
UESTION: Are
adopted children
more likely to be

rebellious than children
born to biological par-
ents? If so, are there any
steps I can take to pre-
vent or ease the conflict?
My husband and I are
thinking about adopting
a toddler and the question has
me worried.

DR. DOBSON: Every child is
different and adopted kids are no
exception. They come in all sorts
of packages.

Some boys and girls who were
abused or unloved prior to the
adoption will react to those painful
experiences in some way ... usually
negatively. Others, even those who
were not mistreated, will struggle
with identity problems and won-
der why their “real” mothers and
fathers didn’t want them. They
may be driven to find their bio-
logical parents during or after ado-
lescence to learn more about their
heritage and families of origin.

I must emphasize, however, that
many adopted kids do not go
through any of these personal
crises. They take root where they
are replanted and never give a
thought to the questions that
trouble some of their peers. As
with so many other behavioral is-
sues, the critical factors are the
particular temperament of the
child and how he or she is handled
by the parents.

I hope you won’t be reluctant to
adopt that child because some spe-
cial problems might — but proba-
bly won’t — develop. Every child
has his or her own particular chal-
lenges. Every child can be difficult
to raise. Every child requires all
the creative energy and talent a
parent can muster. But every child
is also worth the effort, and there
is no higher calling than to do that
job excellently.

Let me add one more thought.
I knew a man and woman who
had waited for years to adopt a
baby. When a baby girl was finally

made available to them,
they were anxious to
know if she was healthy
and of good heritage.
They asked if her biologi-
cal parents had used
drugs, how tall they were,
whether or not they had
attended college, etc.

Then, the father told me
later, he realized what he and his
wife were doing: They were ap-
proaching the adoption of this
baby much like they would have
bought a used car. They were kick-
ing the tires and testing the en-
gine. But then they thought,
“What in the world are we doing?
That little girl is a human being
with an eternal soul. We have
been given the opportunity to
mold and shape her as a child of
God, and here we are demanding
that she be a high quality prod-
uct.” They repented of their inap-
propriate attitudes and embraced
that child in love.

Adopted children, like all chil-
dren, are a blessing from God, and
we are privileged indeed to be
granted the honor of raising one
of his precious kids.

QUESTION: At what age
should discipline begin?

DR. DOBSON: There should
be no physical punishment for a
child younger than 15 to 18
months, regardless of the circum-
stances. An infant is incapable of
comprehending his or her “of-
fense” or associating it with the re-
sulting consequences.

Some parents do not agree and
will swat a baby for wiggling while
being diapered or for crying in the
midnight hours. This is a terrible
mistake. Other parents will shake
a child violently when they are
frustrated or irritated by incessant
crying. Let me warn those moth-
ers and fathers of the dangers of
that punishing response: Shaking
an infant can cause serious neu-
rological damage as the brain is
slammed against the skull. Do not
risk any kind of injury with a baby!

Especially during the first year,

a youngster needs to be held,
loved and calmed by a soothing
human voice. He should be fed
when hungry and kept clean and
dry and warm. The foundation for
emotional and physical health is
laid during this six-month period,
which should be characterized by
security, affection and warmth.
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By Jeff Tomson
As we leave our local

election season and
enter into a presidential
election year, one you
might expect to read
about one of many po-
litical problems that I
feel is addressed by
scripture. You might
expect to read about a
“good” candidate or maybe
my dissertation about the sep-
aration of Church and State.
Instead, I want to use what I
was taught in school about the
election process as a backdrop
for a discussion of our spiritual
lives.
Let’s think about what hap-

pens at the end of an election -
someone wins and someone
loses - a job is gained or lost, -
and one group celebrates while
another mourns. Ultimately
something changes. Someone
can say, “See, we told you.”
While another group cries
“Foul!” I was taught that
every election was an opportu-
nity for revolution, and that
the process kept our nation
safe from many full blown
civil wars because it always
offered the hope that change is
just one election away.
We know that sometimes

revolutionary change occurs,
but more often than not even if
a political change occurs it just
seems like the world continued
on in spite of the change that
took place. However, instead
of having a revolt we simply
turn our eyes and our hope to
the next election. You see, the
process maintains the hope for
change and with that hope it
diffuses some of the frustra-
tion that we feel thus causing
us to wait till next time. The
urgency is gone.

That is the way it is
with many of us
Christians and as yet
non-believers. We
know that we are less
than perfect and if we
are honest we know
that we need revolu-
tion in our lives;
however we can put
it off because tomor-

row is another chance for that
revolution. It is easy to simply
put things off because it is not
that urgent or pressing at this
time.
As you read this, how many

of you have been thinking
about getting back to attending
church? Have you ever said to
yourself “Someday I am going
to stop and say hi to the guy
down the street and see if I can
get to know him, maybe even
invite him to Church?” How
often have you thought about
investigating who this Jesus
guy is, but decided to sleep in
one more Sunday morning?
James 4:13-15 and I Thessa-

lonians 5:1-2 tell us that things
may be more pressing than we
think, the world may not end
today but it might end for you
or me. What are you putting
off until tomorrow? Today
could be your revolution or
you can take the chance that
you will change things tomor-
row, that is if you even see to-
morrow.

