
Camden, located in Jackson
Township, Carroll County, is
recognizing 175 years of its ex-
istence with a special two-day
celebration this weekend. What
follows below is a brief look
back at Camden’s beginning
and earlier years.

The township section was
sold in 1830 for $1,500 and 16
acres were reserved for the pur-

pose of laying out a town plat.
According to a township his-

tory book written by Otto C.
Sterling in 1916, the village re-
ceived its name from a post of-
fice located a mile west of town
in the home of John Snoe-
berger. It was customary for the
postal service to name its post
offices, and Camden was born.

Residents received mail at

Snoeberger’s “Camden” post
office for several years. The of-
fice, along with its name, were
moved to the village in 1832
once it was established with
five or six residences.

Only five buildings
existed at
the time.
One that
housed a
g r o c e r y
store stood
where the
library is lo-
cated today.
The other
b u i l d i n g s
were log
d w e l l i n g s .
Around the
same time an-
other store was
opened where
Cree Funeral
Home now
stands.

Camden was originally laid
out in a row of lots on the north
and south sides of a public road
that came to be known as Main
St. The road was often muddy
and was lined with dense brush
and undergrowth on both sides.
The first sidewalks were paths
along the road.

Early town growth was first
established westward from
present-day Water Street.

Camden Depot, formerly lo-
cated on the northwest corner
of Main and Church streets,
originally housed a passenger
train service. When the service
was discontinued, Dr. B.C.
Kerkhove purchased the build-
ing to use as a dentist’s office.

Within the town’s east corpo-
rate limits was the double log
cabin of Johnathon Martin. He
owned several lots in the town
proper. From those he donated
one and a half acres for a ceme-
tery and church.

Around 1835 a church that
doubled as a school was built
on the donated grounds at the
cemetery’s northeast corner.

First to teach there was Ms.
Nellie McDonald, a sister of
one of the early merchants.
During the Civil War the
church was re-orga-

nized, but the
building was still used as a
school for the next 20 years.

Eventually the building was
lost to a fire and a new two-

story school
was built on
a different
plot in town.
Later a third
story was
added and
used by the
I n t e r n a -
t i o n a l
Order of
Odd Fel-
lows and
for com-
m u n i t y
affairs.

Shortly
a f t e r
comple-
tion of
the Lo-
gansport, Craw-
fordsville and Southwestern
Railway, a grain warehouse
was erected at the east end of
town. Around 1871, another
warehouse was built in town.
Both were destroyed in fires,
and in 1875 the town’s grain

business was consolidated
when grain dealers Ray and
Rice purchased both interests.

A few years
after that a brick
two-story school
was erected at the
school’s present
site. In 1876 two
rooms were
added on the
west side. In
1899 the main
school building
was erected. In
1920 a gymna-
sium was
added to the
east side of
the building.

D r .
Armstrong

built a brick home
in 1865 on part of a farm he
owned extending east and north
of town. Areas south and east of
Main St. were wooded at the
time. A road tunneled under the
street led from the residence to
the woods.

When the

railroad was
built through the area in 1869,
homes and businesses began to
sprout east through town. In
1881, Dr. Armstrong donated
land for a Baptist church.

On Oct. 30, 1897, an entire

block of homes and stores was
destroyed by fire, along with a
Presbyterian church across the
street. According to resident
Nettie Windle from a Camden
history book, “The fire was
started by children playing with
matches in a nearby barn.”

Main Street was paved with
bricks in 1912. The same year
Asa Cline built a garage that
became Camden Auto Co. It
was then owned and operated
by Harold and Floyd Wyatt and
George Clem.

A livery owned by J.H. Lesh
stood on the site of Legion Hall
from the 1920s to 1962.

Renovations were again
made to the school in 1951 with
the addition of a new gym on
the east side of the old one. It
contained several classrooms, a
large shop, a band room and a
stage. At the time it was the
largest gym in the county. The
Class of 1965 was the first to
hold commencement there.

The main school building
burned while being torn down
in 1966. The present facility

was then built to
a c c o m -
m o d a t e
e l e m e n -
tary stu-
dents from
Burrows,
Rockfield
and Cam-
d e n .
T h r o u g h
consolida-
tion, junior
high and
high school
s t u d e n t s
were bussed
to Delphi.
C a m d e n ’ s

p o p u l a t i o n
once ex-
ceeded 800.

Changing times, including the
loss of passenger train service,
caused the closing of many
places of business that once
thrived in the town.
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 Camden
 a proud legacy -

 Congratulations on 
 175 years!

  Paynes Pharmacy
 53 South Center St.  967-3762  Flora, IN 46929

 “We treat you better. So you’ll feel better.”

 We applaud 
 Camden for 175 

 years as a part of 
 the Carroll County 

 community
 Florence Anne Briggs

 Briggs & Briggs Law Office
 28 S Center St., Flora IN. 46929

 574-967-4084

 A llen’s
 uto

 & Truck Service
 415 W. Columbia,   Flora

 574-967-4193

 Happy
 175 th

 Birthday

 Congratulations 
 on reaching this 
 great milestone!

