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Workmg through adversity

By Jennifer Archibald
Staff writer

Josh Spray is 13 and a seventh grader at
Carroll Jr.-Sr. High School. He likes sports,
video games, and hanging out with his
friends.

He also has a high tolerance for pain, goes
to physical therapy three times
a week, and gets around in a
wheelchair.

Josh has brittle bone disease,
officially called osteogenesis
imperfecta, or OI.

His parents, Don and Margie
Spray of Flora, explain that
Josh’s body produces mutated
collagen, which creates bone
weakness, and his body does
not absorb calcium like it’s supposed to.

Don knows all about OI because he also has
the disease, and so does his mother.

The Sprays didn’t know Josh had OI until
he was nine months old.

“It was Thanksgiving,” his mother recalls.
“Josh was in a baby walker. He jumped up
and when he came down, he broke both
legs.”

They took him to the hospital, but when the
medical staff saw the infant’s broken limbs,
they felt compelled to call Family Services.
Margie said one of the staff had a phone in
hand when a nurse intervened.

“She knew our family’s medical history,”
Margie said. Josh was sent to Riley Chil-
dren’s Hospital where he was diagnosed with
Ol

Since then, his parents say he has had more
than 200 broken bones, all documented.

Although each broken bone has broken
their hearts, they can talk about it matter-of-
factly because broken bones have become a
fact of life in the Spray household.

“Until two or three years ago, Josh wore a
cast eight months out of the year,” Margie
said. “Once he wore a cast for an entire year.”
She said he has had several body casts (from
his toes to his armpits).

“When he was in first grade at our old ele-
mentary school, he fell off a slide and broke
his back,” Margie said.

“Ninety percent of his breaks have been his
legs,” she said. “He has broken his arm three
or four times, has broken his back twice, and
I couldn’t begin to say how many times he’s
broken fingers and toes.”

Don, who has a mild form of the disease
compared to Josh, has had around 50 broken
bones himself. He said Josh doesn’t have to
fall to break a bone.

“Any little type of pressure on a bone can
cause it to break,” he said. Don said his
mother can sneeze and break a rib.

“If Josh does fall, there’s an 80 or 90 per-
cent chance that something’s going to break,”
Margie said.

“His last major break was last summer,”
Margie said. “He was getting down off a
stool, and got his leg twisted, and it broke.”
Braces and rods

She said Josh has worn leg braces since he
was about three years old, and has had tita-
nium rods in his legs since he was four. Two
rods extend from his hips to above his knees,
and two extend from the bottom of his knees
to his ankles.

Margie said Josh has been in a wheelchair
most of his life. This is because his legs can’t
support him, and being in a chair helps pre-
vent falls, she said. Since last September he
has been able to walk some with crutches,
around the house, but he is still in a wheel-
chair about 90 percent of the time, his mother
said.

“There is no real treatment and no real cure
(for OI),” Margie said.

Josh has therapy (in a gym and in a pool)
three times a week in Kokomo, to help
strengthen his bones. In October, he started a
new drug treatment in Indianapolis. Don said
the infusions are supposed to slow down the
body’s natural break-down of bones. The in-
fusion takes five hours. Josh will go for the

“Josh is truly an
example of work-
ing through adver-
sity to live his life
to the fullest.”

Kathy Sanders,
school nurse

treatment once every three months for three
years.

Despite Josh’s limitations, his family has
found ways to ensure that he gets to do as
many activities as possible. As a family,
they’ve gone camping, fishing, visited Dis-
ney World and Kentucky Kingdom.

Josh would like to play sports. His mother
says he keeps bringing home
permission slips, but she has to
say “no” for his own safety.
Although he has never been on
an organized team, he plays a
semblance of baseball, foot-
ball, and basketball with
friends.

“Once when he was in sixth
grade, the coach let him go in
during the last 30 seconds and
shoot a basket,” Margie said.

He also will get to play in a 3-on-3 wheel-
chair basketball tourney on March 10. The
Carroll Schools are sponsoring the tourney as
a fundraiser to benefit Josh and three other
Carroll students who are in wheelchairs.

“Kids at Carroll have been real good with
Josh,” Margie said.

She remembers the time when he was
wheeling too fast down the hall in third
grade, and he got a “speeding ticket.”

The Sprays appreciate the fundraisers that
will benefit Josh.

Margie said there are a lot of costs that
come with OI.

Expensive disease

“Braces are $6,000 a pair,” she said. “It’s
almost like outgrowing his jeans. If he has a
growth spurt or gains weight, he needs new
braces.” Usually he’ll need a couple new
pairs a year.

Margie said the rods in his legs cost
$15,000 each, or a total of $60,000. So far,
they have had to replace three of them.

A new wheelchair is $3,000, Margie said,
and crutches are $100. She said the infusions
are $1,700 each.

“Trips to the hospital can cost from $200 to
$30,000,” she said. They have learned to
splint the broken fingers and toes at home,
but when Josh’s breaks are what they call
“bad ones,” he must go to the hospital.

“I know it’s bad when you guys buy me
new video games,” Josh has told his parents.

Josh has had the same orthopedic surgeon
since he was four — Dr. Carlos R. Berrios.

“Joshua is a great patient,” said Dr. Berrios.
“He’s nice to everybody and is always smil-
ing.”

Josh’s school nurse, Kathy Sanders, also
commented on his attitude.

“I have known Josh for many years, even
before he came to Carroll,” she said. “He is a
very social and fun-loving young man. He
has a great attitude. Josh generally knows his
limitations but as a normal teenage boy, he
wants to be involved in everything that his
friends are doing. He is truly an example of
working through adversity to live his life to
the fullest.”

Dale Orem knew Josh liked football and got
him involved on his fantasy football league.