Jeff Tomson is pastor at Liv-
ing Faith Church of the
Brethren.

Lessons from the Heart

Elections/Revolutions?

Tomson

Dr. Dobson

Adoption can have varying effects on a child’s personality

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson

Q Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson and
published byTyndale House Publishers.Dr.Dob-
son is the founder and chairman of the board of
Focus on the Family, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to the preservation of the home and
Judeo-Christian values. Copyright 1997 James
Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved. International
copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God
…and be kind to one an-

other, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in Christ
forgave you. Ephesians 4:32
Pd. Adv.

ABBOTT FUNERAL HOME
421 E. Main St., Delphi

Ph. 765-564-4452
Pre-arrangement plans available

“Where Caring and Service Come First”
Carl & Leah Abbott, owners
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 MEDICAL CENTER
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 Dr. Mark A. Meyer

 Megan Rowe, CANP
 Sandy Bushman, FNP

 104 S. Howard St. • Flora • 574-967-4637

Nichols Family Farm
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Fine Furniture
32 S. Center St., Flora

574-967-3600
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Flora • Camden 
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 Main St., Cutler
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WALLMANN’S
Quality Foods

Delphi’s Full Service Grocery Store
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

123 E. Franklin St.
Phone: 765-564-3795

Quality Meat – Produce – Deli
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State Representative
Rich McClain
 1-800-382-9841

BUSH VETERINARY 
SERVICES, P.C.

2145 E. Slate Road 18
Flora, IN 46929

Phone: (574) 967-4341
Fax; (574) 967-4458

574-686-3483
 800-213-7154

 Most Insurance Accepted
 including

 Medicare & Medicaid!

115 W est M a in  S tree t • P.O . Box 53  • Cam den, Ind iana 46917

Esserman Tire  and Auto
 702 E. Columbia St., Flora

 574-967-4171

Seele
Monument Shop

St. Rd. 25, Rockfield 574-686-2532

11152 W. St. Rd. 18 • Delphi, IN 46923
(765) 564-3400 • Fax: (765) 564-4852

e-mail: horizon@ytci.com
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THE FLOWER SHOPPE I
FLORA

THE FLOWER SHOPPE II
 DELPHI

574-967-3022 • 765-564-2597

5345 North 7th Street
 Delphi, IN 46923
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Domestic • Foreign • Truck
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A PLACE YOU CAN COUNT ON
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 SERV ICE  &  PARTS  - M on.-F ri. 8 -6
 US  421W, De lph i

Hog Slat Midwest, Inc.
 200 N . Meridian Road
 P.O. Box 26, Camde n

 574-967-4145

Flora Pizza King
Dine In/Carry Out
12 E. Columbia
574-967-3212

Delphi, IN 46923

P.T.I. Machining Inc.

Allen’s
uto

& Truck Service
415 W. Columbia, Flora

574-967-4193

416 Commercial Drive
 Flora, IN 46929

 Phone (574) 967-3320
 FAX# (574) 967-3990

 1-800-622-1118

(574)
 967-
 3556

Eikenberry Service & Repair, Inc.

Over 19 Years Experience
 DDOOWWDDEENN’’SSDOWDEN’S
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Burlington, IN • 566-2527
 1-888-310-3498

Licensed & Fully Insured Rob, Brenda & Adam

AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOM-
INATIONAL: Larry Williams, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED
METHODIST: Larry DeVos, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: 206 N. Prairie Street,
Brookston. Ron Guzman, minister.
SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED
METHODIST: 4915 Ferret St., Buck
Creek. Dwight Monical, pastor. SS:
9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST
BRETHREN: 205 W. 8th St., Rev.
Dr. Peter Roussakis, pastor. SW:
10:00 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: Tim Pohlman, pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Children’s
Church: 10 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.,
Youth Groups: 6 p.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST: SS: 10:50 a.m., SW
9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAP-
TIST: Second & Main, Burnettsville.
SW: 10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN:
Sixth & Washington, Burnettsville.
John Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN: First & Main,
Burnettsville. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal In-
terpretive Center, Delphi. Eric
Haley, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST:
Dan Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers
Kevin Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30
a.m. SS: Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Kasey Schnepp, pastor, SW: 9
a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE MINISTRIES:
1/2 mile north of SR 22 on CR
1150W. Patrick Kamm, pastor. SS:
9 a.m. SW: 10:15 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN: 3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan
C. Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m.
SS: 10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30
p.m., Bible study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTE-
RIAN: Highway 29 in Deer Creek.
SW: 10:30 a.m. SS: 9:15 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH:
315 E. Main St, Delphi. Andrew
Paris, minister. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS:
10:45 a.m. Wed. Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST:
405 Cottage Street, Delphi. Sun-
day Bible study: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 & 5 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m.
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
GOD: 321 W. Main Street, Delphi.
Rev.Virgil Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor.
Thurs. night Bible Study:
7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45 p.m., SW: 2
p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST:
Union & Monroe Streets, Delphi.
SW: 8:45 & 11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.,
Todd Ladd, pastor; Micah Hudson,
youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Rich & Carol Sche-
neck, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED
METHODIST: SR 24 & Logan
Street, Idaville. Ernie D. Elder, Jr.,
Pastor. SW: 10 a.m., SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR
29, Burlington. Steve Cole, minister.
SW: 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11
a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N,
west of Hwy. 29. Thomas J. Mc-
Shannock & Sandy Hutchens, pas-
tor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH: Hwys. 29 & 26, Middle-
fork. Jim Anderson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH:
U.S. 421 North, Tippecanoe Town-
ship. Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW:
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family
Night: 7pm
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CAMDEN: Paul Marcellino, interim-
pastor. Tue. 9:30 a.m. Women’s
study, Wed. 6:30 p.m. WW, SW:
9:30 a.m., SS: 10:45 a.m., Sun.
Youth Service 5:30 p.m. Sun. Bible
study: 7:30 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana &
Franklin Streets, Delphi. William
Glenn, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: Main &
Indiana Streets, Delphi. Rev. Louis
Sandos. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W.
Columbia Street, Flora. Interim pas-
tors. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115
N. Washington Street, Flora. Dan
Herendeen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m

FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street,
Flora. Sam Davenport, interim pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103
S. Willow St., Flora. James Franklin,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m., Wed. Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 211 S. Center St., Flora.
Charles Compton, pastor. SW: 10:15
a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Larry DeVos,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTH-
ERN BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill
Godbey, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe
Whitehead, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW:
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD:
11073 E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Mur-
phy, pastor.Mearl Hodges, asst. pas-
tor. SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., SS: 9:30
a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor. SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: Meets at
the Freedom Center in Delphi.Stan
Williams, pastor. SS: 11 a.m., SW:
9:30 a.m. contact (765) 589-3771
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible
Study: 6:30 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE
of Camden. Guy Studebaker, pastor.
SW 10:15 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
MT. ZION INDEPENDENT BAP-
TIST: 102 N. Connelly Street, Del-
phi. Alfred Smith, pastor. SS: 10:15
a.m., SW: 9 a.m., & 6 p.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
& 900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor,
Don Arterburn. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1
mile E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pas-
tor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6
p.m.
PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39, Frank-
fort. Donna Enerson, pastor. SS:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Everyone
welcome.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: Pastor. Howard Hen-
drickson SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob
Cree, pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10
a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN:
SW: 9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00 a.m.;
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW 10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Floyd Smith, pastor. SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5434 W State Rd 26,
Rossville, IN. Bob McAulay, interim
pastor SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville.
Rick Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST:
St. Rd. 29, Carrollton Township.
James Lund, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter
Vanderkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi. Dale Larson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75. Dale Larson, pas-
tor. SW: 8:30 a.m.. SS: Same as
Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: 869 N.
90 E., Burrows, Greg Britt, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m. (574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Dave Inskeep, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

DIRECTORY OF
AREA CHURCHES

SS=Sunday School SW=Sunday Worship

Registration open for
farmland tax appeal school
Comet staff report

“How To Successfully Ap-
peal Your Property Tax As-
sessment,” an educational
program designed for owners
of farmland and other work-
ing lands, will be presented
by Indiana Farm Bureau and
the Indiana Ag Law Founda-
tion (IALF) on Nov. 20.
The program will be held

in Indianapolis from 1 to
3:30 p.m.
The program is designed to

help landowners be prepared
in the event that they con-
sider filing an appeal.
The costs of the program

are being underwritten by the
IALF, so attendance is free.
However, because space is
limited to the first 90 people
to register prior to the dead-

line, pre-registration is re-
quired. The deadline is Nov.
14.
Among the topics to be

covered during the session
are the current assessment
process and the environment
in which assessments are
now being done; information
on procedural and eviden-
tiary (or evidence) require-
ments for assessment
appeals; tips on how to pres-
ent your case; and an exami-
nation of issues, trends and
appeals particular to ag prop-
erty.
To register or for more in-

formation, call or write
Maria Spellman at 317-692-
7840, mspellman@infarmbu-
reau.org.

Comet staff report

It’s amazing how quickly
the body can begin to heal
from smoking.
• Within the first 20 minutes
of quitting, former smokers
will experience a drop in
blood pressure, improved
circulation to hands and
feet, and a decrease in heart
rate.
• Within eight hours, carbon
monoxide and oxygen levels
in the blood balance to nor-
mal.
• Within 24 hours, the
chance of heart attack falls.
The American Cancer So-

ciety is urging millions of
smokers across the country
to give up their cigarettes

for a day and perhaps a life-
time for the 31st American
Cancer Society Great Amer-
ican Smokeout® on Nov. 15.
Great American Smokeout

is an awareness day annually
held on the third Thursday
of November when the
American Cancer Society
encourages people to stop
using tobacco products and
explore strategies for cessa-
tion. The Society has sci-
ence-based resources that
can double a smoker’s
chances of quitting for good,
including 24-hour telephone
access to support and infor-
mation at 1-800-ACS-2345,
local community-based re-
sources, trained tobacco ces-
sation specialists and more.

Quit for a day,
quit for a lifetime


