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The Flora
Police De-
p a r t m e n t ,
working in
conjunct ion
with the Car-
roll County
Sheriff’s Of-
fice, has com-
pleted a
month- long
burglary investigation into a
Flora burglary. The effort re-

sulted in the arrests of two in-
dividuals who, during inter-

views with
police, admit-
ted involve-
ment in the
crime.
James T.

Shelley, 25,
Flora and
Christopher
L. Robertson,
21, both of

Flora, were arrested Feb. 16
and charged with one count

each of burglary, a class C
felony. The two men are ac-
cused of gaining entry into the
Flora Mara Mart convenience
store Jan. 24, and taking
money and cigarettes. Flora
Police Chief Paul Redmon, of-
ficer Randy Larimore and Det.
Steve Mullin with the sheriff’s
office conducted the investiga-
tion.

Both crime suspects ap-
peared in Carroll Circuit Court
Feb. 19, pled not guilty and
were appointed public defend-
ers. Robertson bonded out of
the Carroll County Jail with a
$10,000 bond. Shelley remains
incarcerated.

“Through continued team
efforts involving the commu-
nity and the sheriff’s office, we
were able to successfully bring
this case to a conclusion,”
Redmon said. “We want resi-
dents and businesses to feel
confident that if they fall vic-
tim to a crime, we will exhaust
our resources to complete
these investigations. The
county and town law enforce-
ment agencies have an excel-
lent working relationship
which was evident during this
investigation.”

Omnibus hearings for both
men are scheduled for April 4
at 9 a.m.
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Recent snow storms and
power outages have Camden of-
ficials on notice that the town has
no emergency shelter.

Carroll County Emergency
Management Director Justin
Darling said that the county does
not have an emergency plan for
shelter at Camden.

At a meeting Feb. 21, Camden
Town Council discussed pur-
chasing a portable generator that
could be hooked up for power at
the community building and/or
fire station for shelter. Neither
building is currently wired for a
generator.

The town has a generator but
it is for the water tower and lift
station. 

Camden’s representative to the
Emergency Management com-
mittee, Richard Fite, will be
asked to investigate whether a
grant is available to help with the
cost of a generator.

The council also agreed to dis-
cuss the situation with the town-
ship advisory board.

Council President Pete Wag-
oner voiced his frustration with
Duke Energy concerning the re-
cent power outages. He said that
since the conversion from Cin-
ergy to Duke Energy, the power
is down longer  and communica-
tion is non-existent between the
town and the company.

Renewed efforts to improve

the appearance of the town are
underway with enforcement of
the town’s nuisance ordinance.
Twenty-nine letters were re-
cently mailed out concerning ve-
hicle violations and “we’ve had
excellent response,” said clerk-
treasurer Pat Casserly. “We’re
seeking people’s cooperation
without issuing citations.”

Casserly said her office is
keeping a ledger on correspon-
dence with these property own-
ers. Eight have already
completed action on their prop-
erty, while 16 are in progress of
getting into compliance, she
said.

The Council will give prop-
erty owners until March 13 to
meet requirements before cita-
tions will be issued and penalties
imposed.

Town marshal John Chapman
is overseeing the ordinance
crackdown. Other provisions of
the ordinance will be addressed
in the near future.

Wagoner reported on the re-
cent joint meeting held between
the council and Jackson Town-
ship Advisory Board. He said
that discussion centered on items
of mutual interest such as fire
protection, cemetery, and park.
They also discussed the school,
the town’s upcoming 175th an-
niversary celebration, SR 75 ex-
tension, and trending.

Wagoner said the meeting
proved useful and the two groups
will meet again in June.

Wagoner also said that the
town is working as a facilitator
to bring Bankcard Systems and a
local business together to pro-
vide ATM service 24 hours a
day.

Jeff Sieber reported on the
progress of the 175th anniver-
sary celebration committee. He
said they are working on enter-
tainment and a horse pull for Sat-
urday night. A donation was
received from TDS that has been
earmarked to purchase memora-
bilia to sell during the celebra-
tion.

Melissa Red Elk reported on
plans for the Fall Festival that
will be Sept. 8 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. A new contest will be Cam-
den’s Golden Star for those ages

60 and over. The contest will be
patterned after Camden’s Little
Rising Star.

Red Elk explained that the
emphasis this year will be on ac-
tivities instead of booths. She
said volunteers are needed to se-
cure donations, organize garage
sales, and distribute flyers at
other festivals.

