
By Debbie Lowe
Staff writer

Tuesday, July 24, would have
been the 110th birthday of
Amelia Earhart. And at this very
minute, a team of 15 re-
searchers, mostly scientists, are
on the south sea island formerly
known as Gardner Island. They
are there to search for conclu-

sive evidence that Earhart,
along with navigator Fred Noo-
nan, survived a crash landing
and lived for a time before their
deaths. 

There are many rumors sur-
rounding the disappearance of
the female aviator who was em-
ployed at Purdue University on
the West Lafayette campus as a
counselor prior to the attempt to

fly around the world. One
rumor found on the History
channel is that Earhart did not
disappear and did not die on that
trip, but changed her identity
and lived out the remainder of
her life in New Jersey. Another
rumor involved a theory that
Amelia was on a spy mission
for the United States Govern-
ment in which it was expected
she would be captured by the
Japanese. The theory explains
the government would have to
rescue her and thereby learn
Japan’s war plans and secret lo-
cations of munitions.

The International Group for
Historic Aircraft Restoration,
TIGHAR, which includes one
member from Crawfordsville,
firmly believe they can prove
Earhart and Noonan crash-
landed on Gardner Island due to
fuel exhaustion. The island is
located 1,000 miles from Fiji
and 600 miles from Samoa Is-
land and was renamed Niku-
maroro after the disappearance.

TIGHAR researchers left Los
Angeles July 12, traveled to Fiji
and boarded a 120-foot sail boat
for the five day, 1,000 mile trek
to Nikumaroro. They arrived
there July 19.

The group plans to focus their
research primarily on two sites
on the island. One area, known
as ‘the seven site,’ is where a
campsite and partial skeleton
were found in 1940. Unfortu-
nately, the skeleton was lost
years later and has not been re-
covered. However, records of
the find are still intact. 

The other is a village site
where aircraft parts were found
on a previous expedition. The
parts are believed to be from a
portion of Earhart’s Lockheed
Electra, which was purchased
by the Purdue Research Foun-
dation in West Lafayette for the
around-the-world trip.

Three special investigations
will be carried out by the group
during the expedition. A taphon-
omy study will be performed to
determine what native crabs do
with articles, such as bone and
teeth, when they latch on to
them and scurry off. Historical
documents indicate only five
teeth were found with the skull
and mandible in 1940. That
would mean approximately 23
teeth, and perhaps four wisdom
teeth, were carried away by the
crabs. Scientists want to know
where crabs take objects so they
can more readily predict where
to find the personal effects of
Earhart and Noonan to prove
the island was their last resting
place.

A reef/tidal survey will be
conducted in another area on the
island. Using sophisticated sur-
veying equipment, information
will be collected about the reef-
flat where the Electra is be-
lieved to have landed on July 2,
1937, and three days later
washed over the reef edge. The
depth of the water around the is-
land atoll, comprised of vol-
canic rock, is approximately
10,000 feet, making search and
recovery efforts a very costly
proposition for the group.

The third investigation, the
‘arrowhead investigation’ will
focus on an area depicted in a
1938 aerial photograph of the
island showing a bare spot in
the vegetation nearly 50 feet
across that appears unnaturally
bright as if made with beach
sand. It was earlier determined
there is no flaw in the photo-
graph and it is a site that arche-
ologists believe Earhart and/or
Noonan used to signal passing
aircraft of the location of the
survivor(s).

Gary Quigg is a TIGHAR
member and one of the re-
searchers on site for this expe-
dition. Quigg is a
Crawfordsville native and grad-
uated from Ball State Univer-
sity. He was the featured
speaker at the Delphi Airport
during the recent Transportation
Festival. The Experimental Avi-
ation Association (EAA) Chap-
ter #256 hosted the event.

During the talk, Quigg ex-
plained the belief that Amelia
landed on Gardner Island comes
from radio transmissions for
three days after her disappear-
ance. He said a young Georgia
girl was monitoring her father’s
short-wave radio at the time and
journaled Earhart’s transmis-
sions for three days when they
abruptly halted. During the
transmissions, Earhart described
Noonan’s injuries from the
crash and provided the coordi-
nates for their location. Quigg
said TIGHAR researchers be-
lieve after three days on the is-
land, the Electra was swept over
the edge of the atoll into the
deep ocean.

