
New Filings
Anne E. Douglas was charged

with Count I, OWI endangering;
Count II, possession of marijuana.

James D. Payne was charged
with check deception.

Marion Wright was charged with
Count I and II, check deception.

Americo L. Gonzalez was
charged with neglect of a depend-
ent.

Jason L. Bush was charged with
invasion of privacy.

Athina L. Dulin was charged
with Count I, OWI endangering;
Count II, false or fictitious regis-
tration; and Count III, driving

while suspended.
****

In State of Indiana vs. Juana L.
Valadez, 35, Kokomo, the defen-
dant pleaded guilty to operating
while never receiving a license.
She was sentenced to 60 days, sus-
pended and a year of probation.

In State of Indiana vs. Joshua
Bosquez, 25, Marion, the defen-
dant pleaded guilty to possession of
marijuana. He was sentenced to
one year, suspended, and a year of
probation.

In State of Indiana vs. Lorenzo
Coloa, 18, Frankfort, the defendant
pleaded guilty to operating a vehi-
cle without ever receiving a license
and to failure to stop after an acci-
dent resulting in non-vehicle dam-
age. He was sentenced to eight
months, suspended and two years
probation.

I am writing in response to
Grace and Tony Woodruff’s Sept.
13 column questioning the
Boerman Carroll dairy develop-
ment. I would like to balance the
ongoing conversation so readers
can draw conclusions about
large-scale dairy farms with
information from both sides of
the debate. Close attention to the
debate is important to the future
of the region. But close attention
to the facts about large-scale
dairy farming is more important.

As is the case with all the
dairies our company develops,
the family that operates the
Boerman-Carroll farm, the
Arendsens, will live on or near it
and become part of the commu-
nity’s fabric. The Arendsens will
send their children to the local
schools, shop at the local stores
and do business with local ven-
dors. The suggestion that the
Boerman farm will be controlled
by outsiders who have less

responsibility to the community
is just plain wrong.

In recent years, many farmers
have sold their land to pursue
alternative occupations, or for
commercial or residential devel-
opment, because of unpre-
dictable crop returns and expand-
ing development from urban cen-
ters. When our company estab-
lishes a dairy, one of the first
things our farmers do is seek
cooperative working agreements
with other area farmers. Our
farmers want the peace of mind
of knowing they have a regular
supplier of feed for their herd,
just as crop farmers like the
peace of mind that comes from
knowing unpredictable grain
markets will not affect their
income. The farmers also help

each other recycle manure; its
nutrients make it a marketable
product which crop farmers like
to use as fertilizer. These cooper-
ative relationships demonstrate
the ongoing cycle of production
and consumption, the profits
from which are reinvested in the
local economy.

Some people believe large
farms have driven smaller farms
out of business. The fact is the
large farms are filling a void cre-
ated as smaller farms sell their
operations. The large farms actu-
ally strengthen the dairy infra-
structure for the remaining small
farms, creating a level of service
availability that has diminished
over the last 30–40 years.
Independent businesses that spe-
cialize in nutrient application,
heifer raising, crop harvesting
and hay making, as well as vet-
erinary care, breeding services
and equipment suppliers, all
flourish in proportion to the total
number of cows they service in a
region, not the number of farms.

Studies conducted in
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania
show that every cow generates
$13,000 of economic activity per
year. It is estimated that our
farmers spend a combined $125
million each year to purchase the
goods and services required to
operate their farms. The com-
bined property taxes our farmers
generate currently exceed $1 mil-
lion each year. In the states where
our farmers operate, the com-
bined farms employ nearly 370
people who earn in excess of $14
million. Rather than be a drain on
the community, we expect to
contribute to it significantly.

The Arendsens will draw their
drinking, cooking and bathing
water from the same aquifers that
service the farm’s operations.
Quality groundwater is essential
to our operations, because the
cows need clean, fresh water to
sustain milk production. Dairy is
one of the most regulated and
inspected industries in agricul-
ture, and as such, our farmers
must follow strict state and local
water quality regulations.
Government agencies regularly
inspect and test the water to
make sure our farmers are doing

what they’re supposed to do.
Our farmers make every possi-

ble effort to ensure their cows are
comfortable because an uncom-
fortable cow will not produce
milk. Cows are kept in spacious,
open-ended barns that have
adjustable side curtains to pro-
mote ventilation. In the summer,
overhead fans circulate the air to
keep the cows cool. Keeping
cows in these barns protects them
from weather extremes in the
heat of summer and the cold of
winter. Inside the barns, the cows
roam free in large pens, eat and
drink from a constant supply of
food and water, and rest on beds
of sand, which keep them cleaner
and drier than other forms of
livestock bedding.

