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By Pastor Chuck Compton
We have become so accus-

tomed to thinking of
Thanksgiving in terms of grati-
tude for material blessings and
nature’s bounty, especially on our
table. With a little thought most of
us can even realize how thankful
we are for the families and friends
that God has brought into our
lives. Sometimes we are even
able to be thankful for everything
we have. We have people that

love us, homes, jobs,
food, entertainment, safe
communities, freedom,
and the list could go on
and on.

That brings me to my
first concern. If we are
not careful our thankful-
ness seems to become an
opportunity to “slap our-
selves on the back” for all
that we have done in pro-
viding for our own lives.

When the nation of
Israel was delivered out
of slavery in Egypt by
God they were warned
not to allow this to hap-
pen. The warning is
found in Deuteronomy
8, “When you have eaten
and are satisfied, praise
the LORD your God for
the good land he has
given you. Be careful
that you do not forget the

LORD your God, failing to
observe his commands, his laws
and his decrees that I am giving
you this day. Otherwise, when
you eat and are satisfied, when
you build fine houses and settle
down, and when your herds and
flocks grow large and your silver
and gold increase and all you
have is multiplied, then your heart
will become proud and you will
forget the LORD your God, who
brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery…You may say
to yourself, ‘My power and the
strength of my hands have pro-
duced this wealth for me.’ 18 But
remember the LORD your God,
for it is he who gives you the abil-
ity to produce wealth”. We need
to remember that thankfulness is
not to ourselves, but to God who
truly supplies everything good in
our lives.

My second concern is that we
do not forget to be thankful for
God’s good gifts that are not as
obvious, especially those that are
hidden in experiences we resist or
try to avoid. Can we thank God
for the opposition we have had to

meet, the resistance that has
forced us to put forth our best
effort, the disputes that have com-
pelled us to reexamine our argu-
ments and eliminate the flaws?

Can we thank God for the
struggles that have caused us to
grow, the defeats that have kept us
humble, the losses that have made
us careful, and the dangers that
have kept us alert? Or for the risks
we have had to take, that have
brought out hidden strengths?

Let us thank God for some of
the enemies we have made, for to
have no enemies means that we
have not taken issue with wrong,
defied any evil, or rallied to the
defense of the oppressed. Also, let
us thank God for our critics who
tell us the truth about ourselves.

Above all, let us thank God for
his power to bring good out of
evil; that struggles we would have
preferred to avoid have turned
into blessings; that confident in
His love and goodness, we have
found strength and courage to
face whatever comes. Thanks to
God we are able as the Apostle
Paul says “to run the race that is
set before us.” We have so many
reasons to be thankful to God.

Chuck Compton is pastor of
Flora Presbyterian Church.

Lessons from the Heart

UESTION: What
does behavioral
research tell us

about the best way to
raise children? Have sci-
entific studies spelled
out what works and
what doesn’t, especially
regarding how to disci-
pline properly?

DR. DOBSON: My answer
may sound like heresy coming
from a man who spent 10 years
of his life as a professor of pedi-
atrics, responsible for medical
and behavioral research, but I
don’t believe the scientific com-
munity is capable of determin-
ing the best parenting tech-
niques. There have been some
worthwhile studies, to be sure,
but the subject of discipline
almost defies definitive investi-
gation.

Why? Because the only way
to study this topic scientifically
would be to place newborns ran-
domly in “permissive” vs. “disci-
plined” families, and then keep
them under close observation
for 10 or 15 years. Since it is
impossible to do that,
researchers have tried to tease
out information where they
could find it. But family rela-
tionships are so multidimension-
al and complicated that they
almost defy rigorous scrutiny.

Indeed, most of the studies
reported in the literature are
scientifically useless. For exam-
ple, Dr. David Larson, psychia-
trist and formerly a researcher
at the National Institutes of
Health, reviewed 132 articles in
professional journals that pur-
ported to investigate the long-
term consequences of corporal
punishment. He found most of
them flawed in design. Ninety
percent of the studies failed to
distinguish between good
homes where spanking was
administered by loving parents,
and those bordering on (or actu-
ally inflicting) child abuse. This
distinction is critical for obvious
reasons.