The town will supply two sets
of port-a-potties for the event.

Wagoner congratulated Cam-
den Elementary School on
ISTEP scores. “We’re proud of
the work you are doing,” he said.

Camden Elementary teacher
Joe Brown requested street clo-
sures during the school carnival
on March 9 from 5 to 8 p.m. The
affected streets will be closed
starting at 4 p.m.

The next meeting will be
March 13 at 7 p.m.

By Debbie Lowe
Staff writer

Jose Torres, the only
person arrested and
charged with spray-
painting graffiti on sev-
eral locations in Delphi,
appeared before Carroll
Superior Court Judge
Jeffrey Smith Thursday
night.

Smith read the details of
Counts 1 through 16. Torres
said he understood the charges
against him.

Torres told the judge he was
not working and not going to

school since the graf-
fiti painting incident in
mid-January. He said
he lived with his par-
ents and he was being
home schooled. Torres
said he owned no
property or vehicles.
When asked if he
could afford legal
counsel, Torres said he

could not. Smith entered a plea
of not guilty for Torres and ap-
pointed Lafayette attorney
Steven Knecht to represent him
as a public defender.

Torres’ trial is scheduled for
March 26 at 3 p.m. 

By Debbie Lowe
Staff writer

When the extremely cold
weather hit the area approxi-
mately two weeks ago, many
Delphi residents experienced
frozen water pipes and meters.
Water department employees
worked long hours helping cus-
tomers understand the nature of
their problems. If the water
meter was frozen, they thawed
it out. Everyone was told to
stream water to prevent a re-oc-
currence.

Now the weather is warmer,
for the most part, March is just
around the corner, but residents
may still have two questions;
when should the water be
streamed in the future to pre-
vent freezing, and how much
will they be charged for the
extra water usage.

Delphi Board of Works an-
swered both questions at the
Feb. 21 evening meeting.
Board members voted to aver-
age the last three months water

usage to determine the amount
owed for February and pro-
vided guidelines for future
streaming.

The water bill just received
was already averaged because
meters could not be read to cal-
culate water usage. Therefore,
residents will be paying the
same amount for two months
before getting back on schedule
with an actual usage charge.

Water department superin-
tendent Gary Hathaway ad-
vised Delphi residents to use
common sense when deciding
to stream water or not to pre-
vent freezing. He recommends
taking action when tempera-
tures stay well below freezing
for extended periods of time.

Those with questions about
their bills are encouraged to
call clerk/treasurer Janice Roe
at (765) 564-2097. For clarifi-
cation about when to run faucet
water, call the water depart-
ment at 564-3944.

The next meeting will be
March 5 at 6:30 p.m.
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The Delphi Chapter of Tri
Kappa Sorority and the Del-
phi Community School Cor-
poration invites local artists
to exhibit their artwork at
their upcoming 2007 show.
The dates of the show are
Sunday, May 6, from 1:30-
4:30 p.m. and Monday, May
7,  through Thursday, May
10, from  8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

The committee will accept
one original work from each
local artist, provided the
piece is registered, framed
and wired for hanging.  Saw
tooth hangers are not accept-
able and cannot be used.

Each piece exhibited needs
to include the information
listed below.  Fill out the ac-
companying form and return
the entry application to the
Delphi Public Library desk

no later than April 3.
Artwork should be deliv-

ered to Delphi Community
High School on May 3 after 8
a.m. and before 3:30 p.m.

Artwork should be picked
up at DCHS on May 11 be-
fore 3 p.m.

If a piece is for sale and the
item is sold during the week,
30% of the sale price is re-
tained by the school for the
Arts In Education Enrich-
ment Residencies.

A special Purchase Award
Reception is planned for May
5, beginning at 6 p.m.  This is
an evening showing of the
exhibit with refreshments
when invited guests from the
public audience come to look
at the work displayed, with
the option to purchase any
pieces offered for sale.
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Hours: Tues. - Thurs. 8 - 5 or by appointment
574-686-4194 • 3106 E. 300 N., Camden

Ruben Brubaker - Formerly Cottrell’s Nuts & Sweets-

 Springg Feverr Sale
 ••  Nutss •• Driedd Fruit  • ••  Nutss •• Driedd Fruit  •

 ••  Premiumm Chocolates  • ••  Premiumm Chocolates  •
 ••  Yoderr Popcorn  • ••  Yoderr Popcorn  •