Unlike some other products,
milk cannot be sold if it contains
antibiotics. In fact, all milk must
be tested before it is sold and it is
rejected if even a trace of antibi-
otics is detected. Therefore,
farmers only give cows antibi-
otics when they are ill, similar to
human use of antibiotics. When
antibiotics are administered to a
cow, that animal is taken out of
the milking rotation and separat-
ed from the rest of the herd until
it completes the course of med-
ication and returns to health.

Protecting the environment has
much more to do with proper
farm management than the num-
ber of animals on the farm.
When we begin the planning
process for one of our farms, we
do soil sampling to determine the
most appropriate location for our
manure lagoons. We look care-
fully at the types of soil on the
farm, the terrain of the fields, soil
moisture levels, and the distance
from surface waters to determine
where the lagoons will be placed.
The storage lagoons are engi-
neered and constructed to protect
against leakage to the groundwa-
ter or nearby surface water. We
exceed the construction require-
ments the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management sets
forth as its standard for manure
lagoons.

It is just as important to our
farmers to be good neighbors as
it is to be first-rate milk produc-
ers. That’s why the farms operate

to the highest environmental
standards in the states in which
they operate. I have every confi-
dence the Arendsen family will
follow suit. The success of their
business compels them to do so.

In regard to property value
concerns, one study, conducted
in 2003-2005 in Huntington
County, Indiana, examined 127
properties sold during that peri-
od. Nine of these properties were
within a two-mile radius of four
major dairy operations and these
nine properties were sold at a
20% higher price per square foot
than the other rural properties.
Additionally, the properties
located within a two-mile radius
of the dairy farms were on the
market for a shorter period of
time.

We would welcome the oppor-
tunity to show you how clean and
pleasant our dairy farms actually
are. Seeing one in person could
very well allay your fears. If you
would like to visit one of the
farms, feel free to call my office
to schedule an appointment. I can
be reached at (419) 337-5000.

Cecilia Conway,
Director of Customer Relations
Vreba-Hoff Dairy Development

Wauseon, Ohio

Hits and misses
Thank you Delphi Community Middle School cross

country team for giving back to your community. The
team often practices at the park and recently performed a
community-work project there and at the Park Annex and
along the banks of Deer Creek.

* * *
Congratulations Carroll Consolidated School

Corporation’s Guidance Department for qualifying for
the Indiana Gold Star School Counseling Award.

* * *
Shame on you, County Council and Twin Lakes

Regional Sewer District, for being impatient and in some
cases rude to attendees at your meetings.

* * *
Swell idea Delphi Tri-Township Fire Department for

hosting community-wide fire prevention activities. Keep
up the good work.

* * *
Come on, county leaders, try to put differences aside

and work together.
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We, the grandmother in the
big floppy hat and I, were each
seated on black vinyl sofas
opposite one another. We were
waiting for the same charter
bus and it was decidedly late.
Her two lanky grandsons tow-
ered over her, one on either
side. Teenage brothers, I’m just
sure of it. The boys’ mouths
were moving, but nothing dis-
cernible was coming out.

I didn’t know the trio, but I
found them interesting. She was obviously a strong
woman. They were, I’m thinking, embarrassed, intim-
idated, insecure, some combination of the three.

“Speak, so I can understand you,” she said in a loud
voice. She spoke slowly and clearly. Her mouth
formed the words in exaggerated pronouncements of
clarity.

It didn’t help. The brothers mumbled and murmured
and talked in the direction of the floor, much to the
consternation of their grandmother.

“Well, it mustn’t be important enough for me to hear
then,” she said. She looked straight over to me as if to
dare me to disagree.

But I was with her, I just wasn’t showing it.
What’s with all the mumbling?
The subject of mumbling, or enunciating, you pick,

was front stage and center this week. It came up when
advanced computer software was used to analyze a
historically significant and quite famous compound
sentence. The speaker of that sentence was none other
than Astronaut Neal Armstrong, the first man to set
foot on the moon. The sentence undergoing analysis
was one we all know. In fact, said words comprise the
first words ever spoken on the moon.

“That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for
mankind.” That’s the sentence everyone thought they
heard back in July of 1969 when Armstrong’s words
made their way back through space to earth.

The grammar experts amongst us immediately took
exception to his choice of words.