Dr. Larson concluded that
the findings were invalidated by
this failure to consider the over-
all health of family relation-
ships. To repeat, the conse-
quences of various approaches
to parental discipline appear to
be beyond the reach of social
research. It is simply not possi-
ble to study this complex sub-
ject scientifically without warp-
ing families to set up the
research design. Even if such
studies were conducted, the
researchers would be studying
contrived families ñ- not typical
parent-child relationships.

QUESTION: It seems to me

that children are far too
familiar — too informal
— with adults today.
When I was a kid, we
always addressed
grown-ups by “Mr.” or
“Mrs.”, or if they were in
the family, we called
them “uncle” or “aunt,”

or “Grandpa” or “Grandma.”
We would never have referred
to an adult as Sam or Alice. But
today’s parents don’t teach that
courtesy to their children.
Some of them introduce 4-year-
olds to adults by their first
names. Am I the only one who
is concerned about this? What
can I do to counteract this
trend with my own son and
daughter?

DR. DOBSON: I’ve been
bothered by that same observa-
tion. It’s a byproduct of a cul-
tural shift within society itself.
We are less respectful of one
another today in many ways.
Fifty years ago, for example,
men didn’t curse around women
and cultured women didn’t
curse at all. How that has
changed! 

Both men and women used
to address each other with for-
mal titles (Mr., Mrs., Miss, etc.)
unless they had become very
close friends. Now, a waitress
whom you’ve never met
approaches your table and says,
“Hi, I’m Stephanie and I’m
going to be serving you today.”

I don’t suppose today’s infor-
mality is harmful, although I
agree that children should be
taught to speak to their elders
with a certain deference. I still
like to hear them respond with
“Yes ma’am” and “No, sir,”
instead of “yeah,” “yep,” and
“nope.” When their manners are
respectful, their entire
demeanor is on a higher plane.

As for how you can instill
these and other courtesies in
your child, you simply make up
your mind to do it. You might
explain that there are many
things your family does differ-
ently than others: For example,
“We don’t use bad language, we
don’t attend certain kinds of
movies, and we don’t (fill in the
blank.) Why? Because we’ve set
a higher standard for ourselves.
This is what makes us unique as
a family. Someday you will
understand that, too.”

Dr. Dobson

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY
By Dr. James Dobson

Send your questions to Dr. Dobson, c/o Focus on the
Family, PO Box 444, Colorado Springs, CO 80903; or
to his Web site at www.fotf.org. These questions and
answers are excerpted from books authored by Dr.
James Dobson and published by Tyndale House
Publishers. Dr. Dobson is the President of Focus on
the Family, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the
preservation of the home. Copyright 1997 James
Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved. International copy
secured