“I like Josh, “ Dale said. “He’s fun to be
around. He handles his disease extremely
well and never complains.”

The Sprays say that they try to see that Josh
leads as normal a life as possible, and also try
to see that his disease and the attention they
pay to it does not disrupt his sister’s life any
more than it has to.

“Josh is like any other kid,” Margie said.
“He gets into trouble at home sometimes, and
he tortures his sister (Shelby), but he’s a good
kid.”

Shelby, age 15, says her situation is differ-
ent from most of her friends who have
younger siblings because when she gets an-
noyed with Josh, she can’t pound on him.

Josh could be concerned about his future,
but he says he tries not to think too far ahead.
Commenting on a Thursday, he said, “I just
think about what’s happening today, tomor-
row — and maybe Saturday.”

Spray Fundraiser March 18

A Spray Fundraising Dinner,

to benefit Joshua Spray and his ment.

5:30 p.m. — First entertain-

Choirs.
Tickets are available at Flora

family, is planned for Sunday,
March 18, at Flora First Chris-
tian Church.

The schedule for the evening
is as follows:
4-5 p.m.

ing time.

- First serv-

6-7 p.m. - Second serving
time.

7:30 p.m. - Second entertain-
ment.

Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Carroll Elementary
and Carroll Jr.-Sr. High School

First Christian Church, at many
local businesses, or call 574-
967-3022.

Flora Kiwanis Club is coor-
dinating the event, assisted by
other community organizations
and businesses.

Carroll Schools to host wheelchair
BB tourney to benefit local students

Carroll Schools have four
children who depend on wheel-
chairs for their everyday mo-
bility.

To promote awareness of the
diseases affecting these stu-
dents and to raise funds to ben-
efit the students, Carroll is
hosting a 3-on-3 wheelchair
basketball tournament on
March 10. The tourney will
begin at 9 a.m. in the Carroll
Elementary gym.

Muscular dystrophy (MD)
and osteogenesis imperfecta
(brittle bone disease) are the
particular diseases affecting the
four Carroll students.

The school and community
can participate by forming

teams for the tourney or by at-
tending as spectators.

Teams will play two ten-
minute halves of wheelchair
basketball and are guaranteed
at least two games. T-shirts will
be given to all team members,
and winning teams will receive
trophies.

Wheelchairs will be provided
for those who need them.

Registration forms can be
picked up at Carroll Elemen-
tary, Carroll Jr.-Sr. High
School, and the Carroll County
Comet.

The registration form and
team entry fee must be turned
in to Carroll Elementary or
Carroll Jr.-Sr. High School by

Friday, March 2. For more in-
formation, contact Kathy
Sanders or Jenelle Gish at the
elementary.

Admission for spectators is a
free will donation.

Half of the proceeds from the
fundraiser will go to the Mus-
cular Dystrophy Association
(MDA), which helps the Car-
roll students along with many
others with MD, and the other
half will go toward the pur-
chase of a much needed wheel-
chair for one of the students.

“Community is about caring
and togetherness, and this
event will bring people to-
gether for lots of fun and for a
good cause,” Gish said.

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT

carrollcountycomet.com

Josh Spray and family cat, Butterscotch

Carroll approves
administrator raises

By Jennifer Archibald
Staff writer

Carroll School Board ap-
proved increases in administra-
tors’ salaries for 2006-2007 at
its Feb. 7 meeting.

Carroll Elementary principal
Carolyn O’Connell will receive
a 1 1/2 percent increase,
retroactive to Jan. 1, 2006, and
her contract is extended
through June 2010.

A 2 1/2 percent increase was
given to junior-senior high
school principal Charles Huck-
step and assistant principal
Fred Schnarr, and to elemen-
tary assistant principal Natalie
McQuade. Their increase is
retroactive to July 1, 2006.
Their current contracts go
through June 2008.

Superintendent John Sayer’s
salary was increased 1 1/2 per-
cent, retroactive to Jan. 1,
2006, and his contract was ex-
tended through June 2010.

The following courses will
be offered in summer school
2007: World History and Civi-
lizations (semesters 1 and 2),
biology (semester 1 only),
Summer Agriculture Experi-
ence, English, Math, and Dri-
ver’s  Education.  Sayers
announced summer school
dates as May 30 to June 26. He
said Jump Start will be July 30
to Aug. 10.

The board accepted the res-
ignation of Breann Falkenberg
as varsity volleyball coach.

The following conference re-
quests were approved:

Natalie McQuade and Kathy
Sanders will attend “How to
Help the Student With Diabetes
Succeed” conference in Indi-
anapolis. McQuade also will
attend the “Defuse and Manage
Problem Students and Con-
frontational Parents” confer-
ence March 15 in Indianapolis.

The team of Kristen Seward,
Susan Shively, Kelly Hillman,
Cindy Reinke, and Tyler
Sausaman will attend the Ca-
reer Majors Institute March 20-
21 in Indianapolis. Seward said
the Institute, as well as a
$40,000 grant that the school
will apply for, will help further
develop the school’s offerings
in three career areas - pre-engi-
neering, culinary arts/advanced
life science, and childcare.

Requests by the Flora High
School Class of 1957 and Flora
Little League to use school fa-
cilities were approved.

Revised versions of the
school’s advertising and stu-
dent fundraising policies are on
the corporation’s website. The
board plans to adopt the poli-
cies at its next meeting.

The board also will accept a
bid for high school roofing at
the next meeting.

Sayers publicly praised the
County Highway Department
for doing an excellent job of
clearing roads for the school
buses after the recent blizzard.
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O’Connell announced that
the sixth grade musical, “Let
George Do It,” will be March
6. Huckstep announced the fol-
lowing dates: Feb. 28, Battle of
the Books at DCHS; March 10,
Music Boosters Fish Fry; and
March 17, Talent Show.\
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