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As Indiana boaters gear up for
spring fishing and recreational
boating at Indiana state parks,
reservoirs and state forests, they are
reminded that this year, for the first
time, they will need to purchase a
lake permit before they head out on
the water. 

Boaters are no longer required to
purchase a daily launch permit at
the entrance gate or ramp each time
they enter the property. Beginning
this year they must purchase an
annual lake permit that allows them
to use any state park, reservoir or
state forest lake through the entire
year. 

The new permit - $20 for motor-
ized watercraft and $5 for non-
motorized watercraft - is now avail-
able at state parks, reservoirs and
some state forest offices, on-line at

on the DNR Web site in Mother
Nature’s Mercantile, and at the
gatehouses when they are open. 

All private watercraft including
motorboats, canoes, paddleboats,
and rowboats, using state park,
reservoir or state forest lakes must
have and display the permit.
Personal watercraft moored at
marinas, private docks, group
docks or bank ties must also have
and display the permit. 

State-owned watercraft and
state-managed boat rental conces-
sions are exempt.

Lakes on which a permit will be
required include the main bodies of
water and all fishing ponds/lakes at
Patoka Lake, Brookville Lake,
Hardy Lake, Monroe Lake,
Salamonie Lake, Mississinewa
Lake, Roush (Huntington) Lake,
Cagles Mill (Lieber) Lake, Cecil
M. Harden (Raccoon) Lake.

Also included are Worster Lake
at Potato Creek State Park, Kunkel
Lake at Ouabache State Park,
Summit Lake at Summit Lake State
Park, Versailles Lake at Versailles
State Park, Ogle and Strahl Lakes
at Brown County State Park, Lakes
Shakamak, Lenape and Kickapoo
at Shakamak State Park, all lakes at
Chain O’Lakes State Park, Spring
Mill Lake at Spring Mill State Park,
Whitewater Lake at Whitewater
State Park, Lake Lincoln and
Weber Lake at Lincoln State Park. 

Finally, also included are all
lakes at state forest properties,
including Deam Lake SRA,
Ferdinand State Forest, Starve
Hollow SRA, Harrison-Crawford
State Forest, Clark State Forest,
Greene-Sullivan State Forest,
Jackson-Washington State Forest,
Martin State Forest, Morgan-
Monroe State Forest, Owen-
Putnam State Forest, Pike State
Forest and Yellowwood State
Forest. 

Boat access ramps may be
staffed early in the season, but are
not likely to be staffed throughout
the summer. These permits are
required and Indiana conservation
officers will be watching to ensure
the permits are displayed on boats.  

Several public access sites main-
tained by the DNR’s division of
fish and wildlife do not require the
permit. Further, the permit is not
required for boating on Indiana
streams and rivers or natural lakes
such as Lake James, Lake
Wawasee and Lake Michigan.
Lakes located in state fish &
wildlife areas operated by the divi-
sion of fish and wildlife do not
require the permit nor do lakes at
national forests and U.S. fish and
wildlife refuges. 

Funds collected from the annual
lake permit, along with camping,
entrance, swimming and program
fees, are deposited in a dedicated
account to support the operation of
state parks, reservoirs and state
forests. The funds are used only in
those locations. 

“User fees like this are the way
we pay for many of the services
enjoyed by our visitors,” said State
Parks and Reservoirs Division
Director Dan Bortner. “A signifi-
cant portion - about 67 percent - of
the funding for the operations of
state parks and reservoirs comes
from these user fees. Only about 33
percent comes from general tax
dollars paid by Hoosiers. 

Boaters must be careful not to
confuse the new annual lake fee
with the Lake and River
Enhancement (LARE) Fee that is
charged when boaters register a
watercraft with the Indiana Bureau
of Motor Vehicles. The LARE fee
and the lake permit are two entirely
different programs. 

For a fact sheet about the lake
permit, visit the DNR Web site at
www.dnr.IN.gov or contact a state
park, reservoir or state forest office
near you. 

A complete listing of all recre-
ation fees for 2006 is on the Web at
h t t p : / / w w w . i n . g o v /
dnr/parklake/properties/park_rates
_fees.html.  

Camping reservations for 2006
are currently being accepted. To
reserve a campsite, cabin, recre-
ation, building or shelter, visit
www.campIN.gov or call 1-866-

Debbie Lowe
Staff writer

Development of condomini-
ums and single family resi-
dential units on the Carroll
County side of Lake Freeman
moved one step further at the
March 28 Area Plan
Commission (APC) meeting. 

APC unanimously voted to
send a favorable recommenda-
tion to county commissioners
to rezone Bridgeview
Subdivision from L1 and B1
to PUD (planned unit devel-
opment). Site construction
plans were presented by the
engineering firm of R.W.
Gross and Associates, Inc., on
behalf of the developers.

The subdivision will feature
a private boat ramp, a parking
lot and swimming pool,
according to developer Kevin
Sims. 

