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Staff writer

A log cabin that had been
moved into the Flora Community
Park in 1981, but had fallen into
disrepair, has been restored.

The Flora Town Council put out
a plea last April for an organization
or group to take it over and save it,
but there were no takers.

In May, the council announced
that other options were being
explored.

Glen Dillman, who was instru-
mental in bringing the cabin to the
park, said it was his understanding
that as of last spring, the cabin was
to be improved or removed.

Then Stephen Siwinski of Flora

stepped into the scene. He is not a
native of Flora, but he took an inter-
est in the project.

“I decided to save it from the
wrecking ball,” he said.

For the past month and a half, he
has spent two or three hours a day
repairing and refurbishing the
cabin.

He did all the work himself
including chinking, window repair,
painting, shoring up the floor, re-
doing the stairway to the second
story, adding boards to the front
and back stoop, cleaning and airing
out the place, etc.

And he didn’t stop t here. He
picked up stones out of the fields
and lined them up around the foun-
dation of the house to add a natural,

decorative touch. He added flowers
and shrubs to spruce up the outside
of the cabin. And he and his wife,
Deb, built a shelf inside and
brought in some pottery, utensils
and furnishings to give the cabin a
homey look. 

He said people walking the trail
at the park took interest in the proj-
ect, watching the progress and
sometimes stopping to talk.

“They were pleased that I added
a flag pole out front,” Siwinski said.

The cabin had not been used for
several years since it had been
deemed unsafe.

Dillman, a social studies
teacher, said he and his two history
clubs had acquired the cabin from
Kenny Orem. It was sitting aban-
doned on his property, four miles
south and a mile and a half east of
Flora. Dillman has a copy of the
deed, indicating that it was built in
1834.

For several years, the history
clubs decorated the building for
Christmas, and invited visitors to
see what a log cabin looked like in
the 1850s and ‘60s. The students
studied local, state, and national
news from that time period, and
portrayed people from that era.

Dillman said he conducted
tours for school groups, and some
clubs and families used it from time
to time.

He and the students did some
repair work as needed, but then
Dillman said the task became too
great. Unsafe and in disrepair, it has
just been standing there, unattend-
ed. Until Siwinski came forward to
save it.

Since the Fourth of July holiday
is all about our history, Siwinski
said it seemed appropriate to have
an open house at the log cabin on
that day. The cabin will be open to
visitors from noon to 6 p.m. To add
to the atmosphere, a spinner will be
on hand.

So people could make a day of
it, Siwinski arranged for the Delphi
Trolley to give visitors a ride to
Adams Mill and back. The trolley
will leave from the parking lot near
the cabin at  noon and again at 1
p.m.

Visitors can top off the day by
attending an old-fashioned Gospel
Fest from 6 to 10 p.m. at the park,
and then stay for the town fire-
works.
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Flora Community Club has
secured a carnival and free enter-
tainment to help make this year’s
Carroll County 4-H Fair a true
family event.

Burton Brothers Midway
rides will be set up Fri., July 7,
through Mon., July 10, from 4 to
10 p.m. Midway specials will be
offered each night.

Tues., July 11, jugglers will
be performing a free show at 7
p.m. at the basketball courts.

The Peru Circus is coming to
town on Wed., July 12, with two
free shows provided by local

sponsors. The first 45-minute
show will be at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the second show at
7:45 p.m.

Carroll County Firefighters
will have their Smokehouse set
up both Wed. and Thurs., July
12 and 13, from 5 to 8 p.m.,
just east of the Merchants
Building.

Also on Thurs., July 13, the
National Pedal Pullers will
have a contest at the basketball
courts for ages 3 through 19.
Registration is from 5 to 6 p.m.

The Merchant’s Building
will be open beginning Friday
night. Also on Friday night,

July 7, the Little Miss & Mister
Pageant will be held in the
show arena beginning at 7 p.m.

The annual 4-H Fair Queen
Pageant will be held Saturday
evening, July 8, at 7:30 p.m. in
the show arena.

Watch next week’s Comet
for a complete listing of fair
activities.
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Rides and circus are added
attractions to fair line-up

Ready for visitors
Stephen Siwinski, who has repaired and restored the log cabin at Flora Community Park, invites
the public to an open house on July 4 from noon until 6 p.m. Comet photo by Jennifer Archibald

Restored

Little log cabin in the park

A home from the past
Since Stephen Siwinski planned to have an open house in the
restored log cabin at the park, he and his wife have made it
more inviting and representative of the time period. Comet
photo by Jennifer Archibald