 Stockk upp andd savee 10%% onn entiree  Stockk upp andd savee 10%% onn entiree  
purchase** noww throughh Marchh 31 st purchase** noww throughh Marchh 31 st

 ** excludess popcorn

� Tires - New & Used  -  All Major Brands

� Emergency Service–Towing

� Computer Alignments

� Brakes, Shocks & Struts � Oil Changes

� General Auto & Truck Repair

�  FREE Local Pick-up & Delivery

Brown’s Tire Service
 Y  O U R C  O M P LE TE T  IR E S  E R V IC E

Phone 765-564-6281 – US 421 West, Delphi

Carroll County Farm 
Bureau Incorporated

Annual Meeting
March 13th, 2007, 6:00 p.m.

At Honan Hall
East Monroe Street, Delphi, IN

 Speakers:
Indiana Packers Corp &

Vreba-Hoff Dairy Development LLC

RSVP by March 6th
 765-564-2638

Homeowners • Prospective Home Buyers
• Renters • Area Visitors

Brandywine Best Western Hotel
& Conference Center

 with WLFI News Channel 18
 andd WMRS Sunny 107.7 FM

present
2007  Annual Lakes Area

HOME SHOW
Sat., March 10th 10am-5pm • Sun., March 11th 11am-4pm

• MORE THAN 24,000 SQ. FT. of exhibit space. Building contractors,
home improvement specialists, landscape designers, water systems,
home security, plumbing, heating & air conditioning, water treatments,

kitchen cabinetry, flooring, furniture, roofing, windows, guttering,
stone porducts, realtors, finance experts and more.
Sign up to win prizes valued at nearly $10,000

GRAND PRIZES are a 57” Big Screen TV from Aardvark Electronics

and a Portable Hot Tub from Royal Spa. 

• WMRS Live Broadcast both days!
For more info call 574-583-8933, or on the web at www.wmrsradio.com
Brandywine Best Western Hotel & Conference Center is located  on the 

southwest side of Monticello at 728 S. 6th St. (south of US 24)

Early bird beats the worm
A robin huddles on a frosty branch near Delphi Feb. 21,
a sign winter will soon be a memory. The migratory birds
were reportedly sighted in the area as early as January.
Among the first in line to enjoy spring’s bounty, for now
they must endure a bit more chill than they might prefer.
Sound familiar? Comet photo by Kevin Schnepp
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Jack Sanders Art Show - 2007

Artist applications available
for Delphi art show
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Board of works
decides water bills
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painter pleads
not guilty
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Sheriff’s sergeant
completes field training
Comet staff report

Sgt. Dennis Randle, 26-year
veteran with the Carroll County
Sheriff’s Office, completed a
Field Training Officer course
Feb. 16. The forty-hour course
was held at the Brownsburg Po-
lice Department and sponsored
by the Indiana chapter of the Na-
tional Association of FTOs. 

The course included topics
about identifying liability issues,
understanding performance eval-
uations, completing daily obser-

vation reports, problem solving
techniques and other field train-
ing objectives. Officers from
throughout Indiana attended.

“As a Field Training Officer,
Sgt. Randle will be responsible to
certify that new recruits are ready
to go out and work by them-
selves,” explained sheriff Tony
Burns. “We’ve never had FTOs
before. My plan is for both ser-
geants, Randle and Mark Back,
to be able to do independent eval-
uations of new road troops when
they finish training.”

Police agencies work in unison to solve Flora crime

Hoosiers encouraged
to be prepared for
severe weather
Comet staff report

The Indiana Department of
Homeland Security is encourag-
ing all Hoosiers to take advantage
of Severe Weather Preparedness
Week March 4-10 by making
sure they are ready for the possi-
bility of a weather-related disas-
ter or emergency.
results of these events.”

Individuals and households are
urged to create an Emergency
Supply Kit that will allow them to
be self-sustaining for at least three
days if necessary.  This kit should
include items like water, non-per-
ishable food, battery-powered ra-

dios, flashlights, and medications.
A Family Emergency Plan

should also be developed ahead
of time so everyone in a house-
hold will know how to respond
during a severe weather event.
This plan should address issues
such as how to contact each other
during or after an emergency and
where to meet if an evacuation is
necessary.

More information on creating
an Emergency Supply Kit and de-
veloping a Family Emergency
Plan can be found on the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security’s
preparedness Web site at
www.ready.gov.


