
By Matt Stump
Something is always miss-

ing. I have noticed that in my
life, and I am sure that many of
you can echo this sentiment.
From the car keys to a remote
control for the TV, to a dog or a

cat, there is always something
that we can’t seem to find. This
holds true for many families as
well. Moms, dads, kids alike all
seem to feel this sense of some-
thing missing.

Several years ago another

pastor and I
had the oppor-
tunity to talk
with a family
going through
a rough time,
almost to the
stage of di-
vorce, and I
will remem-
ber the dad
s a y i n g
“Something in our family is
just not there.” 

Now this was a family that
went to church on Sundays,
was upstanding in the commu-
nity, and was well liked. They
were well off financially, had a
beautiful home, nice cars, and
the kids pretty much had all
they wanted. On the outside it
seemed that the family had
everything. However, the dad
knew something was missing. 

I do not think this is uncom-
mon in our families today. A
majority of the time we have all
we really need and most of our
wants, but there is of course
something always missing. I
want you to take notice of the
divorce rate for just a second. I
know that this has been
pounded into your head over
and over again. Over 50% of
marriages will end in divorce.
Why? Many couples will tell
you that something just wasn’t
there. 

We forget. Sunday mornings
are simply not enough to keep
a family together anymore. I
am sure that many of you read-
ing this article go to church.
Hopefully, there are some of
you who do not go to church,
that read this section of the
paper once in a while because
we are trying to reach you. In
either instance I want you to
read this next part. God, now
more then ever before, must be-
come a major part of your per-
sonal life and your family. 

Look at our culture in the
U.S. Our culture is becoming
one that prides itself on de-
structive behavior. Television
shows glorify drinking, drug
use, extra-marital affairs, and
teenage sex. Music makes it
sound as if self-destruction
through the aforementioned
items is how the world is and
it’s just what happens. Media
has become our religion in this
nation, and we worship it with
undivided attention. Because of
this fact, we make space in our
lives for this belief, and thus we
let go or drive out God.

Moms and dads no longer
take time to pray together as a
couple. Parents do not show
their kids how to pray as dinner
is once again in front of TV
tonight. Sure, Sunday morning
worship is there for some, but
what do we do after the last
song is sung and we leave?

If you are having trouble in
your family, or if you feel that
something is missing in your
own life, perhaps the first step
is to pray and get in touch with
God. Maybe that something
that has been missing has been
Someone who has been there
all along.

Matt Stump is youth minister
for the Flora-Bringhurst
United Methodist Churches.

UESTION: I find I’m
more likely to say “no” to
my children than to say

“yes,” even when I don’t feel
strongly about the permission
they are seeking. I wonder why
I automatically respond so neg-
atively.

DR. DOBSON: It is easy to fall
into the habit of saying “no” to
our kids. 

“No, you can’t go outside.”
“No, you can’t have a cookie.”
“No, you can’t use the tele-

phone.”
“No, you can’t spend the night

with a friend.”
We could have answered affir-

matively to all of these requests,
but chose almost automatically to
respond in the negative. Why?
Because we didn’t take time to
stop and think about the conse-
quences; because the activity
could cause us more work or
strain; because there could be
danger in the request; because
our children ask for a thousand
favors a day and we find it con-
venient to refuse them all.

While every child needs to be
acquainted with denial of some of
his or her more extravagant
wishes, there is also a need for
parents to consider each request
on its own merit. There are so
many necessary “nos” in life that
we should say “yes” whenever we
can.

QUESTION: Tell me why it is
inevitable for couples with good
marriages to go through “flat
spots” or “the blahs,” and can

you offer more advice about
what to do when those times
come?

DR. DOBSON: Romantic love
is an emotion, and as such, it has
a way of coming and going. Emo-
tions tend to oscillate from high
to low to high, etc. One of the
best ways to regenerate “that
lovin’ feeling” in the down times
is to talk about the times and
places when passion ran high.

Do you recall those days when
you just couldn’t wait to see each
other, and how each minute
apart seemed like an eternity?
Recalling those moments to-
gether is one way to regenerate
what you felt before.

