reinke Funeral
Home, Flora. Burial was at
Maple Lawn Cemetery, Flora.

Bobby R. Cupp

Bobby R. Cupp, 66, of rural
Cutler, passed away at 11 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 11, at St. Joseph
Hospital in Kokomo.

He was born June 23, 1941,
in Kentucky, to Harvey and
Lura Woods Cupp. He was
raised in the Christian faith. On
Jan. 16, 1994, he married Lot-
tie Carmack, in Delphi. She
preceded him in death on July
27, 1998.

Mr. Cupp was a fork truck
operator and dispatcher at
Chrysler Corp. for 44 years.

He was a graduate of West-
ern High School and served in
the Army National Guard.

He is survived by three step-
sons, Chris Carmack of Cutler,
Josh Lindsey (wife: Stacy) of
Cutler, and Felix Lindsey
(wife: Sue) of Arkansas; three
stepdaughters, Loretta Anthony
of Cutler, Dana Smith (hus-
band: Craig) of Cutler and
Veda Strate (husband: Gary) of
Vincennes; 20 grandchildren;
and 19 great-grandchildren.

Services were held Saturday
at Reinke Funeral Home,
Flora, with Pastor Alvin Grum-
bling officiating. Burial was at
Ball Hill Cemetery, Cutler.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the American Heart
Association.

Births

Cory and Melissa Koehler
Blickenstaff of Ridgefield,
Wash., are parents of a 6-
pound son, Jackson Robert,
born Nov. 22 in Vancouver,
Wash. Grandparents are Steve
and Cheryl Blickenstaff of
Delphi and Dave and Betty
Koehler of Aurora. Great-
grandparents are Betty Blick-
enstaff of Delphi and Sally
Yancey of Lafayette.

Jeff and Tricia Trent Shu-
man, 3162 W. 200 S., Flora,
are parents of a 7-pound, 10-
ounce daughter, Hallee
Nicole, born at 3:24 p.m. Dec.
11 at Lafayette Home Hospi-
tal. Grandparents are Martin
and Glenna Trent of
Bringhurst and David and Vir-
ginia Shuman of Pendleton.
Maternal great-grandmother is
Esther Koble of Flora. Pater-
nal great-grandfathers are
Herman Shuman and Lowell
Terry, both of Pendleton.

PRAYER &% CHRISTMAS

May peace, joy and contentment visil you and your flock, and
may your faith be renewed during this holy season.

Abbott

Funeral Home

Carl, Leah Abbott, Owner
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765-564-4452

Township, Carroll County, to
Frank and Lydia Eikenberry
Beckner. He graduated from
Camden High School.

Mr. Beckner farmed all of
his life. He was a member of
the Flora First Brethren
Church.

Surviving are two sisters,
Rose Pullen, with whom he
shared a residence for the last
15 years, and Donnabelle
Myer, both of Flora. Also sur-
viving are several nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death
by five brothers and three sis-
ters.

Services were held Monday
morning at Reinke Funeral
Home, Flora. Pastors Dan
Herendeen and Alvin Grum-
bling officiated. Burial was at
Maple Lawn Cemetery, Flora.

Memorial  contributions
may be made to the Flora First
Brethren Church.

Loren R. Oakley

Loren R. Oakley, 87, of
Burlington, passed away Dec.
9,2007.

He was born Jan. 26, 1920,
to the late Bert and Faye
Delon Oakley in Howard
County. He married
Donnabelle Tenbrook on Nov.
2, 1940, and she preceded
him in death.

Mr. Oakley retired from
General Motors in 1984. He
had been a farmer for a num-
ber of years as well as work-
ing in sales with TK Homes.

He was a member of the
Logansport Elks #66,
Burlington F&AM Lodge
#111 and a longtime member
of Oakland Christian Church.

Surviving are his children,
Ben Oakley (wife: Peggy) of
Russiaville, Bob Oakley
(wife: Janelle) of Burlington
and Donna Engle of Burling-

ton; six grandchildren; six
great-grandchildren; and a
sister, Beulah Butts of
Burlington.

In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by
three sisters.

No services will be held.

Memorial  contributions
may be directed to the Parkin-
son Awareness Association of
Central Indiana, 4755
Kingsway Dr., Suite 333, In-
dianapolis, IN 46205.

Leppert Mortuary, Smith
Carmel Chapel in Carmel,
was entrusted with arrange-
ments.

Lafayette. He had been a pa-
tient there for four days.

Born Nov. 3, 1943, in Mon-
roe Township, Carroll
County, he was the son of
Elmer H. and Marie Eller
Hayes. He and his wife, Ruby
L. Hayes, were married on
June 21, 2007, and she sur-
vives.

Mr. Hayes worked as an at-
tendant at Ayres Oil Company
in Flora for 27 years.

He was a member of the
Bringhurst United Methodist
Church.

A 1960 graduate of Flora
High School, he enjoyed
camping.

Surviving with his wife are
a son, Mark A. Hayes (wife:
Pamela) of Flora; three broth-
ers, Joseph G. Hayes (wife:
Susan) of Logansport, Jeffrey
M. Hayes (wife: Sandy) and
Jack L. Hayes (wife: Mary),
all of Flora; and three grand-
children, Nicholas, Emily-
Anne, and Samuel Flora.

Services will be held at
10:30 a.m. today, Wednesday,
at Baker Funeral Home,
Flora. Pastor Larry DeVos
will officiate. Burial will be
at Maple Lawn Cemetery,
Flora.

Memorials may be made to
the American Heart Associa-
tion.

Baker Funeral Home
(www.bakerfh.com) handled
arrangements.

good will and wish
you a wonderful
holiday season
filled with much
harmony and joy.

Monument
Rockfield
574-686-2532

'Nothing renews our spirit

'more than to see our friends and

ineighbors help each other each day

in big and small ways. We join you

and your family in praying for peace .

on earth this holiday season.
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From our family
to yours we
wish you a blessed
Christmas and prosperous
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