
Thirty-three Carroll FFA
members attended the 80th Na-
tional FFA Convention Oct.
24-27 in Indianapolis. They
were among 55,000 FFA mem-
bers attending.

The theme was Blue Jackets
Bright Futures.

Carroll members went to
leadership workshops, served
with the National Courtesy
Corps, attended a rodeo, and
went to numerous sessions.
They listened to keynote
speakers such as Rick Rigsby,
Henry Winkler, and Mark San-
born. They also had the chance
to go to the National Agricul-
tural Career Show and explore
opportunities in post-secondary
job training and education by
visiting nearly 1,300 booths
representing businesses, indus-
try, colleges and universities. 
Three Star Chapter

The Carroll Chapter was rec-
ognized as a Three Star FFA
Chapter by the National FFA
Organization.  This honor was
received by less than one per-
cent of all of the FFA Chapters
in the United States. It is based
on the activities that the chap-
ter participated in this past year
involving Student, Chapter and
Community development.
Dairy Team wins third

The Carroll FFA Chapter
state winning Dairy Judging
Team of Jill Griffin, Sarah
Griffin, Chandler Keown and
Malena Zook competed at the
National FFA Dairy Cattle Ca-
reer Development Event dur-
ing National Convention. The
contest is a competitive activ-
ity that tests the student’s abil-
ity to select and manage quality
dairy cattle.

Event components included
six classes of dairy cattle with
oral reasons on three classes,
linear classification of five
Holstein cows, sire selection
placing exercise, placing of
four dairy animal pedigrees,
and a dairy knowledge and
management test.

The team placed third in the
nation with all team members
receiving gold emblem ranking
performances. Team members
Malena Zook and Jill Griffin
received monetary scholarships
for their individual perform-
ances.  Malena Zook also re-

ceived the Ayrshire Breed Spe-
cialty Award and eighth high
individual overall. The team
has been invited to participate
in an international tour of Scot-
land and judging contest in the
summer of 2008. The Dairy
Team was coached by Dale
Griffin. 
American FFA Degrees

This year
two members
of the Carroll
Chapter re-
ceived their
A m e r i c a n
FFA Degrees
- Brian Grif-
fin and De-
s i r a y
Simmons.

The Ameri-
can Degree is
the highest
h o n o r
awarded by
the National
FFA to its
members. In
order to be
eligible for
this degree,
m e m b e r s
must have ac-
complished many things
throughout their FFA careers.

The requirements for the de-
gree include: having been grad-

uated from high school for one
year, maintained records on
their Supervised Agricultural
Experience Project (SAE), par-
ticipated in quality activities at
and above the Chapter level,
and also shown themselves as
leaders in the FFA organiza-
tion.  
Guckien in Proficiency top 4

S c o t t
G u c k i e n
competed in
the National
Grain Pro-
duction Pro-
ficiency area
based on his
SAE. He was
ranked in the
top four in
the nation
and was recognized as a Na-
tional Gold Emblem finalist.
As a national finalist, he re-
ceived a plaque and $500.

An SAE program is a hands-
on, planned and practical agri-
cultural activity that supports
skill development, career suc-
cess and application of specific
agricultural and academic
skills a student has learned
through instruction in agricul-
tural education.

Competitors are evaluated on
work history, record keeping,
participation in FFA activities,
and much more. As the Indiana
winner in the Grain Production
area, Guckien went through
numerous interviews at the
state level, and was involved in
more interviews at the national
level. 

Guckien gained his grain
production experience working
on a 2,000-acre grain and
1,600-head hog operation. He
gained competence in grain
testing, commodity monitor-
ing, cultivating, and equipment
calibration. He also has learned
about the financial impact of
ethanol and cellulosic fuels.

He plans to pursue a degree
in agribusiness management.

He is the son of Tom and Debra
Guckien.
Agriscience Awards

The Carroll Chapter had
eight members participate in
the National FFA AgriScience
Competition. Students demon-
strated and displayed agri-
science projects that were
extensions of their agriscience
courses, specifically centered
around agriculture.

Competitors were inter-
viewed by a panel of judges
who were interested in the
knowledge gained by the FFA
members. Carroll participants,
topics, and their placing were:
Jonathan Bush and Aaron Spe-
sard: “The Effects of Antibi-
otics on Rhizobium Bacteria of
Soybeans,” silver; Trey Over-
holser and Jordan Collins:
“Comparison of Strengths of
Hardwoods,” silver; Chad
Griffin and Ricky Burns:
“Which Animal Manure Con-
tains More Nutrients?” silver;
Alisha Turnpaugh: “Wildcat
Creek: Site Comparison for
Pollutants,” bronze; and Lau-
ren Nesbitt and Alyssa Ingram:
“Reactions of Plants Lacking
Photosynthetic Pigments,”
bronze.
Courtesy Corps

Carroll FFA members were
among 900 FFA members cho-
sen to serve on the national
Courtesy Corps, which helped
with convention logistics. The
Carroll chapter was specially
requested to help in the awards
and degrees division,  assem-
bling photos and cutline mail-
ings of proficiency winners.