“The boat ramp will be
locked and will not be used by
anyone other than those in the
subdivision,” Sims stated.
Other news

APC members voted to
develop new setback limita-
tions for building construc-
tion. APC chair Bob McCain
described the action as an
interim measure to be used
before the newly established
county comprehensive plan
committee is able to complete
the task.

County zoning administra-
tor Dale Huffer was directed
to provide information con-
cerning neighboring counties’
zoning ordinances to members
for review at the next meet-
ing.

County landowner Steve
Bough announced plans to file
a lawsuit against the county.
Bough said he believed the
county acted in a fraudulent
manner in a variance decision
made in early 2003.

The next meeting will be

April 25 at 7 p.m.
Board of Zoning Appeals

Gerald and Peggy Lambert
were granted a setback vari-
ance for their property at
10527N Earl Ave. in C&C
Beach in Jefferson Township.

James Pfrommer was grant-
ed a variance from front yard
set back requirements at
11932W Lookout Dr. in
Sunset Park, also in Jefferson
Township.
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As part of National Library
Week celebrations, The Flora-
Monroe Twp. Public Library
announces that it is the newest
member of the Indiana Shared
Library Catalog (ISLC), and that
wireless access to the Internet is
now available at the library.  

ISLC is an automated resource
sharing tool for small libraries,
special libraries, and schools in
Indiana.  It is coordinated by the
Indiana Cooperative Library
Services Authority (INCOLSA).
ISLC uses the same automation
company, SirsiDynix, that the
library has used since 2000.
However, the administrative
duties are now handled by
INCOLSA rather than library
staff.  If problems occur, they are
handled off-site in less time. 

“This is a great advantage for
the Flora staff,” says director
Melissa Bishop.  “Our budget
does not allow for a staff tech
person. The people who work
here are knowledgeable comput-
er users, but we are all limited in
varying degrees when it comes
to the technical end of things.” 

INCOLSA also handles pro-
gram updates, so the library is
always using the current version.

The library’s catalog records are
now housed on a common server
with those of other member
libraries. 

“It is strange to think our com-
puterized records are now in
Atlanta (Georgia), rather than
here in Flora,” Bishop said. 

From Flora’s library catalog
(go to www.flora.lib.in.us and
click on Catalog), staff and
patrons can now search the cata-
logs of all ISLC members, or
specific libraries, for titles.  The
library staff has more control
over interlibrary loan requests
and timely delivery of materials. 
Says Bishop, “If we don’t have a
book a patron wants, nine times
out of ten another ISLC library
has it.  We can deal directly with
that library.  We can also send
requests to a regional INCOLSA
site, but the response is slower.
We get requests for our materials
from other libraries, too.”  

Ibistro is the library’s new
electronic catalog interface.
Book records often include a
picture of the book cover and
reviews, much like Amazon.com
or Barnesandnoble.com.
Patrons can see what bestsellers
the library has based on current
bestseller lists, as well as books
that have won literary awards.

There are also links to “hot”
websites, which change almost
daily.  Patrons can login, review
their own account, renew books,
and submit address changes. 

“Ibistro has been available to
SIRSI/Dynix libraries for sever-
al years, but we could not afford
it.  It is part of the ISLC package.
It is an amazing tool and we are
excited about making it avail-
able to our patrons,” Bishop
said.

The Flora library can now pro-
vide wireless access to the
Internet, thanks to a Library
Services and Technology Act
grant administered by the
Indiana State Library. People
with laptop computers equipped
with wireless cards may bring
their laptops to the library and
connect.  This is a benefit to stu-
dents home on break, travelers,
and program presenters.  Anyone
who travels with a wireless lap-
top for business, educational, or
personal purposes will have reli-
able service in the library.  As
funds become available, the
library plans to build a collection
of wireless laptops to be used for
a variety of classes in the Richter
Program Room, and to expand
the existing wired technology
center for patron use.

Flora library offers wireless access

Carroll County’s newly
formed Chamber of Commerce
will host a kick-off reception
Thursday evening from 5 to 7 at
the 4-H Community Building in
Flora.

This will be an
opportunity to
meet the orga-
nization’s new
e x e c u t i v e
director, Keith
Chandler, and
to share ideas
with the board
of directors.
“Our county is

off to a good
start with the Carroll County
Chamber of Commerce. We all
need to contribute to the eco-
nomic future of our children if

we expect them to continue to
call this place ‘home,’” said Dick
Bradshaw, acting president of the
Carroll County Chamber of
Commerce. “We are excited to
provide this first-time opportuni-
ty to the business community
within Carroll County. It will
give everyone a chance to net-
work with other business profes-
sionals, as well as provide an
open, informal forum for you to
share your thoughts about the
future of business development
within your county.”

Memberships will be available
at the reception. The Chamber is
offering a 25% discount on
membership for the first year.

Refreshments will be served
and door prizes awarded to mem-
bers of the Chamber. 

Chandler

Kick-off reception is
Thursday for newly
formed county Chamber

Lake Freeman subdivision
receives approval

Something new for Hoosier boaters: the 2006 lake permit


