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Three generations of the
Bishop family have practiced
law in Flora over the last 75
years.

A . D .
B i s h o p
opened his
law office in
1931 in a
room above
the Bright
N a t i o n a l
Bank. His
son, Dick N.
B i s h o p ,
joined him in a new office on
South Center Street (present
location) in 1956. Dick N.’s
son, Dick T. Bishop, joined
the practice in 1977. Since
then, the firm has been
known as Bishop, Bishop &
Bishop.

Dick N., who marked 50
years in his profession last
year, said the Bishop law
firm goes back yet another
generation, to his grandfa-
ther, Grover Bishop. He
started the family practice in
Portland, Ind. When his son,
A.D., passed the bar and was
ready to join his father, it was
the time of the Great Depres-
sion, and there was not
enough work for both of
them in the same office.

A.D. looked for a nearby
town where he could open a
“branch” office. Dick N. said
his father chose Flora be-
cause there was no attorney
in the town at that time. A.D.
hung out his shingle the same
year that Dick N. was born.

Dick N. went to the College
of William & Mary in
Williamsburg, Va., and then
transferred after one year to
Earlham College in Rich-
mond, Ind. In 1951, while
still in college, he married his
hometown sweetheart, Jane
Thomson.

They had their own house
trailer at Earlham and moved
it to Indianapolis where Dick
attended the Indiana Univer-
sity School of Law.

“I attended night school,
and both Jane and I worked
full-time,” Dick said.

“I was librarian for the In-
dianapolis Bar Association –
a great job,” he said. “It did-
n’t pay much, but I could
study while I was there.” 

The Indianapolis Bar
started the Lawyers’ Referral
Service in 1954, and Dick N.
was its first referral officer.
He said his law firm in Flora
later received many referrals
as a result of contacts he had
made in Indianapolis.

“Law school tuition was
never more than $150 a se-
mester,” Dick N. recalls.
Today, tuition at the I.U.
School of Law in Indianapo-
lis is almost $13,000 a year,
not counting books, class ma-
terials, and additional fees.

Dick and Jane vividly re-
member what Flora was like
when they came back in
1956.

“The downtown streets
were still brick, and parking
was all angle,” Jane said. 

Dick commented that there
were more Flora businesses
then than now.  Some of the
establishments at that time
were Julius Clothing Store,
D.E. Cripe & Co., OK Barber
Shop, Dale’s Café, the Silver
Grill,  Flora Cigar Store, and
Flora Theatre and Theatre
Coffee Shop.

The Bishop law firm was
called Bishop and Bishop,
Attorneys, from 1956 to
1977.

“I got to practice with my
dad for 22 years before he
died in 1978,” Dick N. said.

Dick T. has
p r a c t i c e d
with his fa-
ther for 30
years. 

“All three
of us got our
law degrees
from the I.U.
School of
Law at Indi-
a n a p o l i s , ”
Dick N. said. His grandfather
learned the law profession by
studying with another lawyer,
which was customary at the
time.

Grover Bishop moved his
practice from Portland to
Kokomo and later became

Judge of the Howard Circuit
Court. At that time, some of
his law practice clients came
over to Flora to become
clients of A.D. Bishop.

“We still serve some fami-
lies who were originally
clients of my great-grandfa-
ther,” Dick T. said.

“Families are pretty loyal,”
Dick N. said. “We have lots
of third generation clients.”

Practicing in a small town
for 50 years, Dick N. said his
clients are friends. He has a
strong sense of community
and says it has been very sat-
isfying to do pro bono work
for community endeavors
such as the Carroll County
YMCA, Flora Apartments,

Flora Community Club, and
Carroll County at the Cross-
roads/Focus on the Future
Inc. 

Three generations of
Bishop attorneys in Flora
may be as far as it goes.
Dick T. and Melissa Bishop
have two grown sons, but
they are pursuing their own
interests, unrelated to the
law profession.