Even better than talking about
them is re-experiencing them. My
wife and I celebrated a recent
wedding anniversary by explor-
ing what we called our “old
haunts.” On a single evening, we
went to the theater where we had
our second date; we ate at the
same restaurant for dinner. The
next week we visited the farmer’s
market where we used to stroll
on lazy summer evenings. We
talked about warm memories and
relived the excitement of those
days. It was a wonderful reprise.

Another suggestion is to re-
turn regularly to the kinds of ro-
mantic activities that drew you
together in the first place. Cou-
ples need to put some fun and
laughter into their lives, which
otherwise can get dreary and op-
pressive.

A few years ago, Shirley and I

found ourselves
in that kind of
situation where we had almost
forgotten how to play. We finally
got fed up and decided to do
something about it. We loaded
the car and headed for a winter
wonderland in the mountains.
There we spent the weekend ski-
ing, eating and laughing to-
gether. That night, we built a fire
in the fireplace and talked for
hours while our favorite music
played on the stereo. We felt like
kids again.

The next time you feel that
you’re losing that closeness you
once shared, try talking about
your memories of earlier days
and revisit the old haunts, sing
the old songs, tell the old stories.
It’s the best bet to rekindle the
sparks of romance that first drew
you together.

To keep a marriage vibrant and
healthy, you simply have to give it
some attention. Water the plant,
place it in the sunlight, and it will
grow. If you put it in a cold, dark
corner, however, it is likely to die.

With a little effort and creativ-
ity, you can keep the fireworks in
your marriage ... even when the
4th of July has come and gone.

Dr. Dobson

Parents need to reply ‘yes’ as often as they can

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson
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Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus
on the Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903; or to his Web site at www.fotf.org.
These questions and answers are excerpted
from books authored by Dr. James Dobson and
published by Tyndale House Publishers. Dr. Dob-
son is the founder and chairman of the board of
Focus on the Family, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to the preservation of the home and
Judeo-Christian values. Copyright 1997 James
Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved. International
copy secured.

Pray for our nation
to seek God

He who calls you is faithful,
and he will do it. 1st Thess.
5:24 Pd. Adv.

Lessons from the Heart
Are you looking in the wrong places?

Stump

AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOM-
INATIONAL: Vernon Stingley, pas-
tor. SW: 10 a.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED
METHODIST: Larry DeVos, pastor.
SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: 206 N. Prairie Street,
Brookston. Ron Guzman, minister.
SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED
METHODIST: 4915 Ferret St., Buck
Creek. Dwight Monical, pastor. SS:
9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST BRETHREN:
205 W. 8th St., Rev. Dr. Peter Rous-
sakis, pastor. SW: 10:00 a.m., SS:
9:00 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF
CHRIST: Tim Pohlman, pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Children’s
Church: 10 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.,
Youth Groups: 6 p.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST: Rev. Chuck Rockey,
pastor. SS: 10:50 a.m., SW 9:30
a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAP-
TIST: Second & Main, Burnettsville.
SW: 10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN:
Sixth & Washington, Burnettsville.
John Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN: First & Main, Bur-
nettsville. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
11:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL CARROLL
COUNTY: Wabash & Erie Canal In-
terpretive Center, Delphi. Eric Haley,
pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST:
Dan Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.Sun. Nite Praise
6:02 p.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers
Kevin Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m.
SS: Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Kasey Schnepp, pastor, SW: 9 a.m.,
SS: 10:20 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE MINISTRIES:
1/2 mile north of SR 22 on CR
1150W. Patrick Kamm,  pastor. SS:
9 a.m. SW: 10:15 a.m.
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRIS-
TIAN: 3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan
C. Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m.
SS: 10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30
p.m., Bible study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTE-
RIAN: Highway 29 in Deer Creek.
SW: 10:30 a.m. SS: 9:15 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH:
315 E. Main St, Delphi. Andrew
Paris, minister. SW: 9:30 a.m.,  SS:
10:45 a.m. Wed. Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST:
405 Cottage Street, Delphi.  Sunday
Bible study: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 &
5 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
GOD: 321 W. Main Street, Delphi.
Rev. Virgil Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor.
Thurs. night Bible Study:
7:30p.m.,SS: 12:45 p.m., SW: 2 p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST:
Union & Monroe Streets, Delphi.
SW: 8:45 & 11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.,
Todd Ladd, pastor; Micah Hudson,
youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Rich & Carol Sche-
neck, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED
METHODIST: SR 24 & Logan
Street, Idaville. Ernie D. Elder, Jr.,
Pastor. SW: 10 a.m., SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR
29, Burlington. Steve Cole, minister.
SW: 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11
a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N,
west of Hwy. 29. Thomas J. Mc-
Shannock & Sandy Hutchens, pas-
tor. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH:
Hwys. 29 & 26, Middlefork. Jim An-
derson, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH: U.S.
421 North, Tippecanoe Township.
Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW: 10
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family
Night: 7pm
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CAMDEN: Paul Marcellino, interim-
pastor. Tue. 9:30 a.m. Women’s
study, Wed. 6:30 p.m. WW, SW: 9:30
a.m., SS: 10:45 a.m., Sun. Youth
Service 5:30 p.m. Sun. Bible study:
7:30 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana &
Franklin Streets, Delphi. William
Glenn, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: Main & In-
diana Streets, Delphi. Rev. Louis
Sandos. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30
a.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W.
Columbia Street, Flora. Interim pas-
tors. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan
Herendeen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m

FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disci-
ples of Christ) S. Center Street,
Flora. Pamela Ditson-McCall, pastor.
SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103
S. Willow St., Flora. James Franklin,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m., Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 211 S. Center St., Flora.
Charles Compton, pastor. SW: 10:15
a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107
E. Main Street, Flora. Larry DeVos,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTH-
ERN BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill
Godbey, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
1101 Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Joe
Whitehead, pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW:
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR
700 W., Jefferson Township, Ken
Smith, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington.
Doyle Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.,
SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD:
11073 E 50 N, Idaville. Chris Mur-
phy, pastor. Mearl Hodges, asst. pas-
tor. SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., SS: 9:30
a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 9:00
a.m., SW: 10:00 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. Jeff Tom-
son, pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: Meets at
the Freedom Center in Delphi.Stan
Williams, pastor. SS: 11 a.m., SW:
9:30 a.m. contact (765) 589-3771
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINA-
TIONAL CHURCH: East of Patton.
Nord Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible
Study: 6:30 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE
of Camden. SW 10:15 a.m., SS:
9:00 a.m.
MT. ZION INDEPENDENT BAP-
TIST: 102 N. Connelly Street, Del-
phi. Alfred Smith, pastor. SS: 10:15
a.m., SW: 9 a.m., & 6 p.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11810 N
& 900 W, Monticello. Interim pastor,
Don Arterburn. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1
mile E of Delphi. Justin Wagner, pas-
tor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6
p.m.
PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST: John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m.; SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible
Study: Thurs. 6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39, Frank-
fort. Donna Enerson, pastor. SS:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. Everyone
welcome.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: Pastor. Howard Hen-
drickson SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob
Cree, pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10
a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN:
SW: 9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
16 Cason St.. Judd Dickey, pastor.
Sunday Corporate Prayer: 9:00 a.m.;
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.; SW 10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Pastor, Bob Pfiefer. SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5434 W State Rd 26,
Rossville, IN.  Bob McAulay, interim
pastor SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:20 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville.
Rick Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST:
St. Rd. 29, Carrollton Township.
James Lund, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter
Vanderkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi. Dale Larson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church
& Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2
blocks West & 1 block North of
SR218 and SR75. Dale Larson, pas-
tor. SW: 8:30 a.m.. SS: Same as
Worship.
WHIRLWIND MINISTRIES: meet at
Burrows Fire Department, Greg &
Michelle Britt, pastors. SW: 9 a.m.
(574) 652-2280
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST:
Dave Inskeep, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.

DIRECTORY OF
AREA CHURCHES

SS=Sunday School SW=Sunday Worship

Rob, Brenda & Adam

Delphi, IN 46923

P.T.I. Machining Inc.
 416 Commercial Drive
 Flora, IN 46929

 Phone (574) 967-3320
 FAX# (574) 967-3990

 1-800-622-1118

 574-686-3483
 800-213-7154

 Most Insurance Accepted
 including

 Medicare & Medicaid!