Family relationships
defy Scientific study

AMERICUS UNION NON-DENOMI-
NATIONAL: Vernon Stingley, pastor.
SW: 10 a.m.
AT THE WELL PRAYER OF FAITH
CENTER, ROSSVILLE: 16 Cason St.,
Michael Pierson Sr., pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Fri.
Night Live worship service 7 p.m.
BRINGHURST UNITED METHODIST:
Larry DeVos, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 a.m.
BROOKSTON CHURCH OF CHRIST:
206 N. Prairie Street, Brookston. Ron
Guzman, minister. SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10
a.m. & 6 p.m.
BUCK CREEK UNITED METHODIST:
4915 Ferret St., Buck Creek. Joe
Hornick, pastor. SS: 9 a.m., SW:
10:15 a.m.
BURLINGTON FIRST BRETHREN:
205 W. 8th St., Rev. Dr. Peter
Roussakis, pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m.,
SS: 9:30 a.m.
BURLINGTON CHURCH OF CHRIST:
Tim Pohlman, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m. &
6 p.m., Children’s Church: 10 a.m., SS:
10:30 a.m., Youth Groups: 6 p.m.
BURLINGTON UNITED METHODIST:
Rev. Chuck Rockey, pastor. SS: 10:50
a.m., SW 9:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE FIRST BAPTIST:
Second & Main, Burnettsville. SW:
10:00 a.m., SS: 11:15 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHRISTIAN: Sixth
& Washington, Burnettsville. John
Wright, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
BURNETTSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: First & Main,
Burnettsville. James Bretzinger, pastor.
SW: 9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
BURROWS PRESBYTERIAN: SS:
9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
CALVARY CHAPEL: 125 S.
Washington St., Delphi. Eric Haley ,
pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m.  Spanish Bible
study: 5 p.m., Wed. Service, 6:30 p.m.,
The Well Coffeehouse: Fri. 6 –11  p.m.
CAMDEN UNITED METHODIST: Dan
Gottschalk, pastor. SS: 9 - 9:45 a.m.,
SW: 10 a.m.
CLYMERS UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH: 4003 W 400S. Clymers Kevin
Drane, pastor. SW: 10:30 a.m. SS:
Same as worship.
COLBURN ROAD BAPTIST: Bill
Cadle, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
COLBURN UNITED METHODIST:
Michael Ermil, pastor, SW: 9 a.m., SS:
10:20 a.m.
COMMUNITY BIBLE MINISTRIES: 1/2
mile north of SR 22 on CR 1150W.
Patrick Kamm,  pastor. SS: 9 a.m. SW:
10:15 a.m.
DELPHI CHURCH OF CHRIST: 405
Cottage Street, Delphi. Lowell Kibler,
minister. Sunday Bible study: 9:30 a.m.,
SW: 10:30 & 6 p.m., Wed. Night 7 p.m. 
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN:
3570 E 200S, Bringhurst, Dan C.
Butcher, pastor, SW: 9:30 a.m. SS:
10:30 a.m. Youth group 6:30 p.m., Bible
study Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CUTLER PRESBYTERIAN: Pastor
Jim Long SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30
a.m.
DEER CREEK UNITED PRESBYTERIAN:
Highway 29 in Deer Creek. Rev. Cheryl
Montgomery, interim pastor. SW: 10:30
a.m. SS: 9:15 a.m.
DELPHI CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 315 E.
Main St, Delphi. Andrew Paris, minister.
SW: 9:30 a.m.,  SS: 10:45 a.m. Wed.
Bible study: 7 p.m.
DELPHI COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GOD:
321 W. Main Street, Delphi. Rev.
Virgil Moss. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
DELPHI PENTECOSTAL: Hwy. 25
East, Delphi. Tim Stewart, pastor. SS:
9:45 a.m., SW: 6 p.m.
DELPHI UNITED METHODIST: Union
& Monroe Streets, Delphi. SW: 8:45 &
11 a.m., SS: 10 a.m., Todd Ladd, pas-
tor; Sheila Wilimitis, youth pastor.
DELPHI WESLEYAN: North Union
Street, Delphi. Rich & Carol Scheneck,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
EASTLAWN UNITED METHODIST:
SR 24 & Logan Street, Idaville. Ernie
D. Elder, Jr., Pastor. SW: 10 a.m.,
SS: 9 a.m.
FAITH CHURCH OF CHRIST: SR 29,
Burlington. Steve Cole, minister. SW:
9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. a.m., SS: 11 a.m.,
Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.
FAITH LUTHERAN: CR 800 N, west of
Hwy. 29. Thomas J. McShannock &
Sandy Hutchens, pastor. SS: 9 a.m.,
SW: 10:10 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH:
Hwys. 29 & 26, Middlefork. Jim
Anderson, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH: U.S.
421 North, Tippecanoe Township.
Gilbert R. Ingram, pastor. SW: 10 a.m.
& 6 p.m.
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD: US
421N., Pittsburg. Brent Oliver, pas-
tor. SW: 9:30 am, Wed. Family Night:
7pm
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CAMDEN:
Chad Hoesman, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.,
SS: 10:45 a.m., Sun. Youth Service 5:30
p.m. Sun. Bible study: 7:30 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST: Indiana & Franklin
Streets, Delphi. William Glenn, pas-
tor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. &
6 p.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: Main &