Turns out, Armstrong mumbled a bit that historic
day. He actually said, and has maintained all along that
he said:

“That’s one small step fora man, one giant leap

for mankind.”
The “a” before man, made

sense out of what he said but
was lost in space - so to speak.
And all of us earthlings would
have gotten it, if only he had
enunciated!
I’m a real fan of enunciation.
When it comes to renting a

movie, our family can usually
agree on a pick. The exception
is when someone suggests a
flick staring comedian Adam

Sandler. Given his success, I’m sure the problem is
me, not him, but honestly, I can’t understand a word
the guy says. He’s managed to make his way to the top
of the ladder without ever once enunciating a single
syllable. Sure, maybe he’s a comic genius, but one
would have to understand what he was saying to
appreciate that...right?

Mumbling, or mispronunciation can be a handy
tool for some. Politicians are known to run for cover
under the shield that their words were somehow mis-
understood. Senator George Allen of Virginia recently
used the pronunciation defense in a controversy over
his use of a racially offensive slip. I suppose since clar-
ity is not a politician’s friend, neither would be enun-
ciation.

I love hearing different accents and the different
sound of regional dialogue. But the appreciation of
these differences only goes as far as my understanding
of what’s being said. I heard a teachers’ union official
from Louisiana interviewed on the radio the other day.
While her dialect was charming, the lady routinely
dropped whole syllables from the words she used to
convey her message. A teacher spokesperson who
won’t enunciate- geepers!

Which reminds me, the next time we’re renting
movies, I’ve got new terms when the Adam Sandler
flicks are suggested. They will require a double feature
viewing with the best enunciation film of all time. It’s
the one starring our dear Professor Higgins teaching
poor Eliza Doolittle just how the English language
really works. “My Fair Lady.”

Now repeat after me: “the rain in Spain falls main-
ly on the plain.”

I think you’ve got it.

Midwest
Memo

by Alan Shultz

Enunciate!

The Comet welcomes letters to the edi-
tor responding to articles and events in the
news. They must include the author’s
name, address and telephone number.
The letter writer’s name and city/town will
appear in the paper - no exceptions.
Letters must be 400 words or less in
length. Please send your letters to: edi-
tor@carrollcountycomet.com; Letters to
the Editor, Comet, P.O. Box 26, Flora, IN
46929 or P.O. Box 179, Delphi, IN 46923;
or fax 574-967-3384 or 765-564-2010. By
submitting a letter or opinion article, the
author grants the Comet the right to pub-
lish, distribute, archive or use the work in
print, electronic, on-line or other format.

Letters to the
Editor

Superior Court judgments are
gathered from public records on
file in the Carroll County Clerk’s
office on the second floor of the
courthouse, Delphi.

K C M Y

Superior Court Judge Jeffrey Smith

Web poll
results

Each week theCometpolls its
readers on a different topic.
Vote online at carrollcounty-
comet.com starting each
Thursday, and then click the
Commentslink to send us an
email voicing your opinion.
The best responses will be
printed the following week.

Last Week’s Results:

Do you think the recent drop
in gas prices is market driven
or politically motivated?

34% Market driven
66% Politically motivated
Total responses: 44

Reader comments:
Think about it —- Katrina

oilfield catastrophe, pipeline
break/shutdown in Alaska,
undeclared war in Iraq, con-
flict ongoing in Middle East
—- all used as reasons for
continued rising fuel prices.
But election looming in Nov,
those in power extremely
worried, those in power tight-
ly connected to OIL, WAR,
MILITARISM —- just a
guess it may be tied to poli-
tics/greed/power. Only a
guess, though.

Extended duty
is nothing new

I meet with mixed emotions
how everyone is concerned
about the soldiers being extend-
ed overseas by 35 to 40 days.
There is no one more concerned
about the morale of the military
than me. I am a retired Army
officer with over 20 years in the
military. We were taught to
receive orders from our leaders
without complaint, so we did.

In 1961, we were told that all
of us stationed overseas would
have our overseas duty extended
one year by President Kennedy.
His thinking was that there was
such an outflow of gold from the
Untied States that he had a plan
to stop the flow. He figured that
everyone who had already been
overseas for a long time had
already bought all the overseas
trinkets that they wanted and had
quit spending money and would
thereby keep their money in their
pocket. I had to stay an extra
year.

I was also in Korea for
Truman’s war.

You can look this up and you
will find that I am right.

Gordon L. Stevens
Delphi

Chad O. Draper, 25, and Danielle
C. Kane, 22, both of Delphi.

Jon L. Holt, 26, and Tonya L.
Brooks, 24, both of Delphi.

Michael W. Griffis, 22, and Stacy
J. James, 25, both of Frankfort.

Blake M. Miller, 19, andAmanda
J. Gick, 18, both of Delphi.

