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By Dr. Peter E. Roussakis

Many of us have had eye
exams and wear contacts or tra-
ditional glasses. We do so be-
cause our vision is flawed in

some way. Few people have
perfect 20/20 vision. Not many
see exactly as they would like
without some correction.

The ancient Israelites had a
vision problem also; not merely

with their physical eyes; but
with the eyes of their minds and
hearts. They had a spiritual vi-
sion problem. One person who
was chosen by God to see
things the way God sees them
was Samuel. He was the last of
the great judges in Israel’s early
history. He also served a priest
and prophet.

God led him to the home of
Jesse of Bethlehem to select a
new king for Israel. Samuel in-
terviewed seven of the eight
sons. Each looked as though he
could lead. However, God im-
pressed upon Samuel: “Do not
consider their appearance or
their height, for I have rejected
them. The Lord does not look at
the things man looks at. Man
looks at the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looks at the
heart.” (I Sam. 16:7). Eventu-
ally the eighth son, David, was
interviewed. Samuel was
stirred in his heart and he knew
young David was God’s choice.
He may not have looked the

part initially, but his character
was Godly, and as it turned out,
he was a superior military
leader as well.

How’s your vision? Do you
see things through the lenses of
God’s word and Spirit? The
world would have us think,
make decisions, choices, and
behave in ways it promotes. Yet
we must regularly dwell upon
God’s written word, pray, and
daily surrender our wills to his,
that we may have spiritual dis-
cernment, Godly vision, to help
us think and act as God intends.

Peter Roussakis is pastor at
the Burlington First Brethren
Church.

UESTION: I
have never
spanked my 3-

year-old because I am
afraid it will teach her
to hit others and be a
violent person. Do you
think I am wrong?

DR. DOBSON: You
have asked an important ques-
tion that reflects a common
misunderstanding about child
management. First, let me em-
phasize that it is possible —
even easy — to create a violent
and aggressive child who has
observed this behavior at
home. If he is routinely beaten
by hostile, volatile parents, or
if he witnesses physical vio-
lence between angry adults, or
if he feels unloved and unap-
preciated within his family,
that child will not fail to notice
how the game is played. Thus,
corporal punishment that is
not administered according to
carefully thought-out guide-
lines is a risky thing.

Being a parent carries no
right to slap and intimidate a
child because you had a bad
day or are in a lousy mood. It
is this kind of unjust discipline
that causes some well-mean-
ing authorities to reject cor-
poral punishment as a method
of discipline.

Just because a technique is
used wrongly, however, is no
reason to reject it altogether.
Many children desperately
need this resolution to their
disobedience. In those situa-
tions when the child, aged 2
to 10, fully understands what
he is being asked to do but re-
fuses to yield to adult leader-
ship, an appropriate spanking
is the shortest and most effec-
tive route to an attitude ad-
justment. When he lowers his
head, clenches his fists and
makes it clear he is going for
broke, justice must speak
swiftly and eloquently.

Not only does this response
not create aggression in a boy
or girl, it helps them control
their impulses and live in har-
mony with various forms of
benevolent authority through-
out life. Many people disagree,
of course. I can only tell you
that there is not a single well-
designed scientific study that
confirms the hypothesis that
spanking by a loving parent
breeds violence in children. 

QUESTION: We hear a
great deal these days about
the demise of the nuclear
family. Do you think these re-
ports are exaggerated? 

DR. DOBSON: Unfortu-
nately, no. I’m convinced that

the threat we’re facing
in the area of family
breakdown is very
real. It’s a trend that
involves a huge num-
ber of people in the
United States and
around the world, and
their ranks are grow-

ing exponentially.
According to the census fig-

ures released in May 2001, the
nuclear family has continued
its downward spiral that
began in the early ‘70s. In-
deed, it is now in an unfet-
tered free fall.

Our local newspaper in Col-
orado Springs, The Gazette,
shouted the news in 72-point
type: “Nuclear Family Fading.”
The Boston Herald, in a col-
umn written by Don Feder,
carried the headline “Nuclear
Family in Meltdown.” Allan
Carlson of the Howard Center
for Family, Religion and Soci-
ety said, “We are moving to-
ward a post-family society.”