Indiana Streets, Delphi. Kelly Furlong,
interim pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m., SS:
10:30 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BAPTIST: 115 W.
Columbia Street, Flora. Interim pastors.
SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
FLORA FIRST BRETHREN: 115 N.
Washington Street, Flora. Dan
Herendeen, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m
FLORA FIRST CHRISTIAN (Disciples
of Christ) S. Center Street, Flora.
Pamela Ditson-McCall, pastor. SW:
9:30 a.m., SS: 10:30 a.m.
FLORA GRACE BRETHREN: 103 S.
Willow St., Flora. James Franklin, pas-
tor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.,
Wed.  Prayer Service: 7 p.m.
FLORA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
211 S. Center St., Flora. Charles
Compton, pastor. SW: 9:30 a.m.
FLORA UNITED METHODIST: 107 E.
Main Street, Flora. Larry DeVos, pastor.
SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10:15 a.m.
FLORA VALLEY VIEW SOUTHERN
BAPTIST: Route 2, Flora. Bill Godbey,
pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m. &
6 p.m.
GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST: 1101
Dreifers Ave., Delphi. Danny Jewell,
pastor. SS: 10 a.m. SW: 11 a.m. & 6
p.m.
HICKORY GROVE CHURCH: CR 700
W., Jefferson Township, Ken Smith,
pastor SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
HILLSIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
Hwy. 22, 2 miles E. of Burlington. Doyle
Buckner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m., SW: 11
a.m. & 6 p.m.
HISPANIC CHRISTIAN CENTER: 108
W. Main. Delphi. Dimas Palacio, pastor.
SS: 10 a.m., SW 12noon, Tue. & Wed.
7 p.m. 
IDAVILLE CHURCH OF GOD: 11073 E
50 N, Idaville. Keith Raderstorf, pastor.
SW 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., SS: 9:30 a.m.
JUBILEE FELLOWSHIP: CR 50 N,
Flora. Scott Gamel, pastor.  SS: 8:30
a.m., SW: 9:30 a.m.
LIVING FAITH CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 310N 250W. SS: 9 a.m.,
SW: 10 a.m.
LIVING STONE CHURCH: Meets at
the Freedom Center in Delphi. SS: 11
a.m., SW: 9:30 a.m. contact (765)
589-3507
LOCKPORT NON-DENOMINATION-
AL CHURCH: East of Patton. Nord
Zootman, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m. Sun. Bible Study: 7 p.m.
LOWER DEER CREEK CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN CR 300 N, SE of
Camden. SW 10:15 a.m., SS: 9:00 a.m.
MT. ZION INDEPENDENT BAPTIST:
102 N. Connelly Street, Delphi. Alfred
Smith, pastor. SS: 10:15 a.m., SW: 9
a.m., & 6 p.m.
OAK GROVE CHRISTIAN: 11410 N &
900 W, Monticello. Donald Haase, pas-
tor. SW: 10 a.m.
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH: Crooked Road, 1 mile E of
Delphi. Justin Wagner, pastor. SS: 10
a.m., SW: 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
PITTSBURG MISSIONARY BAPTIST:
John Wagner, pastor. SS: 10 a.m.; SW:
11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Bible Study: Thurs.
6:30 p.m
PLEASANT HILL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: 5490 North SR 39,
Frankfort. Donna Enderson, pastor.
SS: 9:45 a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
Everyone welcome.
PYRMONT CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: Pastor. Howard
Hendrickson SS: 9 a.m., SW: 10:15 a.m.
PYRMONT UNITED METHODIST:
Mitchell Simpson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
RADNOR CHURCH: Ed Selvidge, pas-
tor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m. 
ROCKFIELD CHRISTIAN: Bob Cree,
pastor. SW: 9 a.m., SS: 10 a.m.
ROCKFIELD PRESBYTERIAN: SW:
9:30 a.m.
ROSSVILLE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: 16
Cason St.. S. Corporate Prayer 9:00
a.m., S. Fellowship 9:30 a.m., SW
10:00 a.m.
ROSSVILLE CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN: 109 N. Plank Street,
Rossville. Pastor, Bob Pfiefer. SS: 9
a.m., SW: 10 a.m.
ROSSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
5434 W State Rd 26, Rossville, IN.
Rev. Gretchen Schneider SW: 9 a.m.,
SS: 10:20 a.m.
ROSSVILLE UNITED METHODIST:
Main & Gaddis Streets, Rossville. Rick
Jones, pastor. SS: 9:15 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m.
SHARON AMERICAN BAPTIST: St.
Rd. 29, Carrollton Township. James
Lund, pastor. SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC: 207 N.
Washington Street, Delphi. Peter
Vanderkolk, pastor. SW: 8 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH: 1301 S. Washington St.,
Delphi. Dale Larson, pastor. SS: 9:30
a.m., SW: 10:30 a.m.
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN: Church &
Cumberland Sts., Camden, 2 blocks
West & 1 block North of SR218 and
SR75. Dale Larson, pastor. SW: 8:30
a.m.. SS: Same as Worship.  
YEOMAN UNITED METHODIST: Dave
Inskeep, pastor, SS: 9:30 a.m., SW:
10:30 a.m.
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110 S. Center, Flora, IN
574-967-4123