TIGHAR Executive Director
Ric Gillespie authored “Finding
Amelia” about the search for the
missing aviators. It can be
viewed (and purchased) at the
official Web site,
www.tighar.org. The mystery of
what happened to the airplane
and flying duo will hopefully be
solved, at least in part using sci-
entific methods, by the time the
researchers leave the island in
August. Visit the Web site for a
complete account of the group’s
three previous expeditions, plus
a daily update of their current
activities on the island. 
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UESTION: My
uncle and aunt
were happily

married for nine years
before a couple of ter-
rible things happened.
First, their youngest
child drowned in a
neighborhood pool,
and then my uncle was in-
jured in an automobile acci-
dent. Instead of bringing
them together, these two
events drove them apart. How
could they have weathered the
storms? How will my fiancÈe
and I stay together through
the difficult times in our lives?

DR. DOBSON: Having
served on a large medical
school faculty for 14 years, I
watched many families go
through the kind of hardship
your relatives suffered. All too
commonly, I saw marital rela-
tionships succumb to the pres-
sures of personal crises.
Parents who produced a men-
tally retarded child, for exam-
ple, often blamed one another
for the tragedy that confronted
them. Instead of clinging to-
gether in love and reassurance,
they added to their sorrows by
attacking each other. I didn’t
condemn them for this human
failing, but I did pity them for
it. A basic ingredient was lack-
ing in their relationship which
remained unrecognized until
their world fell off its axis.
That missing component is
called ... commitment.

I heard the late Dr. Francis
Schaeffer speak to this issue
some years ago. He described
the bridges that were built in
Europe by the Romans in the
first and second centuries A.D.
They are still standing today,
despite the unreinforced brick
and mortar with which they
were made. Why haven’t they
collapsed in this modern era of
heavy trucks and equipment?
They remain intact because
they are used for nothing but
foot traffic. If an 18-wheeler
were driven across the historic
structures, they would crum-
ble in a great cloud of dust and
debris.

Marriages that lack an iron-
willed determination to hang
together are like the fragile
Roman bridges. They appear
to be secure and may indeed
remain upright ... until they
are put under heavy pressure.
That’s when the seams split
and the foundation crumbles.
It appears to me that many
young couples today are in
that precarious position. Their
relationships are constructed
of unreinforced mud, which
will not withstand the weighty
trials lying ahead. The deter-
mination to survive together is
simply not there.

It’s not only the great
tragedies of life but
also the daily frustra-
tions that wear and
tear on a marriage.
These minor irritants
when accumulated
over time may even be
more threatening to a

marriage than the catastrophic
events that crash into our
lives. And yes, there are times
in every good marriage when
a husband and wife don’t like
each other very much. There
are occasions when they feel
as though they will never be in
love again. Emotions are like
that. They flatten out occa-
sionally like an automobile tire
with a nail in the tread. Riding
on the rim is a pretty bumpy
experience for everyone on
board.

Let’s return to your specific
question. What will you do
when unexpected tornadoes
blow through your home or
when the doldrums leave your
sails sagging and silent? Will
you pack it in and go home to
Mama? Will you pout and cry
and seek ways to strike back?
Or will your commitment hold
you steady? If you want your
marriage to last a lifetime, you
must set your jaw and clench
your fists. Make up your mind
that nothing short of death
will ever be permitted to come
between the two of you. Noth-
ing!

QUESTION: What causes
attention deficit disorder?

DR. DOBSON: It is believed
to be inherited. Russell
Barkley of the Department of
Psychiatry at the SUNY Up-
state Medical University in
Syracuse, N.Y., estimates that
40 percent of ADD kids have a
parent with similar symptoms,
and 35 percent have an af-
fected sibling. If one identical
twin is affected, the chances
are between 80 and 92 percent
that his or her sibling will be
also. ADD is two to three times
as likely to be diagnosed in
boys as girls.

The cause of ADD is un-
known, but is probably asso-
ciated with subtle differences
in brain structure, its neural
pathways, its chemistry, its
blood supply or its electrical
system. As of this writing
some interesting hypotheses
are emerging, although de-
finitive conclusions can’t yet
be drawn.

Dr. Dobson

Marriage built on commitment can
weather storms of life

FOCUS ON THE
FAMILY

By Dr. James Dobson

Q

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson and
published by Tyndale House Publishers. Dr. Dob-
son is the founder and chairman of the board of
Focus on the Family, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to the preservation of the home and
Judeo-Christian values. Copyright 1997 James
Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved. International
copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

…”and you will know the
truth, and the truth will make
you free.” John 8:32 Pd. Adv.

AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOM-
INATIONAL: Larry Williams, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED
METHODIST: Larry DeVos, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: 206 N. Prairie Street,
Brookston. Ron Guzman, minister.
SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED
METHODIST: 4915 Ferret St., Buck
Creek. Dwight Monical, pastor. SS:
9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST BRETHREN:
205 W. 8th St., Rev. Dr. Peter Rous-
sakis, pastor. SW: 10:00 a.m., SS:
9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: Tim Pohlman, pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Children’s
Church: 10 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.,
Youth Groups: 6 p.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST: Rev. Chuck Rockey,
pastor. SS: 10:50 a.m., SW 9:30
a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAP-
TIST: Second & Main, Burnettsville.
SW: 10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN:
Sixth & Washington, Burnettsville.
John Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN: First & Main, Bur-
nettsville. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal In-
terpretive Center, Delphi. Eric Haley,
pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST:
Dan Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.Sun. Nite Praise
6:02 p.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers
Kevin Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m.
SS: Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Kasey Schnepp, pastor, SW: 9 a.m.,
SS: 10:20 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE MINISTRIES:
1/2 mile north of SR 22 on CR
1150W. Patrick Kamm,  pastor. SS:
9 a.m. SW: 10:15 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN: 3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan
C. Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m.
SS: 10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30
p.m., Bible study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTE-
RIAN: Highway 29 in Deer Creek.
SW: 10:30 a.m. SS: 9:15 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH:
315 E. Main St, Delphi. Andrew
Paris, minister. SW: 9:30 a.m.,  SS:
10:45 a.m. Wed. Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST:
405 Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sunday
Bible study: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 &
5 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
GOD: 321 W. Main Street, Delphi.
Rev. Virgil Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor.
Thurs. night Bible Study:
7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45 p.m., SW: 2 p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST:
Union & Monroe Streets, Delphi.
SW: 8:45 & 11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.,
Todd Ladd, pastor; Micah Hudson,
youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Rich & Carol Sche-
neck, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED
METHODIST: SR 24 & Logan
Street, Idaville. Ernie D. Elder, Jr.,
Pastor. SW: 10 a.m., SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR
29, Burlington. Steve Cole, minister.
SW: 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11
a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N,
west of Hwy. 29. Thomas J. Mc-
Shannock & Sandy Hutchens, pas-
tor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH:
Hwys. 29 & 26, Middlefork. Jim An-
derson, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH: U.S.
421 North, Tippecanoe Township.
Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW: 10
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family
Night: 7pm
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CAMDEN: Paul Marcellino, interim-
pastor. Tue. 9:30 a.m. Women’s
study, Wed. 6:30 p.m. WW, SW: 9:30
a.m., SS: 10:45 a.m., Sun. Youth
Service 5:30 p.m. Sun. Bible study:
7:30 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana &
Franklin Streets, Delphi. William
Glenn, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: Main & In-
diana Streets, Delphi. Rev. Louis
Sandos. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W.
Columbia Street, Flora. Interim pas-
tors. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan
Herendeen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m

FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street,
Flora. Pamela Ditson-McCall, pastor.
SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103
S. Willow St., Flora. James Franklin,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m., Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 211 S. Center St., Flora.
Charles Compton, pastor. SW: 10:15
a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Larry DeVos,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTH-
ERN BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill
Godbey, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe
Whitehead, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW:
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD:
11073 E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Mur-
phy, pastor. Mearl Hodges, asst. pas-
tor. SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., SS: 9:30
a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: Meets at
the Freedom Center in Delphi.Stan
Williams, pastor. SS: 11 a.m., SW:
9:30 a.m. contact (765) 589-3771
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible
Study: 6:30 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE
of Camden. SW 10:15 a.m., SS:
9:00 a.m.
MT. ZION INDEPENDENT BAP-
TIST: 102 N. Connelly Street, Del-
phi. Alfred Smith, pastor. SS: 10:15
a.m., SW: 9 a.m., & 6 p.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
& 900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor,
Don Arterburn. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1
mile E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pas-
tor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6
p.m.
PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39, Frank-
fort. Donna Enerson, pastor. SS:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Everyone
welcome.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: Pastor. Howard Hen-
drickson SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob
Cree, pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10
a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN:
SW: 9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00 a.m.;
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW 10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Pastor, Bob Pfiefer. SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5434 W State Rd 26,
Rossville, IN.  Bob McAulay, interim
pastor SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville.
Rick Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST:
St. Rd. 29, Carrollton Township.
James Lund, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter
Vanderkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi. Dale Larson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75. Dale Larson, pas-
tor. SW: 8:30 a.m.. SS: Same as
Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: meet at
Burrows Fire Department, Greg &
Michelle Britt, pastors. SW: 9 a.m.
(574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Dave Inskeep, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

DIRECTORY OF
AREA CHURCHES

SS=Sunday School SW=Sunday Worship
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Discovering what really happened to Earhart
The romanticism of the Earhart mystery