 115  W est M a in  S tree t • P.O . B ox 53  • C am den, Ind iana  46917

Flora Pizza King
Dine In/Carry Out
12 E. Columbia
574-967-3212

 (574)
 967-
 3556

 Eikenberry Service & Repair, Inc.

Allen’s
uto

& Truck Service
415 W. Columbia, Flora

574-967-4193

Nichols Family Farm
Steve, Chere, Charlie, 

Brandi & Woody

THIS PAGE IS SUPPORTED BY THESE COMMUNITY MINDED BUSINESSES

 State Representative
 Rich McClain
 1-800-382-9841

 5345 North 7th Street
 Delphi, IN 46923
 765-564-6347•800-303-9439   Authorized Service Center

 Domestic • Foreign • Truck
 Full Service Auto Repair Center

EIKENBERRY
Fine Furniture
32 S. Center St., Flora

574-967-3600

 LOY-QUINN,   INC .
 ROOFING, SIDING AND  WINDOWS

 1905  SOUTH  4 TH   STREET , S UITE  A
 L AFAYETTE , I NDIANA  47905

 765•474•4543   800•659•5144
 FAX : 765•474•3929

 INTERNET :  www.loy-quinn.com

 CARROLL COUNTY
  MEDICAL CENTER

 “Why wait to receive your health care?”
                Dr. Mark A. Meyer

                Lois Taylor RN, CANP
                Sandy Bushman, FNP
                           122 W. Columbia St. • Flora • 574-967-4637

 To sponsor this page 
 please call:

 Carol@1•800•293•4709
 or Fax your request to:

 1•866•769•4884

 Harvey Miller Excavating
 405 E. 7th Street

 Cutler, IN
 765-566-3758

 Don’s 
 Pole Buildings

 Main St., Cutler
 765-268-2708

 Hog Slat Midwest, Inc.
 200 N . M erid ian Road
 P.O. Box 26, Cam de n

 574-967-4145

 For Good Family Fun
 Hodges Canoe Trips
  on the Tippecanoe River

 765•564•6806

11152 W. St. Rd. 18 • Delphi, IN 46923
(765) 564-3400 • Fax: (765) 564-4852

e-mail: horizon@ytci.com

ABBOTT FUNERAL HOME
421 E. Main St., Delphi

Ph. 765-564-4452
Pre-arrangement plans available

“Where Caring and Service Come First”
Carl & Leah Abbott, owners

Seele
Monument Shop

St. Rd. 25, Rockfield 574-686-2532

BUSH VETERINARY 
SERVICES, P.C.

2145 E. Slate Road 18
Flora, IN 46929

Phone: (574) 967-4341
Fax; (574) 967-4458

RME 
INSURANCE

Flora • Camden 

Brewster
Insurance Agency Inc.

Since 1928
566-3587 St. Rd. 29N, 

Burlington

 Over 19 Years Experience
  DOWDEN’S DOWDEN’S
 H ome   I mprovements

 Burlington, IN • 566-2527
 1-888-310-3498

 Licensed & Fully Insured

Hickory Grove to
host missionary

Davis Zachary, missionary
to Haiti, will speak at the
morning worship service at
Hickory Grove Church on
May 6 at 10 a.m.  Zachary,
along with his two daughters
and their families, operate a
Walk-in Clinic that sees over
200 patients per day.  They
also operate a Rescue Center
that houses approximately 40
children who are cared for
until they are able to leave

the Center.
Hickory Grove Church has

supported them for several
years and is planning a trip
there in February 2008.

A carry-in dinner will follow
the service; everyone is invited
to stay and enjoy fellowship
with him.  The church is lo-
cated five miles south of
Idaville or 7 miles north of
Delphi on Carroll County
Roads 9714 N. and 700 W.

National Day of Prayer
set for May 3
Comet staff report

Churches and individuals
across America will unite in
prayer on Thursday, May 3, for
National Day of Prayer.  

The Bible verse for the day is
2 Chronicles 7:14:  “If my peo-
ple, who are called by my
name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and

turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven,
forgive their sin and heal their
land.”  

The sanctuary of Delphi
United Methodist Church, 118
North Union Street, will be
open  from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
May 3 for prayer.  The church
bell will ring each hour to call
the community to prayer.