800-379-MANN

Seele
Monument Shop

St. Rd. 25, Rockfield 574-686-2532

Nichols Family Farm
Steve, Chere, Charlie, 

Brandi & Woody Rob, Brenda & Adam

Delphi, IN 46923

P.T.I. Machining Inc.
 765-564-2364

State Representative
Rich McClain
1-800-382-9841

53 South Center Street, Flora 574-967-3762

THIS PAGE IS SUPPORTED BY THESE COMMUNITY MINDED BUSINESSES

A Very Particular Food Company

DOWDEN’S HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Burlington, IN
566-2527

1-888-310-3498

DON’S TV, 
INC.

800-992-0760

Serving the area for over 40 years!

EIKENBERRY
Fine Furniture
32 S. Center St., Flora

574-967-3600
BUSH VETERINARY 

SERVICES, P.C.

2145 E. Slate Road 18
Flora, IN 46929

Phone: (574) 967-4341
Fax; (574) 967-4458

DAVIDSON
FUNERAL HOME
Terry & Denise Davidson

121 N. Union, Delphi • 564-2211
“Where the Golden Rule is the Best Rule”

CARROLL COUNTY
 MEDICAL CENTER

“Why wait to receive your health care?”

               Dr. Mark A. Meyer
              Lois Taylor RN, CANP 
                          122 W. Columbia St. • Flora • 574-967-4637

Allen’s
uto

& Truck Service
415 W. Columbia, Flora

574-967-4193

Flora Pizza King
Dine In/Carry Out
12 E. Columbia
574-967-3212

Brewster
Insurance Agency Inc.

Since 1928
566-3587 St. Rd. 29N, 

Burlington

ABBOTT FUNERAL HOME
421 E. Main St., Delphi

Ph. 765-564-4452
Pre-arrangement plans available

“Where Caring and Service Come First”
Carl & Leah Abbott, owners

RME 
INSURANCE

Flora • Camden 

A PLACE YOU CAN COUNT ON

C H E V RO LE T•B U IC K •O LD S M O B ILE •P O N TIAC •G M C
M on.-Thurs. 8 -7 , Fri. 8 -5 , S a t. 8 -4

S E RV IC E & PA RTS  - M on.-Fri. 8 -5
U S  421, D eph i

Carroll County 

Comet
967-4135

WALLMANN’S
Quality Foods

Delphi’s Full Service Grocery Store
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

123 E. Franklin St.
Phone: 765-564-3795

Quality Meat – Produce – Deli

 Don’s 
 Pole Buildings

 Main St., Cutler
 765-268-2708

 Hog Slat Midwest, Inc.
 200 N . Merid ian Road
 P.O. Box 26, Camde n

 574-967-4145

THE FLOWER SHOPPE I

FLORA

THE FLOWER SHOPPE II
 DELPHI

574-967-3022 • 765-564-2597
 1287 West Smith Ave • Delphi, In 46923

 (765) 564-4747

 A A A LDERMAN LDERMAN
 & & & T OWING T OWING

 R ECOVERY R ECOVERY

Thankfulness? – To whom?

Pray for people who
were in hurricanes

One man of you puts to flight a
thousand, since it is the Lord
your God who fights for you, as
he promised you. Josh. 23:10 Pd.
Adv.

Compton

...proclaiming Christ’s 
birth, glory & majesty

The Spirit of the Season in Song
Dec. 3rd & 4th 6:30 pm

FREE Admission
Everyone is welcome.
118 N. Union Street, Delphi, IN

(765) 564-3791