Marriage
Licenses

Restaurant
Inspections

Smokin Dog Saloon
Routine inspection: 9/8/06
Summary of Violations: No violations
noted
Graham’s Saloon
Routine inspection: 9/8/06
Summary of Violations: 1 critical, 4
non-critical
Critical
1) The equipment and the pans had an
accumulation of soil residue. Correct
by 9/8/06.
Non-Critical
1) The hand sink in the kitchen did not
have paper towels available. Correct
by 9/8/06.
2) There was not a test kit available to
measure the sanitizing solution.
Correct by 9/10/06.
3) The hand washing sink in the
kitchen did not have hand cleanser.
Directed to correct by 9/8/06.
4) The mop was being stored in the
mop bucket (not hanging to air dry).
Correct by 9/8/06.
Brosman’s IGA
Routine inspection: 9/21/06
Summary of violations: 1 critical, 3
non-critical
Critical
1) There were some cans of formula
(Lipil Pro-Sobee) that were dated
August 2006. Correct by 9/21/06.
Non-Critical
1) The pizza case out on the floor did
not have a thermometer to measure
the air temperature. Correct by
9/22/06.
2) The refrigerator with the glass front
in the deli did not have a thermometer
to measure the air temperature.
Correct by 9/22/06.
3) There was a wet wiping cloth on a
crate in the meat cutting room not
being stored in sanitizer. Correct by
9/21/06.
Subway
Routine inspection: 9/19/06
Summary of violations: No violations
noted
The Landmark Restaurant
Routine inspection: 9/18/06
Summary of violations: 2 non-critical
1) The chest freezer in the food prep
area did not have a thermometer.
Corrected.
2) The ventilation system in the kitchen
had an accumulation of grease.
Correct by 1 week.
Solomon’s Grill
Routine inspection: 9/14/06
Summary of violations: No violations
noted
Blimpie’s
Routine inspection: 9/12/06
Summary of violations: No violations
noted
The Oakdale Inn
Routine inspection: 9/14/06
Summary of violations: 1 non-critical
1) There was a wet wiping cloth not
being stored in sanitizing solution.
Correct by 9/14/06.
Carol’s Candies
and Cookies
Routine inspection: 9/13/06
Summary of violations: No violations
noted
All-BQ’s
Routine inspection: 9/13/06
Summary of violations: No violations
noted
Pizza Hut
Routine inspection: 9/11/06
Summary of violations: 1 critical
1) There was a drink in the food prep
area without a lid. Correct by 9/11/06.
Carroll Manor
Routine inspection: 9/11/06
Summary of violations: 1 non-critical
1) There was not a thermometer in the
chest freezer. Correct by 9/13/06.

Because the public has a
right to know…

In an effort to help our
readers understand what gov-
ernment meetings are hap-
pening when and where, the
Cometwill now print upcom-
ing meetings on a weekly
basis.

Tuesday, Oct. 10
√Department of Local
Government Finance hearings
for county advertised tax rates, 8
a.m. to 3 p.m., commissioners’
meeting room, courthouse, sec-
ond floor, Delphi
√Camden Town Council: 7 p.m.,
Community Building
Wednesday, Oct. 13
√Burlington Town Council: 7
p.m., Town Hall
Thursday, Oct. 12
√Twin Lakes Regional Sewer
District: 7 p.m., White County
Gov. Building

Opinion: Responds to dairy fears

Public Notices appearing
in this issue of the Comet:

Sheriff Sale-Burlington 5B 38t3
Sheriff Sale-Pattengale 5B 38t3
Sheriff Sale-Wrightsman 5B 38t3
Sheriff Sale-Brower 5B 39t3
Notice of Suit-Merlin 5B 39t1
Clem estate 5B 39t2
Smith Name Change 5B 39t3
Sheriff Sale-Slaybaught 5B 40t3
Sheriff Sale-Richeson 5B 40t3
Sheriff Sale-Miller 5B 40t3
Town of Yeoman-Notice 5B 40t1
Alcoholic Bev Brd-Renew 6B 40t2
Summons-Nethercutt 5B 40t3
Sheriff Sale-Remaly 5B 40t3
Sheriff Sale-Flora 5B 40t3
Sheriff Sale-Smith/Kelly 5B 40t3
Sheriff Sale-Engle 5B 40t3

Questions concerning Indiana’s
Open Door and Public Access Laws
may be directed to the state’s public
access office, at 1-800-228-6013.

Web poll
Tell us starting Wednesday

at our web site,
carrollcountycomet.com

What would encourage you to
attend more county council
meetings?

Have night meetings

Have agendas posted on the
Internet 5 days prior

Nothing, I would never attend


