
Florence Thomas Bell will
celebrate her 100th birthday
at an open house hosted by
her family.

The event will be Aug. 11
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Deer
Creek Community Center. 

Mrs. Bell was born Aug. 12,
1907. One of six children, her
parents were Lewis and Car-
rie Thomas. She has two liv-
ing sisters, Agnes Hanson of
Kokomo and Edna Trueb of
Logansport. Three brothers
are deceased.

She spent most of her child-
hood in the Burlington area.
Her first school was a one-
room schoolhouse called
“Possum Trot.” She said they
carried water and all drank
from one cup. After attending
there for two years, she went
to the Koro school to com-

plete grade school. 
She graduated from

Burlington High School in
1925. After graduation, she
went to work for a hosiery
factory in Indianapolis, where
they made real silk hosiery.

Mrs. Bell graduated from
Indianapolis Methodist
School of Nursing in 1938.
She went to work for Logans-
port Memorial Hospital and
was head nurse for several
years. After retiring from the
hospital, she worked for Dr.
Hockhalter for a few years.

She married Charles Mc-
Dowell in 1947. He died in
1950. She then married Ansel
Bell in 1956. He died in 1980.

She was a member of the
Burlington Methodist Church
but attended the Baptist Tem-
ple in Logansport, where she
has lived most of her life.

Her hobbies have been trav-
eling, knitting, and reading
poetry (which she still en-
joys).

Her family requests no gifts,
but cards are welcome. Cards
may be sent to Florence Bell,
Woodbridge Health Campus,
602 Woodbridge Ave., Lo-
gansport, IN 46947.
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Five generations
Donald Helvie of Onward is pictured holding his great-great-grandson, Landon Knapp. Also
shown, l-r, are Landon’s grandfather, Rick Helvie of Kirklin; his great-grandfather, Nelson
Helvie of Flora; and his mother, Jennifer (Helvie) Knapp of Rossville. Photo provided

Florence Bell to be 100 Delphi Art Club
announces Art Show

Delphi Art Club will once
again present its annual art
show in the rotunda and lounge
of the Carroll County Court-
house Aug. 8-11, during Old
Settlers.
This year the club is featuring

the artwork of its newest mem-
bers - Janie Szczepanski, Carol
Wicklund, Marge Bothof, Jan
Bell, and Tracy Bookmiller.

The show will also have more
categories this year. Oil paint-
ing, acrylic painting, water-
color, photography, wood
burning, china painting, and
gourds will be exhibited, along
with some surprises.

Members are to bring their
artwork and help set up the flats
for the show on Tuesday at
8:30 a.m. All work must be
hung by 10 a.m. Wednesday in

order for the judging to be com-
pleted by noon.

The show will be judged by
Martin Gerbens. He lived in
Saipan and other countries for
some time before returning to
the U.S.  He has an M.L.I.S.
from Indiana University, an
M.F.A. from Purdue, and a
B.A. in Fine Arts from Purdue.
He recently moved back to
Delphi.

Those attending are asked to
vote for their favorite art entry.
The People’s Choice awards
will be given at the end of the
show. 

The club is open to interested
artists in and around the com-
munity. For more information
on joining, talk to one of the of-
ficers or a member of the club
during the show.