Carroll members of the Cour-
tesy Corps were Malena and
Lucia Zook, Alyssa Ingram,
Lauren Nesbitt, Chad, Sarah,
and Jill Griffin, Jordan and
Jared Collins, Trey Overholser,
Jon Bush, Aaron Spesard,
Chandler Keown, Travis Mar-
tin, Kylie Wagoner, Jarvis Sim-
mons, Josh Hazel, Alisha
Turnpaugh, and Ricky Burns.
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Comet staff report
There were 23 entrants in the

pie judging contest and over 50
assorted characters who partic-
ipated in costume judging that
followed the annual chili sup-
per held at the 4-H Community
Building in Flora on Oct. 30.
Flora Lions Club sponsored the
events and activities. 

Grand prize winner in the pie
judging contest was Dr. Alvan
Eller for his Stafford’’s Dutch
apple pie.  In the double crust
category, first place went to
Jerry Reinke (chocolate pecan)
and Jane Ann Craft took sec-
ond place (pineapple-coconut).
In the single crust category,
first place was awarded to
Carla Mote (Japanese fruit) and
second place went to Cindy
Reinke (carmel-cream apple).

Costume judging was di-
vided into age groups with
prizes awarded to the prettiest,
scariest, and most original. All
contestants received coupons

toward a pizza purchase at the
Flora Pizza King.

The prettiest winners were:
Kalyn Randle, Natalie Martin,
Allison O’Brien, Charlotte En-
dress, Haley Wolf, Emma
Hardin, Lexi Schnarr, Hannah
Ortman, Candace Ayres, Kier-
sten Kressley, and Jeff Span-
gler,

The scariest winners were:
Clayton Shafer, Angel Villa-
grana, Heath Richardson,
Owen Wise, Lance Richard-
son, Dagan Noonkester, Aiden
Cripe, Quinton Veach, Jared
Forgey, Taylor Kressley, and
Steve Scott.

The most original winners
were:  Ashlyn Kingery, Ellie
Mae Briggs, Madison Hall,
Cason Lambert, Emma Briggs,
Malachi Sewell, Tyler Ortman,
Colton Veach, Destiny Lucas,
and the Briggs family.

All proceeds from the event
benefit the Flora Community
Senior Center.

Carroll FFA is 3-Star Chapter

Flora’s pie and costume
winners are announced

 Norris Insurance
 is  YOUR  Local 

 Independent Agent
 for Health Insurance
 Individual, Family 

 & Group Plans
 A few of the (A+ Rated) fine 
 companies we represent are

 • Pekin • Assurant Health
 • Anthem • United Healthcare 
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 Life, Dental & Vision
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  Depend on your hometown professionals

 16 E. Columbia St., Flora
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Third in the nation
Carroll FFA’s dairy team placed third in the nation at the National FFA Convention in In-
dianapolis. Individual members also received awards. The team has been invited to an in-
ternational judging contest there in the summer of 2008. Pictured l-r are Chandler Keown,
Malena Zook, FFA advisor Steve Keown, Sarah Griffin, Jill Griffin. Dairy team coach is
Dale Griffin. Photo provided

Guckien

 32st Annual
 Nut & Dried 

 Fruit Sale

 Truckloads of Nuts and Dried Fruit direct 
 from California grower. Over 200 items to 
 choose from:
 Almonds, Walnuts, Pecans, Pistachios, Dried Apricots 
 and many more. A harvest full of nuts & dried fruits for 
 your holiday cooking and snacking.

 Perfect Holiday Gifts
 Y O U l l  G O  N u t s !

 ‘

 Over 200 Items 

 To Choose From!

 Store will 
 be Open 

 Oct. 25-Dec. 1  Gift Packs & Baskets!

 Wholesale orders welcome!
 Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6 Closed Sundays  765-379-2535
 2 1/2 miles east of Rossville on SR26, then north on 200 west at sign.

 Watch for sign on SR 75, then west to 200 west.

 �   Tires - New & Used  -  All Major Brands

 �   Emergency Service–Towing

 �   Computer Alignments

 �   Brakes ,  Shocks & Struts  �   Oil Changes

 �   General Auto & Truck Repair

 �    FREE  Local Pick-up & Delivery

 Brown’s Tire Service
 Y  O U R   C  O M P LE TE  T  IR E   S  E R V IC E

 Phone 765-564-6281  – US 421 West, Delphi

 SENSENIG  FAMILY
 L AWN   AND  G ARDEN  S ERVICES

 Rodney Sensenig  2919 S 500 E
 (765) 564-0109  Bringhurst, IN 46913

  •Mowing •Trimming   •Mulching  •Mowing •Trimming  •Mulching 

 

 

•Landscaping •Clean-up •Fertilizing  •Landscaping •Clean-up •Fertilizing 

 

 

•Hardscape•Water Features •Hardscape•Water Features

  Fast & Affordable Fast & Affordable

 Fall Leaf Clean-up Fall Leaf Clean-up
 & Removal & Removal

 (Gutters Included) (Gutters Included)
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