Sadly and ominously, these
assessments are true. This God-
ordained institution, which has
prevailed in almost every cul-
ture on Earth for more than
5,000 years, is unraveling right
in front of our eyes.

Here are some of the most
disturbing findings from the
report: Households headed by
unmarried partners grew by
almost 72 percent during the
past decade, most of them in-
volving people living together
out of wedlock. Households
headed by single mothers in-
creased by more than 25 per-
cent, and those led by single
fathers grew by almost 62 per-
cent.

For the first time ever, nu-
clear families dropped below
25 percent of households. A
third of all babies were born to
unmarried women (33 per-
cent), compared to only 3.8
percent in 1940. From other
studies we know that cohabi-
tation has increased by 1,000
percent since 1960. We are
also seeing a growing number
of unmarried women in their
20s and 30s who, like actress
Jodie Foster, are choosing to
bear and raise children alone.
Clearly, there is genuine cause
for alarm where the welfare of
the traditional nuclear family
is concerned. 

Dr. Dobson

Spanking is responsible discipline
for unruly children

FOCUS ON THE
FAMILY

By Dr. James Dobson

Q

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson and
published by Tyndale House Publishers. Dr. Dob-
son is the founder and chairman of the board of
Focus on the Family, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to the preservation of the home and
Judeo-Christian values. Copyright 1997 James
Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved. International
copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

Have no anxiety about any-
thing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. Philip-
pians 4:6  Pd. Adv.

Lessons from the Heart
How’s your vision?

AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOM-
INATIONAL: Larry Williams, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED
METHODIST: Larry DeVos, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: 206 N. Prairie Street,
Brookston. Ron Guzman, minister.
SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED
METHODIST: 4915 Ferret St., Buck
Creek. Dwight Monical, pastor. SS:
9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST
BRETHREN: 205 W. 8th St., Rev.
Dr. Peter Roussakis, pastor. SW:
10:00 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: Tim Pohlman, pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Children’s
Church: 10 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.,
Youth Groups: 6 p.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST: SS: 10:50 a.m., SW
9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAP-
TIST: Second & Main, Burnettsville.
SW: 10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN:
Sixth & Washington, Burnettsville.
John Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN: First & Main,
Burnettsville. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal In-
terpretive Center, Delphi. Eric
Haley, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST:
Dan Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.Sun. Nite Praise
6:02 p.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers
Kevin Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30
a.m. SS: Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Kasey Schnepp, pastor, SW: 9
a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE MINISTRIES:
1/2 mile north of SR 22 on CR
1150W. Patrick Kamm,  pastor. SS:
9 a.m. SW: 10:15 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN: 3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan
C. Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m.
SS: 10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30
p.m., Bible study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTE-
RIAN: Highway 29 in Deer Creek.
SW: 10:30 a.m. SS: 9:15 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH:
315 E. Main St, Delphi. Andrew
Paris, minister. SW: 9:30 a.m.,  SS:
10:45 a.m. Wed. Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST:
405 Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sun-
day Bible study: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 & 5 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
GOD: 321 W. Main Street, Delphi.
Rev. Virgil Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor.
Thurs. night Bible Study:
7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45 p.m., SW: 2
p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST:
Union & Monroe Streets, Delphi.
SW: 8:45 & 11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.,
Todd Ladd, pastor; Micah Hudson,
youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Rich & Carol Sche-
neck, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED
METHODIST: SR 24 & Logan
Street, Idaville. Ernie D. Elder, Jr.,
Pastor. SW: 10 a.m., SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR
29, Burlington. Steve Cole, minister.
SW: 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11
a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N,
west of Hwy. 29. Thomas J. Mc-
Shannock & Sandy Hutchens, pas-
tor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH: Hwys. 29 & 26, Middle-
fork. Jim Anderson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH:
U.S. 421 North, Tippecanoe Town-
ship. Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW:
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family
Night: 7pm
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CAMDEN: Paul Marcellino, interim-
pastor. Tue. 9:30 a.m. Women’s
study, Wed. 6:30 p.m. WW, SW:
9:30 a.m., SS: 10:45 a.m., Sun.
Youth Service 5:30 p.m. Sun. Bible
study: 7:30 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana &
Franklin Streets, Delphi. William
Glenn, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: Main &
Indiana Streets, Delphi. Rev. Louis
Sandos. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W.
Columbia Street, Flora. Interim pas-
tors. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115
N. Washington Street, Flora. Dan
Herendeen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m

FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street,
Flora. Pamela Ditson-McCall, pastor.
SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103
S. Willow St., Flora. James Franklin,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m., Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 211 S. Center St., Flora.
Charles Compton, pastor. SW: 10:15
a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Larry DeVos,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTH-
ERN BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill
Godbey, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe
Whitehead, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW:
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD:
11073 E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Murphy,
pastor. Mearl Hodges, asst. pastor.
SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., SS: 9:30 a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: Meets at
the Freedom Center in Delphi.Stan
Williams, pastor. SS: 11 a.m., SW:
9:30 a.m. contact (765) 589-3771
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible
Study: 6:30 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE
of Camden. SW 10:15 a.m., SS:
9:00 a.m.
MT. ZION INDEPENDENT BAP-
TIST: 102 N. Connelly Street, Del-
phi. Alfred Smith, pastor. SS: 10:15
a.m., SW: 9 a.m., & 6 p.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
& 900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor,
Don Arterburn. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1
mile E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pas-
tor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6
p.m.
PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39, Frank-
fort. Donna Enerson, pastor. SS:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Everyone
welcome.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: Pastor. Howard Hen-
drickson SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob
Cree, pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10
a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN:
SW: 9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00 a.m.;
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW 10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Pastor, Bob Pfiefer. SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5434 W State Rd 26,
Rossville, IN.  Bob McAulay, interim
pastor SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville.
Rick Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST:
St. Rd. 29, Carrollton Township.
James Lund, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter
Vanderkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi. Dale Larson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75. Dale Larson, pas-
tor. SW: 8:30 a.m.. SS: Same as
Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: 869 N.
90 E., Burrows, Greg Britt, pastor.
SW: 9 a.m. (574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Dave Inskeep, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

DIRECTORY OF
AREA CHURCHES

SS=Sunday School SW=Sunday Worship

 416 Commercial Drive
 Flora, IN 46929

 Phone (574) 967-3320
 FAX# (574) 967-3990

 1-800-622-1118

 Don’s 
 Pole Buildings

 Main St., Cutler
 765-268-2708

 Over 19 Years Experience
  DOWDEN’S DOWDEN’S
 H ome   I mprovements

 Burlington, IN • 566-2527
 1-888-310-3498

 Licensed & Fully Insured

 574-686-3483
 800-213-7154

 Most Insurance Accepted
 including

 Medicare & Medicaid!

 115  W est M a in  S tree t • P.O . B ox 53  • C am den, Ind iana  46917

Delphi, IN 46923

P.T.I. Machining Inc.

Brewster
Insurance Agency Inc.

Since 1928
566-3587 St. Rd. 29N, 

Burlington

 Hog Slat Midwest, Inc.
 200 N . M erid ian Road
 P.O. Box 26, Cam de n

 574-967-4145

THE FLOWER SHOPPE I
FLORA

THE FLOWER SHOPPE II
 DELPHI

574-967-3022 • 765-564-2597
 5345 North 7th Street
 Delphi, IN 46923
 765-564-6347•800-303-9439   Authorized Service Center

 Domestic • Foreign • Truck
 Full Service Auto Repair Center

THIS PAGE IS SUPPORTED BY THESE COMMUNITY MINDED BUSINESSES
RME 

INSURANCE
Flora • Camden 

 (574)
 967-
 3556

 Eikenberry Service & Repair, Inc.

 To sponsor this page 
 please call:

 Carol@1•800•293•4709
 or Fax your request to:

 1•866•769•4884

 LOY-QUINN,   INC .
 ROOFING, SIDING AND  WINDOWS

 1905  SOUTH  4 TH   STREET , S UITE  A
 L AFAYETTE , I NDIANA  47905

 765•474•4543   800•659•5144
 FAX : 765•474•3929

 INTERNET :  www.loy-quinn.com

Allen’s
uto

& Truck Service
415 W. Columbia, Flora

574-967-4193

Flora Pizza King
Dine In/Carry Out
12 E. Columbia
574-967-3212

 (574) 967-4166
 1-888-23EXCEL

 Serving Farms in Carroll & White Counties

 FARM, HOME STORE & DRIVE THRU

 CARROLL COUNTY
  MEDICAL CENTER

 “Why wait to receive your health care?”
                Dr. Mark A. Meyer

                Megan Rowe, CANP
                Sandy Bushman, FNP

                           104 S. Howard St. • Flora • 574-967-4637

 A PLACE YOU CAN COUNT ON

 C H E V R O LE T•B U IC K •P O N TIA C •G M C
 M on.-Thurs. 8 -7 , F ri. 8 -5 , S at. 8 -4

 S E R V IC E  &  PA R TS  - M on.-F ri. 8 -5
 U S  421, D eph i

EIKENBERRY
Fine Furniture
32 S. Center St., Flora

574-967-3600

ABBOTT FUNERAL HOME
421 E. Main St., Delphi

Ph. 765-564-4452
Pre-arrangement plans available

“Where Caring and Service Come First”
Carl & Leah Abbott, owners

Seele
Monument Shop

St. Rd. 25, Rockfield 574-686-2532

11152 W. St. Rd. 18 • Delphi, IN 46923
(765) 564-3400 • Fax: (765) 564-4852

e-mail: horizon@ytci.com

BUSH VETERINARY 
SERVICES, P.C.

2145 E. Slate Road 18
Flora, IN 46929

Phone: (574) 967-4341
Fax; (574) 967-4458

 State Representative
 Rich McClain
 1-800-382-9841

Nichols Family Farm
Steve, Chere, Charlie, 

Brandi & Woody

WALLMANN’S
Quality Foods

Delphi’s Full Service Grocery Store
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

123 E. Franklin St.
Phone: 765-564-3795

Quality Meat – Produce – Deli

Clergy Renewal Program
to start its 10th year
Comet staff report

Lilly Endowment Inc. has
announced that its Indiana
Clergy Renewal Program will
continue for its 10th year. So
far, more than 280 Indiana
congregations have received
grants that have enabled them
to send their ministers far and
wide on voyages of renewal
and refreshment. The congre-
gations, too, through their own
programs and plans during the
sabbaticals often experience
renewed energy and purpose.

Through the program the
Endowment offers up to 40
grants of up to $45,000 each to
support renewal programs for
pastors of Indiana congrega-
tions. Up to $15,000 of that
amount may be used to help
the congregation fulfill pas-
toral duties during the pastor’s
absence and/or to support re-
newal activities for the con-
gregation itself.

“It can go unrecognized –
even among some members of
congregations – that good pas-
tors are usually very busy peo-
ple who perform many diverse
duties,” said Craig Dykstra,
the Endowment’s senior vice
president for religion. “Most
of them have never taken a
sabbatical. These are not
‘burned-out’ pastors but hard-
working people whose duties
have left them little time to
stop – just stop – for a while.
As one pastor told us after h is
sabbatical, ‘If you think
you’re too busy to get away,
you’re busier than you need to
be. He renewal program can

help you understand that.’”
With these grants, pastors

travel to places anywhere in
the world, explore the histori-
cal traditions of their denomi-
nations, renew family and
friendship ties, read, write,
worship and pray – whatever
helps them draw more deeply
on the sources of renewal that
give them energy and sustain
them in their ministries.

The program is open to all
Indiana congregations that
have an ordained pastor. Also,
if a pastor has benefited form
a previous clergy renewal pro-
gram grant received in or be-
fore 2002, that pastor’s current
congregation is eligible to
apply for a grant to support a
second renewal for that pastor.

Applications must be post-
marked by Jan. 29, and recipi-
ents will be notified by late
May.

An information meeting
about the program for Indiana
pastors, their spouses and con-
gregational representatives
will be held from 1 to 4 p.m.
Sept. 27 at North United
Methodist Church, 3808 N.
Meridian St., Indianapolis.
Those who want to attend
should fill out the invitation
card that accompanies the ap-
plication (available on the En-
dowment’s website) and
return it to the Endowment by
Sept. 20. Details about the
meeting or application
brochures may be found on
the Endowment’s website,
www.li l lyendowment.org,
click on Religion, or call 317-
916-7350.