 CHEVROLET • BUICK • PONTIAC • GMC
 Barry Allen-GM, Fred Fields-F&I, Larry Foddrill, Phil Ayres,

 Joe Lapinskas, Shirley Inman, Dan Brown
 Mon. thru Thur.8-7, Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-4 

 SERVICE & PARTS: Monday-Friday 8-5
 U.S. 421, West Delphi •  765-564-2113 • 800-737-2113

 MANY OTHER NEW & USED VEHICLES AVAILABLE!
 A Place You Can Count On

 Rolling along
 for 175 years...
 Congratulations Camden

 CCEDC CCEDC

 The  Carroll County 
 Economic Development
 Corporation wishes to 

 congratulate
 Camden  during their 
 175th Anniversary 

 Celebration

 175 years -
 Our hats are off
 to the Camden 
 community!
 Ayres

 True Value  Hardware
 22 W. Columbia St. Flora

 574-967-3822

 175 years!
 A reason to 
 celebrate

  16 E. Columbia St., Flora
 547-967-3110 or 800-242-0466

 Depend on your hometown professionals

 Glendon Wolfe,
 Agent www.norrisinsurance.com

Conner PrairieConner Prairie
atat Camden ParkCamden Park
Candle Making & Yarn Doll Making

Saturday, July 21.
Other Activities:

Games & Agriculture program

For information call Town Office
at 686-2121

Sponsored by Duke Energy

175175thth AnniversaryAnniversary

175th Celebration Event Schedule
Saturday, July 21

Time Event and Location
9:00 Continental Breakfast - 153 W. Main:   outside of Commu-

nity Building
9:00 Bake Sale: United Methodist Women In front of Dr. Ander-

son’s Office
9:15 Opening Music - Event Stage
10:00 - 11:00 Opening Ceremony - 153 W. Main: In front of Community

Building
9:00 - 4:00 Quilt Show - 153 W. Main: Community Building $2 entrance

fee
11:00 - 3:00 Carriage Rides by Marilyn Moore   Donations Accepted
11:00 - 4:00 Fire Equipment - 198 E. Main: Baptist Church Parking Lot;

Old Time Demonstrations - West Main Street; Antique Farm
Machines - 251 E. James St: Jackson Twp. Park;  Museum
Pieces - 183 W. Main: Camden-Jackson Twp. Library Read-
ing Room 

11:00 - 12:00 Harpist - 183 W. Main: Camden-Jackson Twp. Library Porch
11:00 - 3:00 Conner Prairie - 251 E. James St: Jackson Twp. Park   Buggy

Rides - Tour through town
12:30 - 3:00 Trolley Tours - 213 W. Main: Load at parking area of grocery

store
2:30 - 3:00 Poetry Reading - 183 W. Main: Camden-Jackson Twp. Li-

brary Garden
3:00 - 4:00 Trolley Historic Tours - 205 E. Cumberland: In front of school
11:00 - 5:00 Period Pictures - 153 W. Main: East side of Community

Building; Event Pictures - Throughout the town; Hay Rides -
Throughout the town

11:00 Cake Walk - 132 W. Main: Dr. Anderson’s parking lot (east
side)

11:00 - 5:00 Lemonade/Water - 110 E. Main: In front of Select Seed   Ket-
tle Corn - 153 W. Main: Community Building parking lot; Ice
Cream - 153 W. Main: Community Building parking lot (until
4:00); Ice Cream - 251 E. James: Jackson Twp. Park (after
4:00);   Seedless Watermelon - 120 E. Main St: In front of Se-
lect Seed;   Bottled Water - 194 E. Cumberland: School area
by bands and at park; Root Beer - 115 W. Main: Fites Mobil-
ity; Sandwiches - 132 W. Main: In front of Dr. Anderson’s Of-
fice; Pizza/Sandwiches - 416 E. Main: Pizza King (11:00am
- 11:00pm)

11:00 - 1:00 Music - My Faith Band - 194 E. Cumberland: In front of
Water Building

1:00 - 2:30 Lunch and Reception - 205 E. Cumberland: School Gym
2:30 - 5:30 Music - New Moon Grove - 194 E. Cumberland: In front of

Water Building
5:00 Park Food - 251 E. James: Jackson Twp. Park Concession

Stands
5:00 - 7:00 Dinner - Water Tower Lot   Served by All-B-Q’s
6:00 Horse Pull - 251 E. James St: Jackson Twp. Park
6:15 - 9:15 Music - Davey & the Chorus Caravan - In front of water treat-

ment building
Sunday, July 22

Time Event and Location
10:00 - 11:30 Early Morning Church Service - Camden School Gym Stage
11:00 Pizza King Opens: 416 E. Main
11:30 Bring Your Own Pinic Lunch: School and Water Tower lot
12:00 - 12:45 Stickin’ With Jesus
1:00 - 2:30 Malachi Jaggers
3:00 Tree Dedication - 194 E. Cumberland: Water Tower Lot
3:00 - 4:00 Tippecanotes, Tonsil Klackers, Sound Sensation Barbershop
4:00 Closing Ceremony: 153 W. Main: Community Building

Post office central to Camden since town’s inception

Camden Post Office 1910

Camden Depot 1900