Dick N. says he isn’t con-
sidering retirement anytime
soon because he still enjoys
what he’s doing.

“I just like being here,” he
said. “I’m going to keep
coming in, as long as my
health holds up.”

Fifty years in law profession
Dick N. Bishop has practiced law in Flora for 50 years. He is
with the family law firm, Bishop, Bishop & Bishop. Comet
photo by Jennifer Archibald 
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Carroll County Farm 
Bureau Incorporated

Annual Meeting
March 13th, 2007, 6:00 p.m.

At Honan Hall
East Monroe Street, Delphi, IN

 Speakers:
Indiana Packers Corp &

Vreba-Hoff Dairy Development LLC

RSVP by March 6th
 765-564-2638

Bishop law firm serves
community for 75 years

Home Repairs at
NO COST
 too YOU!!!!

Do you need a new roof, updated 
electric, siding, windows, new furnace 
or handicap accessible rooms? 

If you are interested in finding out how 
to apply and improvements that can be 
done to your home, please join the 
Town of Camden with the assistance of 
Star Development, Inc. for a 
Homeowner Repair & Improvement 
Grant Workshop.

When:
Tuesday, March 13,2007

at 11 A.M. and 5 P.M. 

Where:
Camden Community Building 

For more information call: 
Town of Camden:

574-686-2121 
Or Star Development, Inc.:

765-478-6512 
Funding granted by Indiana Housing & 

Community Development Authority 

  BUCKEYE

INSURANCE

    GROUP

 www.norrisinsurance.com

 166 E.. Columbiaa St.,, Flora
 547-967-31100 orr 800-242-0466

 Dependd onn yourr hometownn professionals

 Glendonn Wolfe,
 Agent

We Protect Your Future
Your farm is your 
future... protect 
your investment, 
your home, your 
family and your 
peace of mind. See your Buckeye State 
Mutual agent for details.

Your Buckeye State Mutual agent

Buckeye State Mutual Inc. Co.

• Divorce & Family Law
• Wills, Trusts & Estates
 • Guardianships
• Powers of Attorney
• General Civil Matters

Attorney at Law
103 S. Howard St.
Flora, IN 46929

 574-967-4333

 Cynthia
 Harmon

Free Initial Consultation

•• SERVICESS OFFEREDD • •• SERVICESS OFFEREDD •

•• SERVICESS OFFEREDD •

•• CONSTRUCTIONN •

•• CONSTRUCTIONN ••• CONSTRUCTIONN •

•• CONSTRUCTIONN •

•• SERVICESS OFFEREDD •

Businesss && Servicee Directory
To Include Your Business, Call Carroll County Comet: (574) 967-4135

DEADLINE - For This Directory is THURSDAY NOON! PRICE: $14.75 wk. (One Month Minimum)

A.D. Bishop

Dick T. Bishop

Comet staff report

Carroll Elementary cele-
brated Read Across America
Day on March 2.

This year marked the 103rd

birthday of Dr. Seuss. Carroll
students also celebrated the
50th anniversary of the pub-
lishing of “The Cat in the
Hat.” 

Dr. Seuss was challenged by
an author friend of his to write
a story for first graders that
would be both exciting and
contain words that first
graders could read. Meeting
the challenge, Dr. Seuss wrote
“The Cat in the Hat,” with
only 236 different words in the
book.

During Carroll’s celebration,
students read Dr. Seuss books
and had a book swap where
they brought in a book of their
own and traded with another
student. They also watched Dr.
Seuss movies, sent birthday
cards via the Internet to Dr.
Seuss, and listened to a special
reading of “The Cat in the
Hat.” Teachers wore their “Cat
hats” and read aloud to stu-
dents in their classrooms.

Dr. Seuss Day at CES
Carroll Elementary kindergarten teacher Giselle Parrett is
pictured reading “The Cat in the Hat” to her class on Read
Across America Day, also known as Dr. Seuss Day. Photo pro-
vided

Students celebrate
reading, Dr. Seuss


